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| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
by all began to be revived,ghs to be prepared for the 
receiving all good impreſſions : in this beginning 
of our happineſs, ( conſidering with my ſelf by 
what beſt means men of different apprebenſions 
concerning Eccleſiaſtical things might be brought 
unto godly unity and meet uniformity therein) 
I thought that the knowledge of the flate of the 
Church of, Chriſt in the Apoſtles, dayes, and in the 
four Ce8tyries following their tires, (as to the 
form of Eccleſraſtical Government , Diſcipline, 
Liturgy and Rites, uſed in them) would very 
much conduce to the attainment of that bleſſed end. 
For in thoſe dayes many. thouſands of holy Con- 
feſſors and Martyrs flouriſhed ; in thoſe times 
leved the moſt rex erend Fathers of — four 

ntutople,. E- 


- general Councils, of Nice, Conſtanti 


pheſus and Chalcedon, celebrated over all the 


Chriftian world; of whoſe wiſdome-and godly 


cure; 10 do nothing in thoſe particulars againſt 
the: tnfirtutzons of Chriſt: and his Apoſtles, but 
rather to do all things. as might be moſt pleaſing to 
God, and moſt conducing to the edification of the 
Church, no prudent and charitable man can enter- 
tein the leaſi doubt. Meir they were, and might 
erre ; hut thet ſo many\men of extraordinary hon 
01 and wiſcdlamo, compared to the beſt mem of 

eſe latter Centuries, ſhould unanimouſly agree 


for 
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to teach the bumble his way, and oe los cove. 
naut to them that fear him, and not to forſake 
them which have nat firſt fork Aken him. Having 
therefore reaſon and religion to aſſure me, that 
all anderſtanding and ſober men, if they could 
once ſee the form of Church. government , with 
the Liturgies and Kites uſed by thoſe Primitive 
Churches , demonſtrated by undeniable teftimonies 
of pure antiquity, would eafily be induced to em- 
brace them ſo far as they ſbould appear to be con- 
wenient for Chriſtian unity and edification,. in the 
2 of time, place, and perſons, 
( whereof” not 2 men, but the Governours 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical are the onely Judges on 
earth) I made what inquiry I could, if any 
book were extapt in the Engliſh tongue containin 

a brief, full, and plain demonſtration of 4 
the ſaid Eccleſiaſtical things, which .might be 
had at a cheap rate, ſoon read over ,. and eaſily 
underfloed by all men of indifferent capacity, 

whereby the kgowledge f thoſe. things might be 
the more diuulged: But, after. diligent inquiry, 


fnding none, I reſolved (being the work, was 


within the limits of my wocation., and in * 
tba. 
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the ancient writers, Thad with no ſmall diligence 
noted the paſſages conducing thereto) invocato 
Dei Opt. Max. Nomine, to uſe my poor 
talent with my beſt indevour to write ſuch a little 
book, which ſhould comprehend in it the ſum and 
ſubſtance of all the matters above ſpecified, as 
briefly, fully and plainly as I could. And this was 
the beginning of this ſmall Treatiſe ; which, being 
ended in convenient time, was offered to worth 
men of excellent indowments to be peruſe -d'by 
them, in hope that one or other of them (knowing 
the uſefulneſs of the matter treated of, and obſer- 
wing the too plain, low, and uneven manner of 
writing) would be moved: to put forth a work, 
upon that ſubje& ; which (being repleniſhed with 
good wariety of well ordered matters , adorne 
with conwenient cloquence , and commended by the 
worthy name of an Author famous for his har- 
ning, eloquence, and wertnes ) wonld be by all rea- 
dily entertained 5 greedily read, and would ſweet- 
ly convey the things defired ta be publifhed, to 
ibe knowledge” of all men. But herein my hope 
failed me: For thoſe worthy perſong were ſo im- 
ployed in the high and weighty aſfaires of the 
Cburch , that they bad no lei ſure to go about this, 
(altbough anviſefid work yet) of ſs prof ro the 
Church and leſs proportionable to their great abili- 


ties, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
ties, then the ſublime imployment, wherein their 
time was ſpent. What remained then, but that 
either that needful work muſt be altage ther want 
ing, or this paor treatiſe ſo void of due ornaments 
muſt be ſuſfred to go abroad." ] had indeed once in 
a manner reſolved to bury it in my ſtucly, but an 
occaſion bringing the matterr into a new debate, 
I fi uffered = reaſons to prevaile with me to 
give it leave to preſent it ſelf to the wiew of 
the world; yet not without ſome honourable Pa- 
tron the glorious luſtre of whoſe great learning, 
Excellent Vertues and pretions name might both 
illumminate it, and conciliate for the mean and 
obſcure author ſome room in the good eſteem and 
affeclion of learned and good men. For which end 
I thought it moſt convenient to make choiſe of one 
of thoſe very bright ſtars which his Majeſties wiſ- 
dome and goodneſs had been pleaſed to ſet in the 
Firmament of our Church: among whom your Lord- 
ſbip was firſt preſented to ny thoughts in your ve- 
xy learned, elegant and eloquent works , eſpecially 
both in your teſti ficatian of your great and very 
remarkable xeal for the now moſt bleſſed and glo- 
rious Saint and Martyr our late glorious, King 
C u a RL S the firſt, and in your no leſs.2ealous 
fidelity to our moſt dear and dread Soveraign Lord 
King CHARLES the ſecond', manifeſted in 
a time 
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times of greateſt peril, and alſo in your fighs, 
— and preyers for and 7 the 
Church of England in her 
prudent &. indefatigable endevours for her reſt au- 
ration, in thoſe parts of your Lordſpipe moſt learned 
writings, wherein, as in exceeding fair monuments 
more laſting then braſſe, you conſecrate the bleſſed 
Memories of many very precious names, Viz: of the 
right reverend F athers, Biſhop Andrews, Biſhop 
Morton, BiſbopPotrer , Biſpop Hall, Biſhop 
Brownrigg, and other honourable perſons, newer 
to be remembred without due acknowledgement of 
their tranſcendent worth: and eſpecially , of the 
woſt yewerend Father in God, Dr. James Uſher 
late Arcb- biſbop of Armagh, and Lord Primate of 
alt Ireland; who, in an exact knowledge of all 
good learning, in depth' of judgment, in the due 
ftating and well tleering controverſies of Religion, 
and in ſanctity f life, was not much (if at all) 
fervor to any the bheſt of Biſhops ſince the Apo- 
les dayes ; Anil laſty, in an acreptable taft which 
I bave had of the ſweetneſs of your wertut in a 
Pertiruiar fawour , for which I preſent my humble 
1 May it pleaſe you,vight'reverentFather,to tale 
this ſmall work imo your honorable patronage and 
| proteBlion, and, pardoning my boldneſs in this at- 
* tempt, 


deep diſtreſe, in jour 
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tempt, to take in good part the wery humble 
N tender of my beſt ſerwice to pw Lordſhip. 
Almighty long continue your life and profp A 
rous Eſftate, and make you a happy inſtrument 
wach good to bis Church. 7 
Your Lordſhips 


in all Duty 


Jobn Lloyd Præsb. 
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17 treatiſe containu the ſum and ſubſtance 


of what the reverend Doctors of the Primitive Chur- 

ches. for the firſt four hundred years after the birth of 

our bleſſed Saviour have practiſed and written, and 
thereby tranſmitted to our times, concerning Epiſcopacy, 
Presbytery, — — 2 Liturgy and Ceremo- 
the"gs nies; omitting onely thoſe, which appear to be impertinent to 
_— and condition of the preſent times. Every mate- 
rial point herein is proved aut f authors received by all ſides 
( which cauſed the omiſsion of the teſtimony 7 gnatius, 
&c, ) and ſuch authors againſt. whom it cannot he reaſonably 
preſumed, that they were deceived or erred in. their relation 
of matters of fait and rag „done or uſed in the times, 
wherein they themſelves or thoſe with whom they IE : 
did live, The authorities were not collected by the help of 
tables, er received from ſecond hands. ( whence miſtakes 
do eaſily and & pour Love ) but were taken from the authors 
own work read 4 y conſidered. Becauſe the Holy Scri- 
pture, by reaſon of humane infirmities in all, and perverſe- 
meſs in many, is in many pts thereof diverſely underſtood , 
it ic very needful ( ſaith Vincentius Lirigenfis ) that the 


line of Prophetical and A poſtolical interpretation be directed 
according to the rule of Eccleſiaſtical and Catholick ſenſe. 
And alſo in the very Catholick Church great care muſt Adverſus hæ- 
be had, ¶ ſaith the. ſame ancient amthor ) 1 


which . 


we hold that reſ. c. 2. 
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which hath been believed every where, alwayes, and by al. 


Is ipſa item 


Catholica Ec." Which direction of this diſcreet Writer , rightly under ſtoad 
eleſia mano: and applied, is very good , and is and hath been 8 70 ſingular 


pre curandum 


2ſt, ut id tene. #ſe , eſpecially againſt Schiſmaticks and Heretic 
2 quod ubj. 2. ” ks of fo Cn Church in her 1 
que, e“ members in all the parts of the world , and in all ages , be- 
— ginning in, and proceeding from the 4 poſtolicall times, unte 
fun eff. c. 3. any other ſet or propoſed age, doth clearly y appear to be in any 
Divine Doctrine, Diſcipline, Liturgie, Rites, or any Eccleſi- 

afticall uſage, who can guinſe) that unanimous 222 -of 

all the Saints of God, which # 4 far better interpreter of the 

word of God, then any generall councell can be ? who dave 

"fuſe to embrace the ſentence of that juſt and impartiall 

go ca in decrees about things in their nature and wy 

which may by the good leaue of that Fudge be 
wh honour layed « aſide, when they become unprofitable or diſ- 
ſentaneous to the edification and peace of the & hureh ? The 


Ecclefiaftica 3 which want ſufficient evidence ts 
appr 


prove their the Church flouriſhing in the — 
ſtles dayes, and are nd to have the generall ap 


the Charches between the times of — Apoſtles, — about þ 
year of our Lord 500, although _ 7 leſs efteem and re- 
ard then the inſtitutions known wir received by the 2 
icall Church, 5 are 7 Venerable and ** 
regard: partly, becauſe of the quity of e 5 
ih Hs of be Apoſtles ay vc ger ans ley a 
be probably thought to be derived, alt : a — roofe of 
their derivation appeared not to ſuccet ages : 2 be- 
cauſe of zhe eminent 2 wiſdewe 1 Tobe, and 


For 


ſan@ity of the Churches in thoſe times; in c compriſe 1 70 
Churches in the N 


ſpace of time; that # 1 


Generations, The this 
1 the Apoſtles drrraſe and the 
year 
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Jear 500, wanted the ef. Apeſtolicall Spirit, which 
ſo guided the Church, planted by them in all publick reſolwi- 
ent, that ſhe would make no Ordinance without the Apoſtles 
 approbation , and having it , ſhe could not erre in her deter- 
minations, All other Churches therefore might eaſily erre, and 
they that upon good occaſion given them would mode ſiy of firns, 
that they did erre in ſome conſtitutions and uſages generally. 
approved by them, and alſoiu ſome remote concluſions — 
Divine Doctrine, are not to be thought to diſparage them, 
ſeeing upon the matter they [ay no more, then tha they were 
men which wanted the guide 7 the holy Spirit to lead them 
infallibly to truth and gondneſs in all — of Eccleſiaſticall 
concernment; but that thoſe Churches within the firſt 500 
years erred in any publick conſtitutions or cuſtomes unto Ido- 
latry, or, which is leſs, unto apparent 8 » a thin 
improbable and incredible ts them, who rightly conſider t 
publick doctrine and Ecclefiafticall Ordinances of thoſe times, 
and take due notice of the great prudence and holineſs of ma- 
ny of the chief Governors and Pillars of thoſe Churches ; 
Hereticks, Idolaters and ſuperſlitious perſons were in many 
of the Churches, but that the Churches themſelves in any part 
of that time became Hareticall, Idolatrous, or Superſtitions, is 
very untrue and unworthy the thought of a prudent and cha- 
ritable man. «And here by the way, concerning the Church o 
England, if we compare ber in her legall conſtitution wit 
any other Church after the year of aur Lord 180, it will be 
found that they who charge ber with Antichriſtianiſme, Ido- 
latin, or Superſtition in | conflitution , eſtabliſhed by Lam, 
4 clear conſequence paſs the ſentence of the ſame condem- 
nation Ripon every of thoſe Churches 22 — them of the 
4th and 5th century : the raſbneſs and injuſtice of which cen- 


ſure ij uery worthy of a wiry ſevere cenſure. The Apoſtle, 5 
| | d, 
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deed, ſaith that the myſtery of iniquity began to work in his 
revel, 2. 14, lime: but did be meant! that the myſterious iniquity 
and depth of Satan, began to work in the "aoblick conſtituti- 
ons of the ( atholick c hureh in his dayes » and that they were 
parts of the conftitmtions / no ſurely, neither can any ( hriſti- 
- be _—_ 0 ſimple or ſo injurious to the Moni 22 ery of the Apo >h 
purity of that - harch , as to think that the * — 
Wo T, of Iniquity was indeed int 
as in ſome , he 12424 ſane ket livers and Ha- 
reticks, but it was not of the Church) it was no part of the con- 
ſtitution of the ( hurch, althoughit did labour to in ſinuate and 
work it ſelf into it: it may be granted as very probable , that 
the myſtery of iniquity in particular,and thoſe dead members, 
and by them working upon the Charches , might mare vitiate 
the Churches of the 7 cond century then the ( hurches in the ik 
century, and the Churches in the third century, more then t 
Churches of the ſecond,and ſo of the reſt tothe end o 4 the fi 
century; but that in any — of that time it prevailed ſo far 
4s to become 4 part of the Eecleſiafticall Doctrine, Di ſciptine 
lly received and uſed , i ra- 


Liturgy or Ceremonies univer (4 

— 4 ſur an exceſs of 72. then an opinion ground- 
| upon l e reaſons, it # 77 from — an proved 
» The. 2. 3. — After the year 500, and the diviſion of the Empire, 
Revel. 17, 12, 4nd eſtabliſhment of the Kings , which were to give their po- 
* wer and ftrength to the Beaſt, and which in due time were to 

burn the Whore of Babylon, the Churches grew generally 

more and more corrupt ; the civill and Eecle Jeficall conf conf u- 

ſions atterding the Warrs in the ſeverall Provinces , givin 

advantage to the myſter 7 of — to mingle it ſel ff 

with the Diſcipline and Ceremonies , and after with the 

lick Doctrine ; whereby, firſt ſaper ſtition, then Idol 

laſtly , Hereſies took place in the publick profeſſion 5 The 


urches; 
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Churches; ſo that in perſens is knewingly ſwallowed the 
200d and bad togtther, ihe inftdtien of the myſtery 7 Iniquity 
hindred the operation ef the good portion of the whole lump , 
and working the effe@ of its poyſon into therr vital parts, cor- 
rupted and deflroyed them. And therefore theſe latter Churches 
were not by the firſt refermers of our Church "popes , for 
patterns, as the former were, which preſerved the purity of 
Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Ceremonies without the addition 
any thing Caſio Superſtition , much leſs Idolatry or Hereſy. 
Our Church ws eparated the Pretious from the Vile, the good 
of Doctrine, —— „ and Rites from the pe ſtiferous and 
noxious additions; and now if either the abuſe of proſperity, 
or the iniquity of the late times hath added any evil quality to 
any of our Eccleſiaſticall things, or made us incapable of good 
by ſomie Rite or particle of the Diſcipline or Litargy, or if 7 
defect appear to be in our former reformations, and eſpecial- 
ly 1 any of theſe have happened in any Rite of adoration 
(wherein is the greateſt danger;) it us not tobe donbied , but 
that all theſe things will be carefully looked into ; and whether 
by emiſſion, explanation or other wiſe, the Diſcipline and Rites, 
& the Ip and bleſſing of God, ſhall be reformed according to 
the beft patterns, and as ſhall moſt conduce to the godly unity 
and peace of the Church and Kingdeme, What do IT ſpeak 
only of future Reformation ? ſeeing the deep Wiſdome , and 
the moſt ſincere piety of his Sacred Majeſty, hath by the bleſſing 
of God upon his Royal indeavours, found out the beſt tempe- 
rament % the bealing of 2 diſtempers , and by his 
gration Declaration hath eſtabliſped a moſt ** Interim the 
fitteſt that could be deviſed for the preparing different appre- 
henſions and afſetions unto an unity » meet. to entertain the 
bf form of 4 Chriſtian Church, which the infirmities of 
theſe laſt dayes of the laſt time can well bear. The Regicides 

e b 


of 


P/al. 74. 


1 King. 6. 7 


The PREFACE, 


late had proceeded far in breaking dun this our Houſe of 
Ar with 45 iras . their = ani Hammer, but 4s 


it {aid of King Solomons Temple, that there mas neither 


2 7 Axe nor any toele of iran 1475 — — 
ding, ſo aur blefſed Solomon in reedif ing this dec 
houſe of God , 44 K work without all — 1 
without all anpleaſing ſounds, it gocth on (ealim line ſenſu , 
and it 8 and will be the glorious effe# of his Majeſtics incom- 
parable providence, enided by the moſt grations dire of 
Cad, cunctando reſtituiſſe rem. But ſame of them which 
will read this fall tract ate, may therein obſerve ſome pe 
ges, which ſuppoſe the Church of England without the 

of any proceedings of his Majeſty towards her reſtauration, and 
way therefore be ready to cenſure the Author as he well de- 
ſerved , if he had not this jaſt 4pology» namely, That he can 
make it good by many witneſſes of worthy perſons of known in- 
tegrity that this treatiſe was ready written five months agon at + 
the leaſt, at which tins: th: Anthor could only write of the flate 
and condition of things us they were then, and not as 
mould be in times to come. If any object, It had been better 
if ewer, #0 have publiſh:d this at that time, for which it ſcemes 
more convenient ; to which 1 ſay, That the Conſcience of mine 
owe infirmities retarded and had almoſt kindred the publi ca- 


ine mbcw e, be,, 
— — 


- her:- 
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hereafter with 4 f arceptance and profit , atlampt 

te — — 5 hb ( Parry ghd likely 

happen is my voyce, with the labour and pains of. preechin 

by the pen, Some my think that I have made no nd chaile 

tn preferring the judgment of It. Hierome 4 Preſtyter ,, ava 

not well affet#:4, (as many think) to Epiſcopecy;' before the 6+. 

pinion of Epiphanius 4 Byſbop , and 1he clider of the tm. 6 
Firſt, 1 muſt deny that Hierome m affected to goed n 
if s, or to the Epiſcopal dignity. His warks do nbundamtly :ither the 4- 
17 0 rhat he bad in fingater henoer . both the ane and tir 1. r mY 
other: only he often reproveth, and that ſber y ib Ambitian, cbr could low- 
Coveruesſneſs, and other vices of many Biſhops, which wot be be the as- 
only , but others b:fore him, and in his time, even N . of « 
themſelves did performe with no leſs ſharpneſs and ſeuertty.; B ſbop above 
Ser one among others, Gregory, who was created Biſbep of _ — 
Saſimis, executed his fanchion 1s Nuzianzum:, nd After he departed 
was advanced to the Arch-Biſhoprick of. Coaſtant inople, on the com- 
this Arch-Brſhop wifherh there were no prerogative. v the conn of the 
Throne, nor Prelacy, which (ſaith he) had indeed informer church, and 
times been defired.of good and pralent men, but mu- mann ff r gi 
ſhanne ,' ® counted an act of finewlar prudonto. What Y "0 eg _ 
this wiſe and holy -Arch- Biſhop forvhe abrog a of H- dependant con- 
pacy root and branch noz no, he only taxeth the exorbitancy, CS. 

the abuſe, the ambition, and not the holy function: he expounds 

himſelf ben in the ſame place he expreſſeth the prelacy which 

he wiſbeth outed, to be the Tyrannie of Authority, and prehe- 

minence; it s that which cauſed many wiſt men to ſhun the 


unction, becauſe in bad company it is difficult to rule well 
— at all — is the work of 2 faculty, and it Greg. Nax. in 
many times happens (ſaith the ſame Father) that grace it ſelf ii *- 45 
begets Pride, and then we know that the corruption of the rea, paſilia 
beſt is the worſt. Secondly, Hierome was not inferiour in reſtate. 
learning 
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tearnine , 7 and piety ts 2 of the ancients, neither 
aid any txcell him in the knewledg of the antiquities of the 

Charch, And he , that du not look very narrowly into the 

works of Epiphanius, may find him defettive in this laſt, 

Hierome's teſtimony concerning the original » Epiſcopacy , 
altloug h in formall expreſſions it differs from Epiphanius's, 
get perhaps by the diflinttion of extraordinary and ordinary 
E piſcopacy, the difference in words may be broueht into an uni- 
ty in ſenſe; and if there be a difference in the ſenſe between 
tem) Tet Hierome affords a more immediate, direct, and 
efficacious argument for Epiſcapacy and its continuance then 
the other. I am much deceived, and have Croſsed mine ewn 
reſolution, if 1 haue not delivered the truth impartially , as 1 

feund it in the holy old Deftors, And although a lover of the 
Preſbytery may diſlike ſeme paſſage of this little book ſingly 

conſidered, and a lever of Epiſcopacy diſlike ſome other 75 

age inlite ſort apprehended, yet 1 have good hope that , 


2 both have read the while , and layed befere ihem the en- 
tire . of the diſcaurſe, they may ſee goed reaſon to like well 


in the whole, what they diſliked apart, and by it ſelf conſidered, 
and will candidly acknowledg that every thing therein tends 
ts the ſame good end which both profeſs to ayme at. 
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T having pleaſed God to chooſe for himſclt 
cout of ſinful men a peculiar people to (er forth 
bis glorious praiſes , he never left the world 
deſtitute of heavenly inſtitutions and Laws., 
whereby men might be tranſlated from the 
ſtate of fin and miſery, to the ſtate of holinefs 
and Salvation, and be made and preſerved anſwerable in con- 
verſation to the bleſſed condition of their ttanſlation and 
change. | 

Theſe willing and obedient people, addicted to the Service 
of Almighty God, were, are, and will be, by him re puted, his 
houſe, Family, and Kingdome, which therefore cannot be 
imagined to be without order and rule, without ſome certain 
perſons ſer apart to teach the Divine Laws, and execute other 
Divine inſtitutions, and wich conſent of the concerned, 
to make Eccleſiaſtical Ordinances, which times, places, and 
other circumſtances require, agreeable to the Divine, and 
ſubſervient to the due and moſt decent execution of them. 

Of the number of theſe teachers and rulers of Gods houſe 
were, Adam, Noah, Abraham, and other heads of numerous 
Families unto the time of the giving of the Law by Moſes ; 
afrer the Law, partly fir perſons of the tribe of Levi, partly 
the Prophets, partly men bred in the Schools of the 
Prophets, and * the Baptiſt, performed the Divine 
and Eccleſiaſtical functions unto the time of our Saviours 
Baptiſm : after which time he himſelf the Builder and Matter 
of the houſe and Family, { whoſe ſervants and under-oficers 
all ocher rulers acknowledge themſelves to be, deriving from 


him not onely their amhority, but allo all their abilities, 
B where · 
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whereby they are made able in avy meaſuce to ſulſill the holy 
offices) be ( Ifay ) in his own perſon and in our nature, was 

to execme ſuch partt of his own inlticacions as be 
ſa convenient ſor himſ-lt to perform, and to chooſe, beſides 
ſeventy Diſciples, rwelve other men to be his Apoſtles and 
Miniſters of che heavenly doctt ine, and Ceremonies. 

It appeareth, that ir was the .Mygotion of our Saviour, that 
the number of twelve Apoitles id be his primary inſtcu- 
ments in founding the Original Churches. of Chriſt, the Mo- 
thersof all other Churches to ſucceed unto the end of the 
world ; Ic was alſo his purpoſe to make them parents of all 
other Mipiſters which ſhould ſucceed is an ordinary courſe ; 
which is hereby manifeſt , becauſe Chriſt promiſed to be with 
them unco the worlds end, which cannot be verified of theic 
perſons, and therefor: is to be undetitood of them in the per- 
ſons of their ſucce ſſots, proceeding from them by ſucceſſive 
ordination, and repreſented in their perſons ; wh:refore the 
ordination of the A-oltles, was in ſome ſort the ordination of 
their ſnccefſors , and theic miſſion coreach and baptize, was a 
virtual or legal miſſion of the other. ö 

There were three Editions of the covenant of grace , the 
one from Ada to Abraham, the ſecond from him to our 
Saviour, the third from our Saviour unto the end of the 
world. In every of theſe; the ſubſtance and kernel of the Co- 
venant Was, and is the ſame, the difference is in remarkable 
accidents and circumſtances; the Miniſters of the heavenly 
Docttine ip the ſirſt and ſecond, preached Chriſt to come, and 
had the Spirit accompanyiog the word , and ſeals of the Co- 
venant miniſtred by them, as an incident anvexed by Almighty 
God to their ordination : but yet ſo, as the ſpiric was otdina- 
rily given ĩn a leſſet meaſure to the miniftery of the fit, then 
of the ſecond Edition; The Apoſtles were in their callto the 
Apoſtleſhip before the death of our Saviour ordained miniſters 
of the third Edition of the Covenant, becauſe Chriſt was now 
come inthe fleſk, and had begun co-publiſh the great Salvation, 
and therefore they had a propoctionable incteate of: the ſpitit 
added to their miniſtery , for the working of repentance , 
faith, and holineſs in men above the ordigary meaſure granted 
to the miniſtery of the ſecond Edition, Not- 
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Notvrithſtanding that the Miniſters of the firſt and ſecond Sed. 3. 
Edition of the Covenant of grace, had 4 power of bigdi 
and looſing, in having the ſpirit accompanying their office and 
ſervice z and that the es io the lifs of our Sa- 
viour, had che ſame in a higher degree; yet the promiſe made 
to the confeſſion of Sc. Peter, of giving unto him a power of 
binding and loofing with the Keyes of the Kingdomhe of Hea- 
ven was not in vaine, as of aching which he had re- 
ceived; for he had received the ſame ovely inthe moaſues ind 
degree meer to be diſpenſed ar that time, and not in the ordi- 
vary fulnefs promiſed to the minitters of the new Teſtament, 
tolly confirmed by the death and reſurre&ion of Chriſt : and 
cherefore our — after = _ again from the dead, be- - 
towed upon them that promiſed fulneſs of che Spe ics which 
was it ordinary to accompany their miniſtery of the word, C 
ſacramencs and cenſutes &c. breathing upon them and ſaying, coxc. — 
rercios ye the Holy Ghoſt, whoſeſoever ſins ye remit, ihey are remitted lienſ.an. 791, 
unto them, and whoſoever ſins ye retain, they ars retained; hence © 13. 
it is that the miniſtery of rhe new Teſtament fully confirmed, CO die 
is in an eminent way the miniſtery of the ſpirit, and ſo called; — * 
and hence ir is that the Apoll le ſaith, chat che weapons of eur wer Script, f 
fare are wt carnal, but mighty throwgh' Gad, to the paling down. 
of fror bolds , caſting down reaſonings and every 1 thy that 
exalteth it ſelf againſt the knowledge of God, and bringing ine 
captivity theught to the obedience of Cbriſ. 
This mesſure ot the Spicit going along and opern in ĩo the 
miviſterial preaching, prayer, baptifing, bleſtog, ablolving, 
Sc. was now very ne y 45 in other refpects, fo in chis, 
that the world that had bern ſo long captivaced by dathau, avd 
mightily habiruared in #1 ſinful ways, mi git be comerted un- Semen Serno- 
to God, —— in his grace. au Chriſti cum 
Some will ſzy , why ge N ait heerers: of the Goſpel con. 7 i a 
verted ? 10 which it E cen anfrered , that che Holy Spirit ger grader ſrvs 
worketh in alt chem that hear the Goſpel preached to them, creſtit-tam din 
yet gradually; firſt , that they may co- work, and them chat is axcipici eſt, 
they may continue co-working, until the work of ſaving faich ui par- 
de perfeRed in tbem. He gives an ear able to hear, to che ed con- 
hexrers' de gives ability to undertiand, and gives ability in 27 f. 7 
B 2 ſome Gal. c. 4. 
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ſome degree to will the good, and where the good is willed, 
he hath given the will andthe deed ; and where the Good we 
are enabled to underſtand and W. ill, is not underſtood or Willed, 
that comes from the natural corrupted freedome of gans will, 
which the ſpiric doth not take away againtt our will, becauſe 
he will not deſtrey his own work; namely, that good natural 
freedome of will, conferred upon man in his creation , capa- 
ble of being a ſubject of good or evil. 

A perſon not ordaĩned to the holy miniſtery may in time and 
place teach and exhort with a ſpeech no lets Orthodox, whole- 
. ſome and perſwaſive , then any ordained miniſter of the Coſ- 

pel can uſe, and yet it muſt be acknowledged to be fat inferior 
in its operation tending to true edification , then the ſpeech 
of a miniſter ſeeming leſs petſwaſive; becauſe this is alwayes 
accompanied with che ſꝑitit, the other is not, but ſuppoſeth 
ſome grace inthe hearer which ĩt ftirreth: ot it ic be accom- 
panied wich a quickning or healing grace, it is of Gods mere 
1ndulgence, and not by vertue of Gods ordinary conſtitution 
and promiſe; and therefore the ſpirit going with the exhor- 
r tation of the miniſter doth alwayes edifice or is reſiſted ; and 
ſo the word preached by him is a ſweer ſavout of Chriſt in 
them that are ſaved , and in them that periſh; to the one the 
favour of death unto death, and to the other the ſavour ot lite 
unto life. 

The Apoſtles all this while had not received the gradual 
complement of the gifts ordained to be beſtowed upon the 
miniſters of the new Teſtament; it was meet that Chriit 
ſhould in our entire nature open heaven andenter into ir, be- 
fore the fulneſs of the ordinary or — — 
vient for the right uſing of the Keyes of Heaven, ſhould be 
granted to his Vicegerents upon earth. 

Wherefore after his opening and poſſeſſion of Heaven, he 
gave thoſe gifts unto men, both extraordinary in the Apoſtles, 
-Evangelifis and Prophets, and ordinary, in the Paſtors and 
Doctors. 

The firſt ordinary Paſtors, received their ordination from 
the Apoſiles; of the Apoſtles we know no other ordination 
then Chriſis immediate calling of them to chat office, in _ 
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were by the foreſaid degrees perfected; the Paſtors re- 
— in the Apoſtles — their ſeminal or virtual or- 
dination (as was ſaid) to theit ſunction, which received its 
perfection of degtees in the effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt upon 
the Apoſtles, 
The Author of the Comments upon Sr, Tas Epiſtles at- 
tributed to St. Ambroſe ſaich , that ic was lawful at the ficit for 
Laicks and Deacons to preach.in the Adlemblies and Bapcize ; 
yet of that hisaflection he brings no ſound proof; Philip was 
ordained a Deacon, and he baptiſed the Eunuch; A,, a 
Diſciple baptiſed Saul, after called Pan; did Auna do ſo 
on: ly in the capacity of a Diſciple, and the other onely in che 
capacity of a Deaconꝰ No ſurely; for ic appears that they bad an 
immediate miſſion from God to teach and baptiſe, which is 
equivalent to an ordination, to the office of a Paſtor , eicher 
as to thoſe acts onel;, and for that time only, ot as to the whole 
ſtoral function to be conſtantly exerciſed, If any examples 
be foundin the Acts of the Apoliles of any Laicks or Deacons 
performing paſtoral offices, whoſe ordination ordinary or ex- 
traordinary is not mentioned, its meeter to judge and bꝛleive, 
that they had eicher the ordinary call or the excraordinary, ac- 


cording to the examples of Ananias and Philp (when the con- 


trary cannot be proved) then to affitm that any lay man might 

then at bis pleaſure exerciſe the acts of that ſacred vocation, 
Paul was no ſooner a Chtiſlian, but he was inſtantly by 
Chriſts immediate appointment made an Apoſtle (Act. 9. 15, 
20, cm Gal, 1, 16, 17, 23.) and without any other ordina- 
tion preached the Goſpel of Chriſt; yet ſome years aſter he 
together wich Barnabas were by the expreſs command of the 
Holy Ghoſt ordained by certain Prophets and Doctors which 
then were at eAntiech, In which ordination two things are 
obſervable. Firſt , that. the Apoſtles were ordained by theic 
ioferiors in oſſice; but the gxtraordinary commiſſion where- 
by this was done, makes zn exception confitming the rule , 
which is , that without all contradiRion, the leſs is bleſſed of 
the greater. The ſecond thing to be conſidered in that erdi- 
nation ate the ſacred ceremonies uſed in the ordination of Pa- 
Kors, to wit, prayer, which is the principal; faſting co 
commend 


1 Tim. 2, 7. 


Heb, 5. 
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commend the prayer, andimpoſirion of hands, as a vikble de- 
monſtration of Gods bleſſing them and their mivifiery with 
the gifr of the ſpirit co accompany their ſervice to the lookng 
of men from ve guilt and power of (in, and ſetting of them 
at liberty, to walk in the wayes of Gods commandements. 

An ordination of Paſtors celebrated without any one of 
theſe ceremones, cannot be accounted right and regular: 
St. Paul unh other ho were Presbyrers ordained Timothy by 
the joint impoſu ĩon of his and cheir hands; we find impoſi- 

Tim. 4. 14. tion of hands placed by the: Apotile amang the fundamentals 
eum 1 Tim. 1. C. of Chriſtian Religion; and there, although it follower 
Heb. 6, 1, 2, the immerſions in the names of the bleſſed Trinity, and there- 

fore may feem ro wport confirmation; yet it need not 
denote confirmation alone, but any other perpet ual ordinance ' 
of God, wherein this ceremony was to be uſed, by the aucho- 
riry of the Apoſtles example and practiſe. 

They which ſay that this ceremony was to laft no longer in 
uſe then God was pleaſed to continue the miraculous opera- 
tions uſual in the Apottolick times, ſeem to impure inconſide- 
rateneſsrothe Apoſtle, in reckoning chat one of the ſunda- 
mentals of Religion, which was not to be perpetually comi- 
rued in the mi litam Church: but we are affured, that the A- 

e being moved by the: Holy Ghoſt, could not ſpeak incon- 
ſiderately, and that every jundamenral of Chrifttan Religion, 
ſhall continue in Chrifts Church unto the end of the world, 
as this ceremony both in confirmacion and ĩn ordinat ĩons of 
Paſtors hath hicherco been al wayes uſed in the univecſal 
Church , and without doubt will ſo cominue umo che epd of 
time. | 

Paſtors are called in the Apoſtolical Epiſtles by two other 
names, that is, Biſhops and Prezbyrers ; ; ole ip con- 
rained in it ſelf the al offices, and cherefore an 
was alſo called a Bi and Preibyter. The firſt memion of 
Paſtors by the name of vis in Att. 11. 30. 
where the Church of Auiach is faid ro have ſent relief by Buy- 
nab and Saul unto the Elders of the Churches in Judes, in the 
time of the great deati, which was in the days of Clendins 
Caſær; inthe 15 Chapter of the A of rhe Apoltles,: = 

t 


Liurgics 2, c. 
the controvetſie concerning the neceſſu of citcumciſion 

keeping df the Law of A. ſes, brought by Pan! and Bar 

before the Apoſties and Elders ot Presbytets in the Church of 

Jeruſalem to be by them determined: We ſee in the cbap- 

ter of the Alls, how that Paul with fome of the brethrem, 

went iu unto jan: and all the elders were z whence 

we may obſerve , that the Apoſtles did not di andend the 

controverſie concerning citcumciſion and r e the Law 

without che preſence of the Presbyters of rhe Church where 

they then were ; nor did jet alone heat Pau bur rogether 

wich his Presbyters did boch beat him, and give him that ſea- 

ſonable Councel, to purific himſelt for the avoiding the of- 

- of tha beleiving Jews, which were numerous in Jeru- 
alens. 

Here atiſeth a queſtion , whether St. Ie was head of the Seck. 5, 
Presbyters of the Church of «lems onely as he was an A- 

poſtle, having his ordinary in that Church, or alſo as 

having an ordinary authority over the Presbycers , which was 

tobe continued to ſucceſſors over the fucceding Presbyrecs; 

it is cettain, t hat as an Apoltle he was the head of the Presby- 

tets, having aſuperioricy over them; but as the Apoſtleſhip 

wat not to palsto i ors, ſo neicher was his auchoriry to 

be conveyed to any in ſucceſſion; but ro be terminated with 

his life : it is mote then probable, that at that cime he was 

their ſuperior, onely as an Apoſtle ſett led in that Churob, nei · 

ther had we needto conceive him in ady. ſubſequem times to 

become their head in any other ſenſe then this, if the unani · 

mous ceſtimpny of the ancient Doctort of the Church did not 

conſtraĩn us to be of another judgment, unleſs we will reject 

the witnels -of the Carholick Church conflamly pecievered 

is {rom che begininiog of the ſecond Cent uary ter dut Sa- 

v1onrs birthunto this day. For the Fathers do conttanly affirm 

that St, James was (for ſome time befoce his deceaſe ) Biſhop 

of the Church of Jeraſalem, not onely in the ſenſe of the word 

{. Biſbop } common to an Apoſtle and every Presbyter, but in 

the ſenſe which ſoon after the time of Clemens Roman was - 

appropriated to ity that is, fignifying ſuch a Presbyter, as had 

« lupsriocity.-oyes all the cett of the Presbytert u wy 

| C urch, 


Apud Euſcb. 
bit. l. 4. c. 21. 
Ibid. I. 3. c. 29. 


Pedagq;. l. 3. 
c. ult. 


Strom, 6. 


De Monota- 
mia c. 11. 


Adverſus Va- 
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Church, to continue in him during life, and to be cransferred 
to ſome other afcer him, 

Hegeſppman Hiltorian, who flouriſhed about the year 170, 
relateth that after the death of St. James, Simon Cleopa being 
choſen Biſhop of the Church of Jer»ſalem, one I bebulu begin 
to corrupt the Church with vain Docttine, becauſe he was not 
made Biſhop there. And the ſame Hiſtorian writeth, that 
Simon Cleopa lived Biſhop of that place, until the times of 
Trajane the Emperor, under whoſe government Simon ſuffered 
Martyrdome, and John the Apoſtle died; by which teſtimony 
of an hiſtorian who lived within 60 years after the death of the 
Apoſtle St. Jobu, it plainly appeacech; that Simon was not ( af- 
tet the death of St. James brother of our Lord) conſtituted 
onely a ſingle Presbyter ot that Church, nor James before 
bim head thereof only as an Apoſtle or an extraordinary gover- 
nour, but that both were ordinary rulers of the whole Church, 
as well Presbyters as the other members thereof. 

Clemens Alexandrinum, who lived before the year of our Lord 
200, makes a clear diſtiggion between a Biſhop and à Presby- 
ter, ſaying that inthe Scrip: ures ſome — pertain t6 Bi- 
ſhops,ſome to Presbyters, and ſome to Deacons; and in another 
place, that a Presbyrer doing and teaching according to Gods 
will, although he be not on earth honoured with the firſt chair, 
ſhall fic on the 24 thrones judging che people: and alitcjeafter - 
he ſairh; that here in the Church che provectiors or proficien- 
cies of Biſhops, Presbycers, Deacons, be ĩimitations of the 
angelical glory. Tertulen, who flouriſhed in the year of our 
Lord 200, mentions an uſe in his time of asking leave of the 
Biſhop, of the Presbyters , and of the Deacons to marry: 
Elſewherche calls upon che Hereticks to ſhew the begintings 
of their Churches, and ſo to reckon the order of their Bi ; 
running from the beginning by ſucceſſions , chat the firſt (Bi- 
ſhop) have an Apoſtle or an Apoſtolical man for his anRor or 
anteceſſor, as the Church of Smyrna relates Polycarpm to be 
placed there Biſbop by Jobs (the Apoſtle;) and the Chureh of 
Rome te porteth Clement to have been ordained there by Pe- 
ter ( the Apoſtle.) In another place the ſame author faith, 
that Valentins becauſe he was ingenious & eloquent had hoped 

an 


. Lituroiesy Rites, &c. 


9 


an Epifcopacy add being angry that another by prerogative of De Bptiſme. 


Martytdome had obtained it, he departed from the Church, © 7 
Jo another place he hath this obſervation, viz, the emulation Ae, 
of Epiſcopacy is the mother of Schiſmes, I mult not forget re/1.3.c.3.c> 


the teſtimony of /reaews, who afficmeth of himſelf, that he 2% Euſe b. 


wis a hearer of Polycarpw , who was not onely taught by the L5.c.18, 


Adverſ.here/. 
I, 3. c. 3. Edit. 
Pariſ, 1567. 


Apoſtles, and converſed with many of them which ſaw the 
Lord, but was alſo by the Apoſtles in 4fi, (in which is the 
Church of Smyrna) conſlituted a Biſhop : the ſame Irena 
doth enumerate the Biſhops' of Rowe which ſucceeded one 
another from Peter unto Elentherins, who was the twelfth ſuc- 
ceſſor of Peter, Polycrates (Who was 65 years in the Lord when 
he wrote his Epiſtle unto Ver Biſhop of Rome, concerning 
the time of the celebration of the Paſche , which was about 
the year of our Lord 197, whereby ir appeareth, that he began 
to flouriſh-.bout 50 years after the death of Jobs the Apolile, 
if not much ſooner (if he was come to years of diſcretion 
before his Bapriſm ; ) Polycrates (I fay ) who was ſo near the 
times of the Apoſtles ſaith, that he was the eighth Biſhop' of 
Epheſm, Now it is acknowledged by all, that in the time of 
Dicter, a Biſhop had the preheminence over the Presbyrers in 
every Church; and therefore it is conſequent,that Pelycrates by 
the ſeven Biſtiops preceding him in Epbeſw,meanerh not ſingle 
Presbyrers,but ſuch Biſhops as were in the Church at the time 
of bis writicg that Epiſtle to Victor. + 8 

If che principality of the Eccleſiaſſical regiment had been 
in the Colledge of Preabyters, until the death of the Apoſtles, 
and after their deceaſe the principality of that government 
was committed to one, and not before; ſurely Polycrates , 
Irenexs, a6d Hegeſippmi had egregioully prevaricated io attribu- 
ting the principality of one to ſome part of the time of the 
Apoſtles , which (they li ing wich thouſands who muſt have 
ſeen and conſented to that change made after the Apoſiles de- 
ceaſe, if any ſuch had been then firſt made, ) could not be igno- 
rant of, But that theſe holy men were nor unfairhful in their 


relation, doth evident ly appear by this; namely, that all the _ 


Fathers, none contradicting, agree with them, affirming Bi- 


ſhops havivg in an ordinary _y a ſuperiority over Presbyters, 
| to 


$:4 6. 


l. de pudicitia 
c. 1. 
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to hive been ordained in the times of the Apoſtles, 
Concerning Arch-biſhops,(omirring the gueſſes of ſome an- 
cient DoRors concerning the Archiepiſcopacy of M 
Timothy, and Tims,) we may find ſome intimation of their be- 
ing inthe end of the ſecond century, partly , by the act ot 
Dicter Biſhop of Rome, in his attempt to excommunicate the 
Churches of the ff, and jarily by a paſſage in Tertullian, 
where he ſaith, the Biſbop of Biſhops hath made a decree, & c. 
but certaĩn ic is, that beſore che year af our Lord 250, where 
in Cyprias Biſhop of Carthage flouriſbed, Arch-biſhbops were 
ordaived in the Church: For Cypries wriceth , that there 


-vift, ad Ju- were many years and along age fince many Biſhops convening 
— — under eAgryppives (Biſhop of Cage) decreed, &. and 


J. 4. Epiſt, $, 


in one of his Epiſtles to Cornelia Biſhop of Raue, he ſaith, that 
his adverſaries boaſted, ſaying, that twenty five Biſhops of 
Numidis would come to Cartbage, who would make unte 
themſelves 2 Biſhop there. 2 

Among theſe Arch-biſhops, (who were ſuch indeed, but not 
yet in name, that we can find in any approvedauQtor of that 
age) were ſome more eminent then other; each of which bad 
ſome Arch-biſhops ſubordigace to them, which in following 
times were called primares: for ina province was one chiet 
City, under which werte divers mother Cities, which had 
lefler Cities under them; Ip theſe were the Biſhops, in the 
Mother-citics were the Mecropolicans or Arch-biſbops, in the 
ſrſt, the Primates ; priviledges made ſome variations. 

Of Primates and Metropolitans, the Council of Nyce ſaith, 
it is matiſeſt that, if any be ordained without the will and 
conſcience of the Metropoli ſhop, this great and holy 
Council hath decreed, be eught not to be 4 Biſhep. And in 
another Canon, the ancieve manner (ot cuſtome ) doth hal 
in Egypt, Lybis and Pemapalis, that the Biſhop of «Alexandris 
have the power of all theſe ; for the Biſhop of eme hath 2 
like cuſtome , in like manneralſo at Antweh 20d other pro» 
viaces : let the due honour proper to every Church be pre- 
ſet ved to ir, Theſe Primates and Arch-biſhops had no power 
inthivgs proper to the cogrizance of a Biſbep is his o. 
Dices, but onely in thoſe things whereof the Canons of 


the 


Liturg%s 5 Rhtes $ &c. 
the Church had commicted co chem che bearing and Judge- 
ment ; ot which were of cobcerament to many TT 


11 


And this is it which Cyyrias meancrh, where he (aich, none of £pif.ad Quin 
us ( Biſhops ) doth conſtitute himſelt to be a Biſhop of Bi- *. 


ſhops +' or dorh compell this Colledgeby tyrannical tetror to 


the pecefficy of obeyim ſeeing every Biſhop hath according 
to his on hiberty and free will chat he may not be judged: 


by 
another. Adrian the Emperour, who reigned from the year of A Vopiſum 


our Lord 227 

rible antrutbs 2g4ieft Chriſtians ; as that there was never 4 
Presbyreref the Chiriftians which was not a Mathematician 
a Semblayer, & c. that the very Patriarch, when he came 10 
Exypry u by ſome compelled to adore gerapis, by otheis to 
do Chet; chat they, which ſaid themſel ves to be Biſhops 
of Chritt,were devored ro Seru. It ſeems this Emperou 
had tale notice, that Chriſtians had Ecclebattical 
whereed forme were called Presbyrers, ſome called Biſhops , 
and ( perteps)) chat the Biſhop of Alexandris was over all 
Egype, &t. wad Biſhops thereof ; and therefore calls him 
the name of 4 like civil Magiſtrate, (Patriarch,) which was 
terward uſed by Chriſtiavs io u like ſenſe: but t much 
hath been ſrid to ſhe that ir was ordained in che times of the 
Apoſtlet that the principal authority in every Church ſhould 
be id one Precbyter advanced above and over the reſt, uno 


whom is « ſhort time aſtet, the name of (Biſhop) was made 


proper. This truth is ſo clear and wtitten, as ir were, with ca- 
its] or uncial lefters in the writings of all the anciencs, that 

be that cuaneth may read it in thetn. 

lache gent place. ic ſnould be conſidered, whether that Or- 


— 135; writeth ina certain Epiſiſe hor- . 


Seck. 7. 
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without the authority of the Biſhop ; for the preſervation of 
the honour of the Church , which remaining ſafe, peace is ſafe 
maintained. For the underſtanding of this, we muſt conſi- 
der, that, here the ex: tciſe of the power of preaching , bap- 
tifing, & c. in ſuch place and among ſuch perſons was not by 
ſome ordinance of the Church determined to this or that par- 
ticular Presbyter, there ic pertained to the Biſhop to do it, 
and not to iny ether without his leave; yea the very Ordinan- 
ces and Canons could not be made without his conſent and au- 
In Boi thority, as their principal author under Chriſt. For as Hierons 
—_ 1. ſaith, the whole care of the Church belongs unto che Biſhop ; 
and therefore he was to ſee that all the Presbyters did theit 

duties aſſigned to them, and that the miniſterial acts not al- 

lotted to any ſpecial Presbyter, were to be done by the Biſhop 

himſelf, or by him whom he would appoint to do them. 

rig. ad Eva. - Hierom mentions one thing proper to a Biſhop; hat doth 
grium. 2 Biſhop ſaĩth he ( excepring Ocdination, ) whicha Presbyrec 
| doth not do > where he maketh ordination of Presbytery to 

be the proper work of a Biſhop , which the Presbyrers were 

not to perform (except perhaps in the Biſhops place, and 

by his commiſſion in ſome caſes of neceſſity) as ſhall be ſhewed 

hereaſter; not that the Presbyters had no hand in Ordination, 

can. 3. but that the principal act in it; was onely the Biſhops, For 
Sed ſolapropter the fourth Council of Carthage ſaith ; when a Presbyter is or- 
auttoritatem dai ned, the Biſhop blefivg him and holding his hand upon his 
umme ſacer- head,, let the Presbytets alſo which be preſent, lay theit hands 
— _ by the hand of the Biſhop upon his head. And ic follows in 
tio & con- t he fourth Canon: when a Deacon is ordained, let the Biſhop 
{ccratio reſer- alone which bleſſeth him, lay bis hand upon bis head, becauſe 
— 9 7 he is not — to 22 but — — 
muit!s Keclelæ Mhere we ate to obſerye, that the ĩimpoſit ieꝑ of the of 
— Presbyters, is a. condition — requiſte to th: 


dicata concor- 


diam ſolveret, conſecra tion of a Presbyter, and ſo proper to it, that it may 
Scandala ge- pot be uſed inthe ordination of a: Deacons much ;lefs of a0 
necem.Iþd.. other ivferior officer the, bleſſing is the act in o dination, 
4 Ecel. offi. which is appropriated to the Biſhop, And therefore in the 
Gar. 5. circa ſecond Connoil of Hiſpalis, thePresbyters and Deacons conſe 
an. 656. Ooraccdby a Baſbapy who having ſore eyes could nd ca, 


=" 
- 2128 Vi 


were 


TLuurgies, Ries, &c. 13 


were depoſed from the degrees which they had ill gotten; a 
presbyter having contrary to the ot der oi the Church read the 
benediction. | 
The Biſhop performed in the Church the chief: offices of 

preaching 2 of the Communion, if he plea- 
ſed, nobe other being to do eirhec In his pteſence, bur by his 
call: ſometime to ſhe his power, orouc ofgqenuy, idlenefs ,- 
or diſda in, he neither would bimfelt exhort che people nor on 
' require a presbyter to do it; Which gre fault Mirram 2 

proves; in ſome Churches (ſaith he) is a bad cuſtome, that um. 5 
che Biſhop being pre ſent, the presbyters hold their; peace . as: 
thovgh the Biſhop envied or:tt{dained to hear them. o: 2:10.) 

- Some othet things were in ſome fort apptoptiatti:to the 1.2 3 
Biſhop , but were not made ſo peculiar to him as; ordination! 
was; nor were they all of them ſo ancient privitedges; nor of 
that weight; for cgafitmitiion was the chietett of chemwhich G . Eoiſt. 1.3. 


* 


iu ſome ciſes and place pteshytets might and did'uſyatiy/per- E. 26, conc. 
form: The making of the Chtiſmi che figniog of - i — 4 
zed in the forehead with che ;figncof che Crole 4 _ _—_— 
of: Virgins , f the altar, Cc. were ceremonies of Tels:mo-, 1 
ment, and ſome'of them ot -a lattet inſtitu tion. 


But not vithſtandipg chat: the Biſhop. had:in-fome thipgs 2 
propriecy; and in att rhings:Eccl@higical a: principality yet 
the pręsbytersthad a ſubordinate power ondinary or. extraordi - 
nary 15 "he one, and in the ocher; for the Biſhop coutdordaia: 
no p:esbyrer without the conſent of the * anch the 
im oficton of theic hands. Cyprian affirmetl, that the Clergy of 
Run re ſided with Corgliue:their — * The ſoacth Coun-· — Ep. ad 
e 


eil of. Carthage probitbics che Hi hop td hegt ny Mans Cauſe cone 
wichout the preſenc=ot his Clergy, and forbids 2 3 
Wah 


ſell: or change 20 . belonging to che-Church, without cas. 23. 
conſent 1 't | 8 b that there | 

not ſo greica diſtance berween the Bifbop. 3nd »presdyrers , as, 
hartrof-4accer vines btepkepry nog as is boeween 5 preabyres 
and a Deacon, doch appear by ſome Canons of the {ame ancient 
Council ;1&hich ordaĩn that the Biſhop ſitting in avy place, 
ſuffer dot à ptesbyter to ſtand: "and. that the Biſhop: in the 


Can, 34. 
£48, 35. 


Churc uff; amongithe puesbyters in 8 bigher ſeats but in the 


houſe 


T4 
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houſe muſt know himſelf co be aCollege (or companion) of the 
esbycers. Concerning the diſtance betweeo a ptesbytet and 
the Canons of the Synod ſay, that a Deacon is 


Deacon 
Vide Conc.Ni- Tninifier as well of the presbyter, as of the Biſhop ; that a 
cænum. c. I 4.6 Deacon in the convention of the presbyters may ſpeak one ly 
Arelat. 1c. a1. hen he icacked, and that he is not to fit but hen he is com- 


Can. 37. 
Can. 39, 
Tax. 40. 


Eſai.c. 3. 


Seck. 8. 


cmi bittef. 


| Arm 


 afrer 300 yearsfioce 


13, Eph. vi, Da 


graceſt weight. 
ther in the firftrwenry yeats of the A p 


manded by rhe ptesbyter. Therefore. ĩt may ſeem , that if 
| e deceaſe of the Apoltles, (at which 
ime rhe — of Biſhops was much enlarged ) there was no 
mote difference between a Biſhop and a presbyrer, the difle- 
" —— at — 2 the Biſhop 1 = the 
Colledge rers, icch of popety hath made 
— — callathe Colledge of presbyters the 
Biſhops Senzte ; intimating thereby, that the Biſhop ought to 
— — Eccleſiaſtital cauſes, in the preſence, and 

with the adviſe and conſent of his presbyters. Hence it was, 
/before the time of St. Hicrome, the holy Martyr 
Coypraum ( cat; — conſent of the Clergy of the place where 
he then w { being abient from his own City and presbyters) 
ordained one a and another a ſubdeacon, he) excuſeth 
himſelf by his Letters to the Presbyrers of his own Cathedral, 
— — done by him in their abſence, 
but was begun is their Common Council) was promoted 
4 neceſſay; their Council therefore that was requiſte 
in ſo mall a matter, was much more neceflary in mattets of 


here to conſider the famous queſtion, whe- 


reach = (ſome- 
the Church did in com- 


K i 


ot leis) the whole care 


mo belong to the Colledge of preshiters of every Church 


where vo Apoſtle was p 5 nor lift, nor amy ſup- 
plying rhe - an Apoſtle; or did the care and government 
6f every. h (except where ſome invincible hindcance 
withitood) belong uno one as principal and head, and to the 
— ovely as his Senate and Connſellors > "ok 
Axclenes vary in this point: Epiphanias and ſome ot 
and worm rere theApoliles, 
dilio from rhe offices of r 
a 


Litugie. 3 Rites . &e, 17 
and ptesbyters; and that ip all Churches where fit men for that 4e ſacer- 


office were found, they were ordained and fer over tha pres- Sn non ef 


þyrers, and that the Senare of presbyters did alone govern 23 


onely in ſome Chui ches he h man was found fic to be made 5 
a Biſhop, | > ordinem con- 

: tingit eſe - 
ſtinctionem digaitatum & officiorums quæ tamen novun gi adus vel edis em gen conſlituunt, ut 
Archipriybyter , Epiſcapus , Archiepiſcopus „ Fatriarcht, pentzſes ſummus, Ly ultra ſacerdo- 
tium an addunt ordinem nec gradum novum fed ſolum dignitatem . officium, & ita Epiſcopatus 
prout concernit ordinem ſacerdotsi bend poteſt diei orde, ſed p rout uiſlinguitur contra ſacerdo- 
tium dic itur dig nitatem quandam vel oſſicium Epiſcops anne um, & ran eft proprie nomen ordinu, 
nec 0 u character imprimitur, net nous pete datur, ſed peteſſ ꝙ dats 8. unde ficut 
non recipit alias clave 2 net alium ordinem: & bas ſenſit magiſter Hugs Victore) & 
Mater ententiarum. Bonavent. in 4. diſt, 24. J. 3. Et poſtea---non ita propriè dicitur a- 
lights ordiuari cum promovetur in Epiſcopum, ficut cum promovetur in ſac erdate m, ſed magis pro- 
fit Pas aſecrari , & poſtea--- non datus ibi nova pete ſed ſolim poteſtas ligandi & 
olvend; ampliatur. 

Solis ſacerdetibus datur & in ordine ſacerdotali poteftas c/qvium » ſcilicet quantum ad ſol- 
vendum & ligandum quaſi mediatoribus inter Deum & ſubdtas. Si obſiciatur g. ed magis co u- 
venit poteſlalem clavium dari Epiſcopo in conſecratione Epiſcopi » dicendum quad nequaquans , 

4 Epiſcepus non dicitur novum ordinem , nec in conſecrationem Epiſcopi datur nous ordo: 
id tantum ampliatur poteſtas, Alex. Halenſ. to. 4. de poteft. clavium. g. 10. 1. 8. 4. 

Probatum eft ( ſcilicet diſp. 1 40. c. 1.) mquitV aſques quod Hitronymus uullam conſtituat 
d ferentiam jure Divino inter Epiſcopatum e Presbyterinms [ed cenſeat jure tantun eccleſcaſtico 
diſcrimen fuiſſe ntreductum. In 3. p. diſp. 142.£.8, 

Ego ſane ( inquitVaſques ) ſuſpicor vebementer S. Thomam ea e cenſecratienem cum 
qua confertur pate ſlas Epiſcopaiis jure humano eſſe introductam. In 3. 5. diſp. 1 43. c. 2. 


Hierom and ſome other taught, that che Apoſl les left at the Epi/copss ſols 
ficlt the whole care of every Church, (where none of them or Tdiaatione 
their Vicegetents, ot Evangeliſts refided) unto the body of the N 
presbyters of each Church, which exerciſed all Eccleſiaſtical an ho 
powers in 1 until the — — to — the 12 Timoth. 
flocł ind to make of one Church many Independent Congreg:- han. 18. 
tiovs: For the aveiding of which inconvenience, t urches nee 22 2 

— unanimovſly agreed to commit the peincipal care of every — —4 — 4 
© Church unto one presbyrer, without whole conſent the reſt of 4 Tin. c. 3. 
the presbytets were nat allowed to exerciſe any part of ther | 
Eccleſiaſtical ſunction; and to that advanced pregbyrer ſome n Ep.ad Lit. 
minifleriel 2Qs', and alſo the pame of Biſhop were after ſome ©.7 · 4 gle, 
time appropriaced. Before Sidipgs ip Religias (faith Miran) «lf 23, 6. 
were made by the iattin of the Devil; ond that it wis faig A1 
amevg 
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I. Amalearium imong the poopie! am of Paul, I of Apalles,&c.the Churches 
de Eccleſ. offic- ere governed by the Common Council of the Presbyters : but 
* after that every Presbyter thought thoſe whom he bapriſed to 
enf. Epiſcopus/ be his and not Chriſts , it was decreed in all the world, that 
de ſacraments one Choſen out of the Presbyters ſhould be fer over the reſt, 
altaris, c.9. unto whom all the care of the Church ſhould appertain; and ſo 
the ſeeds of Schiſmes ſhould be taken away. A little after he 
affirmeth., that at the firſt che care of the Church was equally 
divided among many; and yet a little further (having cited 
out of 1. Epiſt. to I im. and che Epiſt. to Tituu, and the Epiſt. 
to the Philipp. & c.) theſe (ſaith he) were ſaid that we might 
ſhew , that the ancient Presbyters were the ſame with Bi- 
ſmops; but by lircle and little, that the plants of diſſention 
--In qu0s (de- might be plucked up, all the ſollicitude was delated to one, 
linquentts) Therefore as the Presbyters know themſelves by the cuſtome 
— of the Church to be ſubject to him who 1s ſer over them, ſo 
Presbytererum let Biſhops know themſelves to be greater then Presbytets, 
cenſura deſe- more by cultome then by the truth of Divine diſpotiſion, and 
vit. Hier ad ought in common to rule the Church, imicating Moſes, who 
Demerriad. hen he might have alone ruled the people, yet chole other 
wich whom he would judge them. 

The words of this ancient Facher need no explication; for 
they ſay plainly that every Church ( meaning wherein no extra- 
ordinary miniſter reſided, Apoſtlegor his Vicegerent) was at the 
fitft governed by the Colledge of Presbyters, and that their 

Hare in Ec- dividing one Church into many Independent Congregations , 
clefra baptiR8- firſt (that we can find) in Corinth, after, in many other places, 
any rr put a _—_— upon the Churches to provide a convenient te- 
accipiat Spin- medy againſt ſo dangerous a diſeaſe ; which remedy was the 
tum Sandlum ? committing of every Church to one chief minſſter, to whom 
id fafium re. the reſt were to be ſubordinate in the manner be ſore ſpecified, 


erimus ad ho- | a - * 
— potius d Here obſerve 91. that 5 according co St. Hierom, every B1 


ſacerdotii qua ſhop ought to rule the Church iv common with the presbyters. 
ad legis ne- 2. that Hierem ſaith, that the decree of making one chief in 
ceſſtatem. Ee. * 7 

cltfie [alus ii ſummi. [acerdotis dignitate ac veneratione conſiſlit, cui ſi non exors quadam e- 
A [omatbus] eminens detur poteſtes, tot in Eccleſis e cientur ſchiſmata quot ſa- 
cerdote g. Iade venit, ut (ine cbriſmate & Epiſcopi ſuſſane neque Presbyter ne que Draconus jus 
— baptizands, quad fre quenter (ſs tamen — 


4s cegit) ſcimus licere laſers, Hier. contra 
Lucifer, 


every 


every Churck was in all the world; whereby he intimates this 
ioſtitution of Bichops to have its beginning after the planting 
of the Churches in moſt parts of che hen known world. 

3. that he afhirmeth, that Panlatim ( by little and little, or by 

degrees) the care of every Church was committed to obe; 
which doth inſinuate, chat the decree inſtituting a Biſhop was 
not in a Synod of the Apoliles or Churches; but enaRted in 

every Church, firſt in ſome, then in other, and ina ſhort time 

in all, over all the world, in ſuch manner as a general cuſtome 

is created; and therefore he ſaith, that the Presby ters are ſub- 
ject to the Biſhop by the cuſtome of the Church, and the Bi- 
ſhop greater then they, rather by cuſtome then by the Lords 
diſpohtion. So Auguſtine writing to Hierame; although (aich 
he) according to the names of honour, which the uſe (or 
cuſtome) ot the Church hath kept, a Biſhop be greater then 
a presbyter, yet Aug»ftme (a Biſhop) is in many things in- 
ferior to Hierome 6 a presbytet:) So modeſtly and humbly 
doth the moſt pious and wiſe Biſhop Auguſtine write unto the 
holy presbytet Hierome , his elder in years, and his inſetior in 
digvity. They that affirm Epiſcopacy to be inſtituted by a 
Council, do not mean a Council taken in a-proper ſenſe, but 
for the unanimous votes of the Churches deczeeing the ſame 
thing upon the ſame grounds and reaſons , which ate the prin- 
cipal things reſpeRted ina Council: and it is truely ſaid, illad 
unumquodq; dicitur quod oft principalius in eo, Fourthlyyit ſeems 
conſequent to Hierow's aboye-cited diſcourſe , that it is not 
certain, which ſome affirm , that Biſhops were ſet over the 
Churches before the time wherein St. Paul wrote his firſt E- 
piſtle ro '7 wothy, or his Epiſtk to Ti, & c. out of which 
Hrerome proves the identity of Biſhops and presbyters, and che 
government of the Church by the Cglledge of presbycers. 
But of the exact time of the infticution of Biſhops it's not 
much material to know , ſeeing all agree; it was made in the 
time of the Apoſtles, By ſome of thoſe places cited by him, 
it's likelyhe intended onely to-prove the name Bi to be 
common at that time as well to presbyters as to their ſuperior 

Eccleſiaſtical officers, | 

But it might be thought that Hierome in this matter oy" 
D its 
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dias himſelf, becauſe elſewhere he faith, that James the 
brother of our Lord was ſtatim (quickly) affer our Lords paſ- 
ſion ordained by the Apoſtles Biſhop of Jer«ſalem, and that he 
ruled that Church for 30 years, until che ſeventh year of 
Nero : unto this difficulty another may be added, ſhewing a 
ſeeming contrariery in this learned Father's ſpeeches con- 
cerning the inſtitution of Biſhops; which is, that here he 
affitmeth the Epiſcopacy to be an Eccleſiaſtical and ſo an hu» 
mane conititution, and in another place that it is an Apoſtoli- 
cal tradition. It is not hard to reconcile theſe ſeeming con- 
trary expreſſions: for firt, we mult conſider Epiſcopacy oc 
government by one as chief among the presbyters, to have been 
either extraordinary, (managed by one exttaordinacy perſon, 
which was not by any ordinary rule of the Church to have a 
ſucceſſour,) or ordinary, in the hand of one perſon, which, 
by a Canen of the Church, was to have a ſucceſſour: an A- 
poſtle preſent in any Church had power over the presbyters, 
and the preheminence in all ſacerdotal duties above them in 
that Church. Of Apoſiles ſome were primary, as the twelve, 
other ſecondary ; and theſe were either indeed (as well as ip 
name) Apoſtles, or onely becauſe they were converſant with 
the Apoſtles and their helpers » and many times left by them 
in ſome Churches, or ſent co them as their Vicegerents , ſuch 
were Timothy, I itus, Linus, Clemens, &c. all theſe by their A- 
poſtolical ſunction, or by vercuz of their Vicegerency, had the 
principal rule in the Ghurches wherein they abode, even 
then, when in all other Churches, the Colledge of the presby- 
tets took the care of all, having no Supetior conſtantly reſi- 
dent over them. Aſterward, when upon occaſion of the 
ptesbytets abuſing their power by reaſon} of the Apoſtles ab- 
ſence; to the begetting of Schiſmes, the Churches by Apoſto- 
lical conſent agreed to give in every Church a prin. ĩpality to 
one ptesbyter above the reſt ( which in ſome time afcer had 
the name of (Biſhop) made proper to him, and was made an 
ordinary officer in all Churches; ) then the Apoſtles and their 
Vicegerents in the Churches of their reſidence had the power 
over the Colledge of presbyters , not onely by their Apoſtle- 
tip or Yicegerency , but alſo by the new decree , and inſti- 
tution 
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cution of an ordinary Epiſcopacy. Now,becauſe ic was thought 
fic by the Apoſtles that James ſhould refide at Jeruſalem, (and 
that not long after the aſcenſion of our Saviour) it might truly 


" beſaid, that he was then ordained , that is, conſtituted Bi- 


ſhop (extraordinary) in that place for ſome particular reaſons 
taken from conſideration of ſome particular condition of that 
place , whoſe Epiſcopacy afterward was continued for the ge- 
neral reaſon of preventing Schilmes ; and conſequently of an 
extraordinary Epilcopacy was made an ordinary Epiſcopacy » 
which was to paſs to ſucceſſors. The ſame proportionably 
mult be ſaid of the Epiſcopacy of St. Peter in Rome and Antioch, 
of Timothy in Epheſus, of Titus in Crete, of Lim and Clemens 
in Rome, and ſo of others: all of which were fitſt Biſhops ex- 
traordinary , and after the general decree they were alſo made 
as ordinary Biſhops in the Churches where the decree found 
them extraordinary Biſhops, Hierom doth in many places 
ſpeak as one that ſuppoſed Biſhops to be above Presbyters be- 
fore the making of that decree; but his meaning was not that 
ordinary Biſhops were before ir (tor then he had contradicted 
himſelf) but the extraordinary, 

If the reſt of the Fathers be ſo underſtood ( as it is not very 
improbable but that many of them may) che ſeeming diſſe- 


rence between him and ſome of them may be perhaps in the. 


main reconciled, Theodoret ſaith , that Biſhops in the life 
time of the Apoſtles were called Apoſtles, the name of the 
extraordinary Biſhops being alſo communicated to the ordi- 
nary Biſhops, who alſo had ſome appearance of being Vicege- 
rents unto thoſe twelve general Paſtors of the univerſal Church 
while they lived, as they were counted cheir ſucceſſors after 
theic deceaſe. 
to the other ſeeming contrariety in St. Hierom's writings 
affirming the ordinary Epiſcopacy to be of Eccleſiaſtical and 
humane inſtitution and alſo of Apoſtolical tradition, it is 
eaſily anſwered, | 
Firſt , That the ordinary Epiſcopacy is not a primary tradi- 
tion of the Apoſtles bur of the Churches; to whoſe decree the 
Apoſtolical approbation added no new ſanction, but ratified 
the authority of the Churches as prudently exerciſed in making 
that conſticution, D 2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, that decree may be ſdid to by of Apoſtolical tra- 

dition, beczuſe their extraordinaty Epiſcopacy and che ex- 
traordinary Epiſcopicy of theit Vicegerencs eftabliſhed by 

them, were patterns, which the Churches had an eye undo 

for theic ditection and enconoragement in the framing of 

that decree; hoping that the good ef peace, preſerved where 

the extraordinary Epiſcopacy was placed, would be beſt main- 

rained in all Churches when the like government ſhould be 

2 ſetled in all to continue by ſucceſſion. Thitdly, the ancient 
Fathers affirm many eccleſiaſtical obſervances ro be of divine 

or Apoſtolical itſticarionh or tradition, upon other grounds 

then may beget 4 certain belief of their being truely divine or 
Apoſtolical, Auguſtine ſaith; that whatſoever che univerſal 

Church holdech, and 1s not found in following Councils con- 

ſtituted, bur always retain:d, is moſt tightly believed to be 

De bapt. contra delivered by the Apoſtolick authefity. Hierom affirmeth , 
Donar. , 2. that may things, which ate by tradition obſerved in the 
Churches, have uſur ped to themſelves the authority of a Di- 
vine lav; as in baptiſm to immetge the head thrice, and then to 
Adverſus Lu- taſt the concord of milk and honey; to ſigtiſie infancy : and 
ciſerianos. on the Lords day, and in all the Pentecoſt not to pray kneelivg 
nor to faſt, Conſtantive the great exhorteth all ro embrace the 

decree of the Niceze Council concermng the ſet time of the 

R celebration of the Feaſt of Exſtty, 6 a gift of God, and a 
=_— — %, Commapdetment ſent down from heaven : for whatſoever is 
b. 18. — decreed in the holy Councils of the Biſhops, that ought to be 
Baſil. 1570, aſctibed to the divine will. Hitrow in another place ſaith, 
b , let every one judge the preceprs of the abeients to be A poſto- 
cron. Ep. a8. tical laws. It ĩs hot to be doubted (laith Les Biſhop of Rome) 
but that every Chriftian obſervance is of divine erudition; and 

Serm.z. de je- that whatſoever is received by the Church into a cuſtome of 
jan. Pentecof, devotion, proceeded from the Apoſtolical tradition, and the 
Doctrine of the holy Spitit. The Fathers uſe very frequently 

to affirm ſome inſtitutions or rites to be divine ot Apoſtolical, 

becauſe they ſeemed agreeable to, ind theit law ful neſs demon- 

ſtrable by, the old Teſtament, the Goſpels, or Apoſtolick E- 

piſtles: So the Lent Faſt is by them ſaid to be of Apoſtolical 

and Divine tradition, becauſe it ſeems av imication of = 
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Faſt of Elias and of Chu ĩſt; and Monachiſm is aſſitmed to be 
Apoſtolick, becauſe it hath an appearance of being av imi- 
tation of John the Baptiſt, &c, yet many ancient wricers make Amalzr. 


(who flouriſhed Forty 


Pope Teleſphorms 


years after the de- Alcuin. 


ceaſe of St. John the Apoſtle) to be the author of the Quadrege- — 


{mal Faſt (although indeed it had a much later beginning, ) 
and affirm Paul aud Anthony to be the Fathers of Monachiſm. 
So that many inſticuces were counted Apoſtolick, becauſe 


ſome example or reaſon of rhe Scriprure did ſeem to wartant i 


om. in vita 


them. Whence Hicrem and others intimate, that Epiſcopacy Paul. 


was inſtituted in imication of Aaron and his Sons, or 
Apoſtles and 70 Diſciples, affirming Biſhops to be ſucceſſors 
of Aaron , andthe Apoſtles and Presbyters the ſucceſſors of 
the Sons of Aaron, and of the 70 Diſciples, 

Fourthly, it is : cerrain ttuth, acknowledged by all che 
learned, that the Apoſtles were authors as well of local and 
remporary or univerſal avd remporary ordinances, rites, or 
' ceremonies 2s of univerſal and perpetual: for they were 
inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt infallibly to diſcern both what the 
preſent condition ( although variable ) of ſome or all the 
Churches required, and what upon reaſons at iſing from un- 
variable grounds and circumſtances was needful to be obſerved 
in all the Chutches of Chriſt : Potycarpw ( a bearer of the A- 
poſtles, and by St. Job» made a Biſhop of Smyrna) celebrated 
the Paſche inthe foutteenth moon, and ſo did the teſt of A/is 
and ſome of the Eaſt: obſerving it the ſame time with the 
Jew, moved thereto by the countenance and example of Sr, 
Jobn the Apoſtle; but Anicetws Biſhop of Rome, (who flouriſh- 
ed in the life time of Polycarpm) and —— the Churches 
of the Weſt, kept the Feaſt at another time, and on the Lords 
day, induced thereto as they affitmed by the tradition and 
example of St. Peter the Apoſtle, We cannot with reaſon 


and chatity think that either Polycarpur wich che Aſun and Aud Euſeb. 


Eaſt, ot Anicetus with the Weſter» Churches, could be igno 
rant of the time when Petey in the #eft or John in eAfis ob- 
ſerved that Feaft, Polycarpm being an eye witneſs of what 
the Apoſtle St. John did, and Anicerw being a hearer of the 


hearers of Clemens, who was contemporary with the Apoſtle 
St. 


- & Iren. 


—  - 


— — — 


— —ͥ èᷣU—— Oo 


— 


22 A Treatiſe of the Primitive Epiſcop a, 


St. Peter; or that they would conſiderately ſpeak, and perſe- 
veringly maintain an untruth, imputing a fact to either Apoſtle 
which he had not done, eſpecially, ſeeing the untruth, on 
either fide, might have been confuted by a thouſand witneſſes : 

_ wherefore we mult judge this to be an evident example of a va- 
riable apoltolick iptlicuciop. I might inſtance in parc of the A- 
poſtles decree in the 15 chapter ot the Act, of the Apoſtles, 
of thiogs ſtrangled, and blood; but leaſt I move ſctuples in 
weak conſciences, which they cannot eaſily be rid of, I will 

A only commercd to the conſideration of the judicious the judg- 

uuſt contra 

Fauflum |. 32. ment of ſome ancient writers quoted in the margent. There be 

c. 13. Et tract. many rites which the Fathers held to be Apoſtolical, which in 

ai contra gre- the times of the ſame Fathers, were in many places altered 

cos in biblzth. or neglectedzas the three immerſions in baptiime; the repairing 

mp 5 cg. of neighbour Biſhops to the people where a Biſhop was wan- 

1319. 1320, ting. chere to ordainene in the preſence of the people; not to 

faſt in the dayes of Pentecoſt, and ſome other; which prove that 

according to the. judgment of thoſe Fathers, the Apoſtles, 

(guided by divine inſpiration) made ſome decrees alterable, 

and which were upon juſt reaſons accordingly changed or diſ- 

uſed:and there{ore if it were proved, that the Apoſtles by divine 

motion were the primary Auctors of Epiſcopacy and not the 

Church; yer if it cannot appeate to be a conſtitution built upon 

perperuall reaſon, and in its nature independing upon variable 
circumſtances, it may poſſibly be changed by the Church. 

Here ic may be demanded by what members of it ſelt did 

the univerſal Church abrogate the Presbyterian and inſtitute 

Epiſcopal Government; and what power was taken from the 

Presbyters by that abrogation > For anſwer to theſe demands, 

we muſt diſtinguiſh between the power given to miniſters, to 

doe ſome things; as to preach, baptize, ordain Paſtors, excomu- 

nicate, abſolve, &c. and ſecondly, the free exerciſe of thoſe 

acts, and thirdly, the regulation of the exerciſe of them, as to 

the perſons about whom, time when, the place where, the man- 

ner, decency, & c. To the regulation belong, 1. The making of 

laws concerving the due exerciſe of the power, agteeable to the 

divine laws, and ſecondly the ſuperintendents of the execution, 

and thirdly the executors of them, As for the power, ĩt doth 

not 


g Lurgies, Rites, &C, 23 
not appear, that any of that was taken from the Presbyters or 
their Colledge by the ĩnſtitut ion of Epiſcopacy, it they were 
deprived of any part of ic, that muſt be the ordaining of Ptesby- ca. 13. 
ters; but the Council of eAncyr« ſeems to demonſtrate, that 
the power ot 0:daining Paſtors did and doth remain in them, 
which they did exerciſe by the leave, and in the place of the E Synod Ax. 
Biſhop which Could not at his pleaſure give them, bit ſuppo- —— — 
ſed the power continuing in them. Fhe words of the Council ;, g * 
be theſe (according tothe Greek Original and not their vulgar 143. c. Pong : 
tranſlation) ir is not lawful (ſay the Fathers of that Synod) 
4 for the Chorgpiſcopi (Countrey, or Village Biſhops) nor toc 
the Presbytets of che City to otdain Presbyrers or Deacons, 
unleſs that be committed to them by the Biſhop (being abſent 
in another Dioceſs)by his letters. Andtherefore the Churches 
decree conſtituting Epiſcopacy, abridged the Presbyters whe- 
ther dividedly, or copjunctly conſideted, but onely in the exer- 
ciſe of their power. Surely ic muſt bebeleeved;thac no ordination 
would be made by the Apoliles excelling the ordination which 
our Saviour celebrated, breathing upon his Apoſtles &c, and gi- 
ving them a com̃iſsion to reach, &c. with promiſe robe with 
themunto the worlds end,whereby the Presbyters were victual- 
ly ordained and cofiſſionated asttuly as the Biſhops, and chere- 
fore received thereby as much power as they in reſpect of the 
kind and nature ; which hinders not, but that the exerciſe ot 
ſome part of it might be taken from many of the perſons ordai- 
ned. But ſome perhaps may ſay,thatChriit in chat ordination or- 
dained inthe Apotiles ſome as elder Brethren, and others as the 
younger, yet hence it will follow that the kind and nature of 
the ordination is the ſame in all;(as the nature of the Father is 
in all his Sons) and that onely a pripcipallity in the having and 
exerciſe of ic belongs to the Biſhops;which is granted. Others 
may ſay farcher, that Chriſt in qrdainivg the Apoſtles did vir- 
tually ordain {ome as the Sons of the Apoſtles, and others as 
their grand-children; if this can be well proved, it will indeed 
evince, that the power of ordination, as well as the exerciſe of 
it, 1s poor to the Biſhops; but until it be made clear, that this 
was the primary meaning and intention of Cht iſt in that Act of 


ordination, and not an effect onely of a conſe quent occaſional 
previdence 


— — * 
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providence of the Apoſtles and Churches, it is probable that 
che t of ardination remaineth füll in the presbycers 
inthe uſe bythe canon of the Churches and A potiles. 
The members of the Church, which made the decree af Epiſco- 
cy and limited the uſe of the Ecleſiaſtical power, in the pres- 
— greater numbet ef the presbyters themſelves 
which remained in the unity of the myſtical body with the 
greater part of the people; and the Authors of it by way of ap- 
probation and confirmation were the holy Apoſtles. The Apo- 
les and Presbyters, in the effefting of ir, exerciſed the ordi- 
Beſ. l. conſtit. nary, Vicary Authority, which they had as being by their ordi- 
monaft, c. 22. nation made the Vicegerents of the bleſſed Mediator Cht ĩſt 
Jeſus (conſidered only as Mediator) according to the ſaying, be 
that heareth you, heareth ane, and he that deſpiſeth you, de ſpiſerh 
; me, and the ſay ing of the Apoſtle, we are Embaſſadors for Chriſt 
2. Cor. 5. 20. and we pray yes in Chriſts ftead be ye reconculed to God. That aut ho- 
rity when it is due ly exerciſed ought to be obeyed, and becauſe 
presby ters may erte in the uſing of it; a ſpirit of diſcerning 
noxious doctrines and conflitutions is given to Chriſtians to 
examine and tiie, wich command to reject the evil and receive 
che good: which good if the major part refuſe, being by their 
Aug. de temp- Paſtors propounded to them, they may do it upon their peril, & 
ſerm. 1433. as they will anſwer it to God; unity and peace ipterceding and 
forbidding that no Eccleſiaſtical conſtraint or cenſure proceed 
againſt the civil higher power, or the major part of the peo- 
ple, It is therefore requiſire, that conſlitutions to be made 
laws in the Church be, by the lea ve of the ſupreme magiſtrate 
if he be 2 Chritiian, p ropounded to the people, that theit con- 
ſent being given the miniſterial authority may make them 
laws Eccleſiaſtically obliging , if no higher authority hinder, 
Before theſe La- makers conſtituted Epiſcopacy , every ſm- 
gular Presbyrer was to act according to the directions and 
rules of the Presbyterian Colledge , which was the Church 
Law-giver, and ſupetintendent of the execution, having the 
ſupreme dignĩity under themedator, and preheminence in all 
things properly Eccleſiaſical. What is ſpoken concerving 
the Colledge of Presbyters muſt be applied proportionibly to 
the ſeveral bodies of them in the Dioceſan, provincial, impe- 
rial 
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rial, or uiverſal Church. The decree conftituting Epiſco- 
pacy, took from the Colledge its high. dignity and prehemi- 
nence, and conferred it upon one, and ſo divided the exetciie 


of the Legiſlative power among the Biſhop and the Colledge, 


that the one might not duely uſe it without the other. Fot 
although che dignity and precedency of the Biſhop may give 
more weight co his vote, yer is the Vicary authoricy (which 
cannot be ſeparated from Presbyrers as long as they be Pres- 


byters) as truly exerciſed in their votes, whecher in deciding. 
controverſies of faich, or making of Canons, &. as it is in 


the Biſhops vote: Which is manifest, as by mavy teſtimonies 
of anciquiry' ſo by che practiſe of our Engliſh Synods, which 


are conformable, in the ſubſtance, to the beſt ; 
conſtiration of Councils. The ſuperimendency , which rhe 
Colledge had over the execution of all Eccleſiaſtical duties 


purely or properly E 
EE — bur by his Laws and po 
jght | — — in 


— 


moſt ancient 


1 — 


if Edicts be coſiſtant with 


by putting the hand and ſeal of * kigheſt Vicaty 9 as 


Se, 10, 


Chrſof.i 2. 
Cor. hom. 18, 
Cc. 
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Gods, Vicegerent, to the reſolves of the ſubordinate Vicary 
authority of the Vicezerents of our bleſſed Mediator, as Me- 
diator Cod and man, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. God ĩt a Cod of 
order; and hath ordainzd that this unity and harmony between 
theſe two authoticies ſhould be firmly kept, otherwiſe by a 
ſopite neglect of duty or by an exorbitant uſurparion on ei . 
ther ſide, che unity and peace, beth: of Kingdome and Church 
are equally io danger of beigꝑ broken. The proppunding of the 
ttue docttibe in cetifion Gf chgtroverſies, or of conkicutions 
of expedien or neceſſary rozdification are acis of religion moſt 
proper to the Biſhops, and ptesbyters; the firſt an a& of the 
pr See the goſpel j che other an act of ectleſſaſthcal Co- 
verpment eue 5f thetroch #0d Ordinkoces ſeen to 
be pro 1 wih the coßfieming of t his de- 
ctee and fanctiog, or addition (where he ſeeth it needful) of a 
reward or mulct is che pare of U Chriſtian Prince diicerving 
upop due ſeaf ch; che ruth and the uſefulneſſe, of the orditian- 
ces propounded upto Him; whoſe embracing i is bis act of ſubje· 
ction to Chrilt ; and cnfirrnatiob d ſanction, an act uf his Vi- 
Cary; authority. To make laws deſtoving civil gifts or privi- 
ledges onthe Church, and ofdaibins civil puniſhmenrs for oſ- 
fence co itred dect ChrMien religion and Eccleſiaſtical 

des ohllitu kittg Cottis for the Cognizance of ſucb au- 
ſes, e 8 of thoſe Liws, is the peculiar ind pto- 


pet work of a Chriftiah King,which he may well doe without 
2 dae ben iy of fi 174 7 | presbyrers ; ; but which he may beſt 
We We ori bp counſel. 

w_ 'the Kings Majefty, the: lionou- 

che, ad8'rhe venerable [chovocation, 

BY N a 6 is detifers 

of, copttaverh e or ineſtivg-Beclefaſtical Canons, 
ot aby the | lefignical atrets, becauſe they are the con- 

i ores Hal The Concerned?” 1 15! 

i! Beigre 5h "Mifeiltratk Veer cuil the Clergy: 
— ple . wen, rheif e. © iphes% concurred per- 
Wage ert ons '6f ind 'Presbycers;- pad 


r matyChriſtien Prnperodrand Kings, 
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Liturgies'y Rites, 8c. 27 


abuſes (which hecame familiar to populat elections ip a carr 
ropted Rated the CHurctr) and ir the encouragemęnt of 
Princes; Nobles add bthers to erect and endow Churches, ic 
ſeemed good to Kings in their Parliaments, and with the con- 
vocation ot Synod of- rhe Biſhops and Clergy , to ogdain, tha 
Kings ſhould preſent to the Colledge of Preabytets , meet per- 
ſons to be choſen and made Biſhops, and meet Presbytets Co 
che Biſhop for ſuch Churches at they had built and endowed .; 
and that all othet petſons ſhould'in like manner preſent to ghe 
Biſhop a fit perſon-for"the Church which they had endowed. 
Patrons did indeed ip ſome places put in whom they pleaſed, _ ., 
without the Biſhops conſent, and for ſome time of publick — get 
confuſion” this was very uſually done in Exgland; but this Cu- ad Ziſcopes 
Rome was no law , as ſore would have it, becauſe it was an Angle. 
unreaſonable cuſtome, and deſtructive to the Church, and 
therefore always Tontradifted in all Councils where occaſion 
was given to mention ĩt. ; 

Allhumave laws have their mixture of ſome bad with ma- 

good: Atid certain it is, that our Eccleſiaſtical laws have 

mary imptffeRions; and their ambiguous halting between 
the papal Catjon-law, (whence their interpretation hath been 
wont to be fetched) and the laws ofthe Realm, is not the leaſt; 
which hath becu one of the principal occaſions of ſore: aQ- 
ings, which made the Clergy much abhoyred by many, and 
bronght infinite calamiries upon the Civil and Ecclehaſtical 


Rare, - f ; 47 053-2 4 11200 
The antiept pte Epiſeopil goverumept is much changed 
and the beg li > of its chan wat var of late dayesk. lag in Lell. 12, 
the fourth Century the and Presbytess began 20 ad- 


vance Arch -· presbyters ind Arehideacons to fome pam u the 

exerciſe of a Eccleſiaſtical goyetmmenr,/: The: firk Arch- —— 

deacon we read of was Cacilianu, who teproved Lucilla & rich J. x, 

and proud woman, which being thereat vexed, becimeafrer- 

ward a zealous promiotrix of che 'Schiſm1of che Donatifis. 6,4, 1ericne, 

The firſt Arch-presbyrer,thari can remember tobe mentioned in land. Baſil. 

by the ancients ; was Baſile ; who being made Bilbop, offered erat. 

that honour to his old friend Gregory after the — 

Næxiamtum. But theſe were ＋ tima but is ſome Chur — 
2 


A Treaiſe of the Primitive Epiſcopacy, 


and acted onely in place of the Biſhops and Presbytets and at 
their pleaſute; whereas their power 1D time increaſed , and 
after fome hundteds of years, the Canons gave them an ordi- 
nary juriſdiction, erected their Courts, added new names of 
Eccleſiaſtical judges, as Deans, Chancellors, Commiſſat ies, 
&c. and filled chem with numerous attendants, which were 
moſtly to live by the fins of the people. It theſe had been 
Officers onely of the civil magiſtrate, to execute the power 
- which is proper to him over all perſons, and in all cauſes Ec- 
clefiaſtical , the Church could not in reaſon have been charged 
with their miſcariages : but becauſe they exerciſed wich che 
former, acts of the power proper to Biſhops and Presbyters, 
and in which the civil magiſtrate had onely a ſuperimendency 
over them, all their miſdoipgs were aſcribed to the Biſhops 
and the Clergy : their Courts heard the cauſes of excommu- 
nication , adjudg d a perſon to excommunication, and cauſed 
a Presbyter, no judge in the cauſe , to excommunicate the 
party : - whereas Chriſt by his Apoſtles made them judges in 
his place as well to hear the cauſes of the ſpiricual cenſures, as 
to execute the ſame by the ſentence of excommunication. 
The ſpiritual cenſutes are ſpiritual remedies, and the Paſtors 
of the Chutch, ate under Chriſt the Phyſicians; how then can 
irbecongruous , t o imploy one chat is no Phyſician to ſearch 
and take knowledge of the viigaſes of the Soul, and leave only 
the application of the remedies to the Phyſicians? tn the 
heating of the cauſes of ſpiritual cenſures, paſtoral acts are 
to be exerciſed , as of teaching, of redargution of fin, and 
conviction, which ra or the due and pro- 
firable receiving ot the ſpizitual Phyfick; which acts ate all 
wanting where « perſon that ĩs po-Paltos condemneth a (inner 
to be excommunicated by a Paſtor. WE. | 
There is another miſchief, that accompanies the mixture in 
one and the ſame -pertep of the exerciſe ot as purely mini- 


ſterial and acts proper to rhe civil magiſtrate in ſpiritual cau- 


ſes (as ic is in Arch-deacons and the like) that is, commu- 
tation of pænanee (as to take fo much money, a Cow,a Horſe, 
and the like, as ithath been uſed) be ici pretence of giving 
it to the poor, where ſuſpenſion ot excommunication was by 
123 * . 


Liturgies y Rites, &c. 


the Apoſiolical ordinances to have been exerciſed, If the 
power proper to the miniſters, & che power proper to the ma- 
giſtrate were ip diſtinct perſons, this too frequent abuſe would 
be well avoyded; For the ſole ſpiritual power is not to medle 
with body or purſe: Cudgelling, whipping, ĩmpriſoning fining 
ſcandalous finners were not at all in uſe before the times of 
Chriſlian Emperours. And as to the redemption of the 
wholeſome ſevetities, which the pznicents were enjoyned 
willingly to exerciſe upon themſelves, it was not uſed until 
about the end of the fift Century. 

I might mention other miſchiets, as the intollerable abuſe 
of excommunication-for very ſmall offences (of old con- 
demned is the Canons of the Church) under pretence of con- — _ 
tumacy, or the like: Bur I am weary of raking in this puddle &. 20. Eri. 
where the many dependences upon thoſe Courts ſeemed to re- 87. 
quite exorbirances , that every one might have a tolerable. 
livelyhood. If the excreſcencies, which the cortuptiont of 
the times made to adhere to the primitive Epiſcopacy, were 
cut off, and the ſpiritual juriſdiftion reftored to the Biſhop 
and Presbyters, it is not to be doubred , bur that our bre- oy vert 
thren who diſlike the Epiſcopacy in its preſent conſtitution, ptr duay'- 
and the more, becauſe they took an oath (whether well or ill 99% r 
Ilet go) to endevour the abtogation of it, would be abun- 25 15 yay 
dantly ſatisfied with the Apoſtolical Epiſcopicy, where ons avs eh 
was ordained for the union & ſtrengthening of the juriſaiction di) eu- 
of Presbyters: for the deſence of which Epiſcopacy, they Copy, , 
had taken a former oath in the ſolemn Proteſtation, which, as — 
taken lawfully and in lawful things, maketh all contrary oaths 2. —— 
unlawful to be after either taken or kepft. * 721 wry 

Although the Apofiles ordained no governing Elders beſides 3 wir& ue} 
the Biſhop and pteaching Elders, yet the primitive Epiſcopa- S 1%, d. 
cy will well bear, that ſome lay Elders be joy ved to the Pres- en- 
byrery and in every pariſh, ( where fit petſons may be had, — 
to help the Biſhop and Presbyters in the ĩnſpection of man- vu curieg- 
vers , in the inſtructiop df the ignorant, in brocherly admo- n &. 
nit ĩons and teprooſs; abd in giving notice to the Riſhops and #*4Fs d 
Presbyrers of the ſcandalous offences, to be proceeded againſt Ghryſeft ice. 
in an Eccleſiaflical order, and alſo to repreſent the people and — 

Here f 


vote for them; where their conſent ĩs requiſite. 


* — 
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Here I deſite ic may be noted, that when I ſpake of Pres- 


Conc. Neoce- byters which were the Senate of the ancient Biſhops , I up- 
ſar.cum Ep.7. derſtood not all and every one ſubject unco the Biſhop, but the 


Zacharie pape 
ad Bonifac, c. 


4. & Cc. 15. 


more ancient, grave, pious, learned, diſcteet and moderate of 
them; for ſuch were the City Presbycers in the old times 
which alone aſually and moſtly were che Biſhops aſſeſſors in 


denſ.an. 345. the ſpiritual judicature, and which therefore in ſome places 


c. 54. 


Sec. 13. 


* 


Princes out of their love to Chriſt and his Ambaſſadors 


and ſpecially in Rome obtained the name of Cardinal Pres- 
byters. 8 | 
: Some diſlike the civil honour wherewith godly Kings have 
dignified our reverend Prelates: truely , if the taking of it 
had made them leſs able co fulfil the office of preaching the 
Goſpel, or did widen the diſtance between them and the 
Presbyters, or made them leſs acceſſible by or condeſcending 
to their lock,orjecclipſed the veneration due to their Co-pres- 
byters, or involved them in civil affaires, which all the ancient 
Canons forbid , the addition of that honour were not to be 
liked: bur ic is evident enough to the eye of every impartial 
judgement, and the lives of many moſt holy Biſhops have 
made ir good, that it any of theſe evils happen d from the 
receĩviog of that dignity, as too often hath been ſeen, it 
proceeded from the evil of the perſon, and not from the in- 
nocent honout, which was conferted upon chem by * 
e 
bettet to pteſerve them from the contempt of the wicked, 
(who regard no goodneſs beſides the civil and worldly) and to 
enable the bettet to maintain the great inter eſt which in civil 
rhivgs belongs to the Eccleſiaſtical eſtate, and that the great 
Council of a Chriſtian Kingdome ſhould not fit wichour gi- 
ing the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt an honourable place and pri- 
viledge among them, that in them Chriſt might be ſeen to be 
the more preſent, and their ready ſpitĩtual Council might pre- 
vent ſome proceedings not well agreeing with the intereſt of 
religion and the laws of Chriſt, which without chem might 
more eaſily happep. But what was dope ina beat, may be un- 
done in a milder cemper. Jrenew who was born within very 
few years after the deceaſe of the Apoſtles faith, that che 
Church nouriſhed ſuch presbyters, of whom the Prophet *. 
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I will give thy Princes ĩo peace and thy Biſhops in rigt tꝛouſ- 
neſs , where this ancient Father doth ſbew that Biſhops be 
princes, And ſo doth Hierow npon the place, the propher 


N 


( ith he) calleth the future princes of the Church Biſhops. EI. 6. 17. 


It is then very congruons that the Chriftian Kings ſer over Sccund. 0. 


thele Eccleſiaſtic al princes, and by their minĩſtety made par- ret. 


takets of t he cæleſli l dignitics, ſhould in a certain way of 
retribution digvifie them with ſome eminent degree of civil 
honour , which cannot be well ſupported without ſome pro- 
portionable revenue. 

The Holy Scripture tells us, that it is a more bleſſed thing 
to give, chen to receive: Surely God would have every of the 
presbyters of the Church enabled tor that bleſſed work of gi- 
ving, over and above a convenient maintenance for Wiſe and 
Children, which the Apoftle ſuppoſeth to be in«heir families, 
forwhom they ate bound to provide, ot in the judgment of 
the ſame Apottte ro be deemed to have denied the tairh, and to 
be worſe then infide ls. And if every Presbyter ought to be 
thus provided for ( if poſſible) then the elder Brethren ſhould 
have a double portion, beſides the proportion hich their ci- 
vil dignity doth require ; and where 20 of the reſt are indued 
with, more excellent miniſterial giits, it's very convenient 
they (ſhould have a larger meaſure of the matter and inflicu- 
ments requiſite for the bull exerciſe of their more excelling 
veriues. What the teyenne of the reverend Biſhops is, I do 
not know ,. but I have good reaſons to aſſure me that ir is not 
exceſſive, at which any would grudg or envy, except the ſacrĩ⸗ 
legiousrruckers, which would have the reverend Clergy live 
2 leavings and (craps. Certain it is thꝛt the mainte- 
Dance 


many "Hoſpitals might be filled with theic poor Wives and 
pore rye 1 85 better proviſion be made for the poor 
Cures ard Vicarages, it were an eminent work of charity to 
ered and endow Hoſpirals propet io pot Minifters Wives and 
Chitdrey,, This ſtarving of Chrifts Ambaſſadours is the ſhame 
and gtear'fin of the Kiogdome: Bu now it is the hope and 
expectatĩon of all good men, that bis ſacred Majeſty and the 
un m 


hundreds of Pi esbyters is ſo ſmall chat they can 
ſcarſe feed and cloath their Families, ſo that hen they die, 
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moſt honourable houſes of parliament will previdea remedy 
for this miſerable diſeaſe of the Church , for it's onely an act 
of parliament that can ſucely, ſweerly, and fully cure it. 
There be not a few who complain againſt the canonical 
oath : concerning which I can find no mention until ahout the 
year 813. wherein the Fathers of che ſecond Council of Ca- 
bilon ſay, it is ſpoken of certain of our brethren that they 
compel them whom they are to ordain to ſwear that they will 
do nothing againſt the Canons, and chat they will be obedienc 
to the Biſhop, &'c. which oath becauſe ic is dangerous; we do 
all with one conſent or dain; that ir be prohibited. A Canon 
of a Council celebrated ay. 1355, comes to my mind, which 
ſaich left the faithful (who the divine piety was mercifully 
pleaſed to put under a light burthen and a ſweer yoke) ſhould 
be burthened with the weight of fin, by reaſon of theit cranſ- 
greſſions againſt the Canons; we ordain that the provincial 
conſticutions of our predeceſſars, and thoſe which ſhall be 
hereafter made, oblige not the trangteſſors to fin (ad culpens 
bur onely to puniſhment ( ad pan. Whether the modera- 
tion of theſe Synods be worthy of imitation, I leave to others 


to judge. 


Many have entertained a great fear, which hath alienated 
their minds from all Epiſcopacy ; namely, that an innumera- 
ble company of unneceflary avd burthenſome ceremonies 
be inſeparable concomitauts of Epiſcopal government. In- 
deed the fear is not vainand without ground, if we reſpect 
the degenerated Epiſcopaey, as it is, if we regard the primi- 
tire, Which hath and will be contented with very few, if need 
be, Witneſs Gregory the great, who ſaith, that it was the 
cuſtome of the Apoſiles, to conſecrate the Euchariſt, uſing on- 
ly the Lords prayer; with him agrees Walifridus Strabus; it is 
the relation of our Anceſtors ( faith he) chat the Maſs was 
wont to be made in the firſt times as now in the Good Friday, 
i. a after the Lords Prayer, and the commemoration of Chriſts 
paſſion, 2s himſelf hath caught us, the communion of the bo- 
dy and blood of our Lord was given toall that were prepared. 
About forty years after the death of St, John the Apofile , 
Juſtin Martyr relates, that when che people of the 8 
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Countrey adjacent met together on the Lords day, the Reader 
read out of the Apoltles and Prophets, and then the Preſi- 
dent made a Sermon ur on the Scripture then read; which 
ended, all ſtood up to prayer; which done they kiſled one a- 
nother: then bread and wine and water were offered to the 
Preſident ; which he having received prayed again, and gave 
thanks as he was able; which ended, the people ſaid , amen. 
Then the Deacons gave the conſecrated bread & wine and wa- 
ter to every one preſent to receive, and they carried the ſame 
to the abſent, Here we have the ſubſtance of the ancient Liturꝑy 
of the Church in uſe at that time, ſhort and ſweet: Where the 

Lords prayer was not alone uſed in the conſecration, as in the 

Apoſtles time, but alſo the Biſhops prayer, whereof the words 

Las he was able ] may imply, either that he prayed as well as 

his memory would ferve him to utter a premeditated prayer 

without book, or that he prayed as devoutly as be could, 
which is the beſt conſtruction of them, So that hence it may 
not appear whether it was a read, ar a premeditated and memo- 
rially delivered prayer. The ſame old author faith concerning 

Baptiſm; as many as believe thoſe things to be true which have 

been told and taught them by us, and promiſe to live accor- 

Gdivgly, ate inſiructed to pray fatting for the pardon of theic 
fins, we faſting and praying with them; and then they are by 
us bronght to the water and regenerared,as we our {elves were, 
10 the name of the Father and our Saviour Jeſus Chrift, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt, being waſhed in the water: Then we bring 
them to the Brethren who are met together making common 
prayers for themſelves, the baptized , and all other where- 
ſoe ver, & c. 

Me are to note chat he mentions a Reader, which whether 
he were 2 P et ox a Deacon, or à diſtinct degree ĩnſtitu- 
ted by the Church, cannot be gathered from his writings which 
are now extant, In the end of the ſecond Century the Reader 
appears to be a diftis& degree ; the ordi nations of Hzrericks 
(ſaich Tertwll, ) are raſh, light, unconſtant, therefore one 


De preſcrige. 


is with them to day a Bifhop, and another to morrow, be is pry, . at. 


to day a Deacon which ſhall be the next day a Reader, he is 
to day a presbyter which — day a Laick, And it is 


to 
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to be ſeen in Cyyrias about the year 250, that he ordained Aw 
reliu and Saur Readers in his Church, and Optarm a ſub- 
deacov. At the ſame time Cornelius Biſhop of Rowe (writing 
to Fabia) ſaith, that in the Church of Rowe, there were 
of Presbyrers forty fix, of Deacons ſeven, of ſub- deacons 
ſeven, of Acoly thes 42, of Exorciſts, Readers, and Porters 52, 
of Widows and Poor above 1500, all which the Church fed, 
Here we find Exorciſts and Readers (both which wete in 
Jafin Martyrs time about the year 150) to be reckoned a- 
mong the Clergy of the Church of Rewe , and the Reader 
diſtinguiſhed from che Presbycer and Deacons, After this, 
about the year 400 the diſinct ordinations of Biſhops,of Pres- 
byrers, of Deacons, of Sub-deacons, of Acolythes, of Exor- 
ciſte, of Readers, and of Porters or Dore-keepers, and of Sin- 
gers, are ſer down in the fourth Council of Carthage. It 
mult not be imagined that apy of theſe, beſides a Nesbyter and 
Dore-keeper, was in every Parochial Church, but only in the 
Cathedral or mother Church of the Dioceſs, and in ſome ſuch 
parochial Churches as were able to maintain a greater or leſſet 
number of them. And therefore it ſeems hard to lay upon 
one miniſter in the pariſh Church the burthen of all the 
oflices, to be born by bimſclfalone,which in the Cathedral were 
executed by _ As to'readevery Lords day all the ſervice 
firſt and ſecond, being a thing above the ſtrength of moſt, if 
the Sermon be not omitted; as the Biſhops and Presbyrers 
bordering upon the cimes of the Apoſtles, wich the peoples 
conſent, committed the office of readipgithe holy Scriptutes 
in the Churches to men of an inferior ordination, ſo their 
ſucceſſors ſhortly after committed the office of reaching the 
Cacechumens to the like perſons, but more learned and apt to 
teach. Both theſe (as alſo ſome others) were ſeparated from 
the Laicks and deſtinated for the Presbytery ; They were the 
Biſheps and Presbyters Scholars, bred up by them ſor the high 
and ſacred miniftery, and advanced thereco , if they became 
le, and the Church had need of them. So that Readers 


aud Catechiſers were incomplete. preachers of the Goſpel , 


until by the bigher and divine ordination Cbriſt breached 
npon chem, giring them the Holy Ghoſt, which made them 
com- 


— 


Litugtes Kites; &c. | 


complete preachers ; who do not perform a complete act of 


preaching uvleſs with the publiſhing of the text, wherein 
the Readers help them; they alſo publiſh an expoſu ion and ex- 
horcarion cherenpon; as Juſtin Martyr did, and the ſuccexcing 
ancient Fathers; who gronnded theicHomilies,or Sermons upon 
a portion of the Sctipturet then read before them. One or- 
dinance of God is not to be made to thruſt another out of the 
Church, bur reading and prayers, and preaching, &c. 

to be ſo proporriored to the time appointed for them, and the 
ftrevgth of them that officiate , that no neceſſity, that may 
be prevented, may compel ro the omiſſion of any divine or- 
dinance that ought ro be performed, In the ſixt Council of 
( onſftantinegle (at which time much corruption was crept into 
the Churches) the Fathers preſent in ic commanded, that the 
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Biſhops and Presbyrers ſhould dayly preach, eſpecially onthe Gar. rg; 


Lords day. It is commanded by another Council, that if a % 
Presbytet cannot preach by reaſon of ſickne ſs, that a homily or — 4; 


ſermon of one of the ancient Fathers be read by the Deacon. Leone. r. 


In another Council, its thus decreed; that if the Biſhop be 
not at home, or is infirm, or is not able for ſome other cauſe, 
yet never let on the Lords days or Feſtivals any want to be of 
one which may preach the Word of God, ſo as the vulgar 


ple may under ſtand. The Primitive Biſhops were preaching Stil. A- 


Biſhops, anc uſually preached every Lords day (as we fee in gun. c. 25. 
Jaftine Martyr)and in Feſtival days io the principal faſting days cc an. 8 13. 


in Lens as we find in eAmbroſe, Chryſeſt. Auguſtine and others, 


Bur I muſt return to ſpeak of the Ceremonies of the | 


Church. The Ceremony of ſtanding and not kneeling in 
prayer on the Lords days, and the days between Eaſter and 
whiſontide, was in uſe in the Apoſtles days, and inſtituted by 


them; as Irenau the hearer of Polycarpw Auditor of the Apo- arr nay 
reſp. ITY. 


fle Jobs doth teſtiſie. In the time of Tertullian about the 
year 200, many other Ceremonies are mentioned by kim , 
(which we find not in ny approved Anrhor before him ſpoken 
of) and are affirmed by him to deſcend from the Apoſtles; as 


the figning of the forehead of the baptized with the fign ofthe — 


Croſs, befides, the uſual ſigning with the ſame fign pon ſundry 


occaſions, the taftivg after bien of milk and honey; che” * 
2 ne 
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De Bapt.c. y. uſe of having Suerties for Infants to be baptized, the an- 
anag noĩnting of the baptiſed with oyl, . Offering for the faithful 
deceaſed , which was thus: the friends of the deceaſed of- 
fered bread and wine in their behalf for the uſe of the Sacta- 
ment of the Lords Supper; and che Prieſt by faith in prayer, in 
the celebration of the Euchariſt, preſented to God the Fathec 
the ſacrifice of Chriſt once offered by him, and which was in 
ſome manner preſent in the Sacrament, beſee ching him for that 
moſt holy and perfe& ſacrifice ſake to take away the remainder 
of fin from the ſoul deparred (which was not taken away 
in this life) both as to the guilt and inhærency of it, and to 
grant to the ſoul the promiſed preſent bleſſed reſt, and in the 
day of judgment, to make the perſon partaker of the publick 
juſtification and poſſeſſion of full fælicity. Before the re- 
ceiving of the Lords Suppet they kiſſed one another with the 
holy kiſs, the ſigu of true love and peace; which we are ſure 
was uſed inthe Apoſtles dayes, and ſeems to argue ſtrongly for 
the uſe of ſignificart Ceremonies. The Eaſter and Pentecoſt 
ie bayt.6.1T. ere the ſer and ſolemn times of the adminiſtration of the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm, I need not ſpeak of Confirmation, of 
the obſervation of the Feaſts of Eaſter and Pentecoſt, of che 
| faſt in the days of our Saviour's death and burial , of the leſs 
Ter. de jejun, perfect and voluntary faſts of Friday and Wedneſday » which be 
©. in part befoi* touched; for my purpoſe is not to make an ex- 
act collection of the ancient rites, but of ſuch as may give 
ſome light to ſee, whence thoſe Ecclefiaſtical Ceremonies, 
which have been and partly are uſed in our Church, took their 
beginnings. 

4 As concerning the geſture of the body uſed in the prayers of 
ora. 6.12. the Church, it was kneeling or ſtanding; this laſt on the 
Tertul. I. 2. ad Lords dayes, and in all the Pentecoſt: For as Tertullian ſaith 
— de it is a moſt irreligious fact to pray to God ſitting before him, 

21% uuyleſs we upbraid Him that prayer hath wearied us. 
Be Veland, Concernivg Matrimony ; io I ertullian s time, they defired 
Vi. c. 1 1. de of the Biſhops, presbyrers , Deacons aud Widows, leave to 
pudicitis. e. 9, marry ; they were married by a Biſhop or presbyter, the o- 
—_ man uſed a Vaile , they joyned their right hands, kiſſed; and 
17. Tertulian doth allo ſeem to intimate the uſe of a ting, it is cec- 
8G tain. 
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tain it wis in uſe in //iders tim: and before: the Bridegroom 1646, de Bect: 
( faich he) gave a Ring to the Bride, which was put upon her offic. I. 2.c. 15. 
fourth Finger, 

We may gather from Tertullian, that the Lords prayer was De bays. c. 3 
commonly uſed in the publick prayers of the Church; for he Alg. conta 
calls it the legitime and ordinary prayer, which ( ſaith he )#% c. 30. 
being laid as a foundation, e may build upon ic the pericions 
which our particular caſes require, Hie (hews, that our private 
prayers, wherein we expreſs ro God our particular wants and 
defires, mult not be loud vor alcogerher fer formes, but promp- 
ted to us, without ſuch monitoc, by ou: own hearts, which 
alone can tell us our particular neceſſities. When we pray Cyr; de ores 
( faich Cyprian) let the Father acknowledge the words of his Dos, 
Son: And we do ( ſaith he) the more efſectually obtain what : 
we ask in Chriſts name, if we ask uſing his own prayer, The Ne. 4. i Fo. 
Lords prayer ( ſaich ¶Auguſtine) is dayly faid at th: Altat of 
God in his Church. The fourth Council of 7olet. called it Can. 3. 

a Quotidian, a dayly prayer, and commanded it to be ſaid by 

the Clergy, not onely on the Lords days, but every day both in 

the publick and private duty. Concerning prayer, Cyprian dt erat. dum. 
hath theſe remarkable words ; when we ſtand to prayer ich 

he) our mind mult be onely upon that it prayeth, and there- 

fore the Prieſt,premifing a preface before the prayer, prepares 

the minds of the Brethren ; ſaying , Li it up your hearts ; that 

the people anſwering, We have unco the Lord , may be admo- 

iſhed they ought to think on no. hing but the Lord: By 

which words we learn two things; Ficlt , that in Cyprian's 

time (which was 250 years aſtet᷑ our Saviour's birth ſer forms 

ot publick prayers were uſed in the Churches, Secondly, that 

the people bad other anſwers befides | Amen] to make to rhe 

miniſter inthe ſolemn prayers.ot the Church, Auguſtine diſ- De bare per- 
covereth what followeth choſe words of the publick prayers ſeveraniie. 
mentioned by Cyprian ; the Prieſt ſaid ( ſaith St. Auguſtine ) © 1 3. & de 
let us give thanks to out Lord God, to which the people an- . & ts; 
ſwered, it is meet and right ſo to do; and then the Prieſt went 
no ſaying, it is very meet, right, Cc. 

Our of Authors now extant, who Rouriſhed in the three 


firſt Centuries, vo more (that I can remember) coptrging 
a (nc 


Epi. 119. 


. 6. c. 8. bift, 


J. 10. c. 33. 


i Epi, 119, 
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the divine ſervice of the Church and the Cetemonies, perti- 
nent to our purpoſe, is mentioned, then what hath been al- 
ready touched. But the holy writers of the fourth Century 
and downward do affirm, both that many other rices have been 
uſed in the three firſt Centuries, whereof ſome were inſtituted 
by the Apoſtles (as they write) others by ſome Biſhops of 
Rome, and that many more were addedin the fourth Century, 
One reaſon why rhe Ceremonies increaſed in the fourth Cen- 
tury may be this; becauſe then the Church more flouriſhed 
in proſperity, then any time before, and jr might be thought 
convenient that the external glory of the Church ſhould be 
proportioned to the glory of the Empire now made Chriſtian. 
The uſe of ſinging Plalmes and Hymnes in the Churches, 
may (as St. A»guſtine faith ) be defended out of Scripture , 
ſeeing of this we have ſo profitable inſtructions, examples and 
precepts of Chriſt and his Apofiles : Bur the manner of ſing- 
ing was various. Socrates relaterh that Iguatias, having in a 
vition ſeen Angels ſinging Hymnes Anthemewiſe unco the 
praiſe of che Holy Trinity, delivered that manner of ſinging 
Pſalmes nnto his own Church io cAmtocb, which was gene- 
rally received thence — Greek Churches, and then by the 
Latines and , firſt by Ambroſe in the fourth Century, and 
after by the reſt of the fern Biſhops. The Rubrick in our 
Common prayer Book before Te Deum laudam ( we praiſe 
thee O God) hath theſe words; that the people may the 


better hear, in ſuch places where they do ſingę there ſhall the 
«Leſſons be ſung in a plain tune after the manner of diſtinct 
«reading, and likewiſe the Epiſtle and Goſpel, This Rubrick 


puts me in mind of a place in St. Auguſtine's Confeſſions , 
where he ſaith, that it was often told him, that 4 Bi- 
ſhop of Alexandria made the reader of the Pſalm to ſonnd 
with ſo mean bending or turning of the Voyce, that he might 
be nearer a pronouncer then a finger : And in another place 
he ſaith , when the Brerhren are met is the Church, when is 
it not time of fins holy ſongs, unleſs it be the time of 
reading, or p ing or of prayer? &c, By which words 
it ſeemeth that the Chapters, Epiſtle and Goſpel were not ſung 
in thoſe dayes, And in truth any manner of ngiog — 
eemet 


Litwgies , Rites , Bc. 39 


ſeemeth incong:uous, The Fathers mie to reprove the abuſes 
which were too otten found in ſinging Pſalms in the Churches, 
eſpecially , that they were many times more pleaſed with the 
ſweetneſs of the voyce then the divine mittet, or when onely 
a few of the Church did ſing, that they ſo ſung that few un- 
derſtood what they ſung, Let the ſervant of the Lord ( Caith 1n Fit. ad 
Hierome) ſo (ing that the words which he reads may more Fpve/: c. 5, 
pleaſe theu the voyce of him ſinging, It is no perfect lipging 
por ꝑleaſing to God, when mens heatts do not fing unto the 
Lord as well as theit voyces. Iwill not {peak of ſinging with 
Organs in the Churches (not that I chiok that God tefuſeth 10 
be heartily praiſed in and with the uſe ot them, but) becauſe 
they were not brought into the Churches until much later 
times. Fi . 

The Doxology , Glory be to the Facher, to the Son and to , 
the Holy Gholt, for ever, & c. is by Sr. Baſile proved to be uſed 
from the 2 times, boch out ot Clement, Rom, — 
Orig. Gregor. Thaumaturg. Diony/im Rom, Dionyſine Alex. 4 a 
3 light e which — been uſed —— 
time out of mind of mam wherein they ſaid , We praiſe the &. fl. de 
Father, and the Son, and the holy Spirit of God, But this Sy. $. c. 29. 
Doxology with the addition, as it was in the beginning, &. — wil 
was firſt a ordained to be faid is the Divise Service of the — had, 
Church after the Plalms, by Damaſas Biſhop of Rem, about a if. Hier. ci 
the yeat of our Lord 370. He firſt comminded Alleluia to D. 
be uſed in the Roman Church, following therein the Liturgie %. Vaſenſ. 
of the Hieroſelymitane and. Greek Churches. Kyrie eleiſos f gn. 
and Cbriſte eleiſan, Lord have mercy and Chriſt have mercy 25. 64. A 
oſten repeated were in imitation of ſome greek Liturgies te- inter Fp. Hier. 
ceived inta che Romane Divine: Service book by the anthoricy Aug. dr temp, 
of Pope Sylveſter (about the yeat 330) ſaith Radu T. pm 151. 
which many years afrer were omitted, and at laſt — —— — : 
Gregory the great o Means: 

e collection of the Epiſtles and Goſpels ſor the whole @regor. 1. 7. 
year into the form like tat in preſerc uſe is attributed ro 25. C3. cnc. 
Hiram, and by Pope Dameſm.commanded to be read in the f f. 1. * 
Churches, —＋ 2 
The Symbole os Creed compoſed in the firſt Council of vart.prepoſir. 


Cen- 23. 
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Conſtantinople was by the ſame Pope Damaſme ordained to be 
Rupert. I. 2. c. ſaid or ſung after the Goſpel, It was received into the Di- 
1. Sab ac. aa. vine Service in Spain, by the command of the third Synod of 
Tolat, The reaſons brought to prove the Apoſtles or the Ni- 
cene Creed to have been ſaid in the Licurgies of the fourth Cen- 
tury or before are of ſmall weight, and therefore I omit them. 
How D-waſm can truely be ſaid to have enjoyned the ſinging 
or ſaying of the Creed, and yet t hat it was not ſung at Rowe, 
unt il about the year 1014 is eaſily anſwered, if we conceive 
Beyno de offic. his command to be direRed unto all other Churches ſubject 
miſe c. 1. Lide unto him, excepting Rome, tor that ſpecial reaſon which Berno 
Cone, tolet. 3. relates. 
2 855 Biſhops, Presbyters, aud Deacons, in the time of the ce- 
Hierom. I. 1. lebration of the Lords Supper, uſed the white garment, which 
gal. cantra Fe- we call the Surplice; whether ic was in uſe before the fourth 
lag. "PR Century is not related by any approved author living in thoſe 
— 4 53. times. Prayers compoſed atter the manner of our Litanj are 
Conc. carthag · to be {cen in the Licurgies of Chryſeſtome and Baſile, In theic 
4.6. 411. time, * glory be to God on bigh, & c. and ſ holy, holy, holy, 
Et vide re- Lord God of Sabboth, were wont to be ſaid in the Divine 
2 Service, Chryſoſtome ſaith, that the Biſhop was wont oſten in 
1 ſub the time of the publik worſhip of God, to ſayrothe people, 
Cone. aquiſ- Peace be unto you, and that the people anſwered , And with 
— 3 thy ſpirit, - The ſame author relating how the people did in 
cbnſ. in Ef. another part of the Service anſwer the 'miniſter ; ſaying, Let 
_— +, Us give thanks to our Lord God, it is meer and right ({ay the 
+idem in Epi. people) ſo to do, addeth, hi ſhould any matvel that the peo- 
ad Colof.hom. ple ſhould (thus in che publick prayers) ſpeak with the Prieſt, 
. ſeeing they ſend up unto Heaven with the Cherubims and Cæ- 
* N leftial powers thoſe holy Hymnes> one reaſon of this is in 
ad Colef, — the ſame place int imated by Chryſeſtame, which is, to ma- 
s. nĩfeſi unto the people, that the prayers of the Church are not 
t chry/oft is a proper to the miniſter , bur theirs alſo by joyning with him 
Eor. bom. 18. in them; which is more fully reftified by their proper prola- 
23 tion of ſome part of them, then onely by their preſence and. 
ſaying Amen. Another reaſon may be the ſame which the 
ſame Father giveth, of the Deacons exciting the people ſay- 
ivg, Let us pray, and let us pray more fer vent ly, and the 1 
on 


Lorwroresy Rites, &c. 
ſon is, b:canſe the Soul is wont to ſlumber in long yer, 
The Fathers of the Council of Bracar require the Bi or 
Presbyrer to ſalute the people in due place inthe Divine ſer- 
vice; ſayivg, the Lord be with you; to which the people 
ſhould anſwer , and with thy Spit it: which ceremony (ſaich 
the Council) all the Eat tetained as delivered by the Apo- 
files. The Song of the three Children was generally received | 
into the Licurgies of che Churches in this fourch Century. It Conc. teletam. 
is a tradition that the Hymne Te Deus laudamm, & c. (We . & 13. 
praiſe thee O God We acknowledge thee to be the Lord, 
&c.) was comdoſed by «Ambroſe, and ſung by Ambroſe and 
«Auguſtine after his Baptiſm, Anatas Biſhop of Reus en- 
joy ned all to ſtund ar the reading of che Goſpel ; after which 
followed the cuſtome of ſtanding ac the reading of the Creed, 

Hierome writing againſt UVigulantine aficmerh., that in all 
the Churches of the Exff, when the Goſpel was to be read , 
candles wete lighted the ſun ſhining ; not ſurely to drive away 
darkneis, but for a ſign of gladneſs. 4 

In the time of theſe laſt named Doctors, che Feaſts of Saints | 
were more in number, and celebrated with more ſolemnicy 
then in former times. Thereio the Feaſt of our Saviouts Na- 
tivicy was generally obſerved, and in the ancient Fathers ſenſe, 
ſaid to be inſtituted by the Apoliles; whereas no approved 
Author of — tormer — - — of . heyy 

ofteme,in a ſermon of his preached by him not long before t 

— 40, affitmeth / that Feaſt not to have come — the know - — 
ledge of the Churches among which he lived, but ten — Wh a 
years before the preaching of that Sermon. And many Lear 11.de idelala- 
men collect from Tertullian, that in his cimeno * Fealts 2. —.— 
were commanded to be celebrated in the Churches (chat he jus & «bes, 
knew of) ſave onely the Lords day, Eaſter and Pentecoſt. 


I ſay not this out of any diſlike of this holy Feaſt, or a bi multorum 
other, which we receive from thoſe ancient times, (whi 2 jacet 


without the adherent abuſes, I do beartily wiſh to be cele- gg ,, 7 
brated —_— ——— but by — example to — veritats, us ad- 

— had not a beginning in the Apoſtles time, which datsr amplixs 
* — to be thence derived and deſcended by the teſtimo- Marita, we 


ny of ſome Fathers, who were boch inchis — fit K 
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things deceived by the counterfeiced Canons and conſtitutĩons, 
and other writings bearing the names of che Apoſtles, or 
(lemens Rama, or Dioryſius Arsspag. whereof none were 
written before the year 300, yet being not well examined 
were received as genuine by Epiphanius, and ſome other old 
Doctors of the Church. ä 
Se, 16. We read in this ſourth Century of divers conſectations and 
. bevpedictions which we do not read to be uſed in the ſotmer 
times, 28 of conſecrated Churches, Altars, Paſchal, Wax- 
candles, c. and we find therein more regard and honour gi- 
a Ghryſoft. in ven to © relicks of Saints, to the ſign of the Croſs, to the 
Epiſt.· ad Rom. 5 AItar ot Commumlom Table, the Bible, and the c Veſſels 
— r WedTy the Divine Set vice and rhe like, chen e can ſee to be 
Wee, given chem in former ages; yet pioully wirhout paſſing the 
laudem Sergo- og +: 3 * * 
wie & l- bondds which i® thoſe:rhrogs Chriſtian religion had deter- 
dem Bafibi. mined, excepting perhaps in ſome particulars which humane 
c e. in frailty might exrort from them. Willingly to break rhe hol 
4 2440, Cormmunion Cup, who can ſay but that it is a very great of- 
thodox. & in fence? it was (as it was faid'in'eAtbaraſme) to do impiouſly 
apolog. 2. again{tChrift , to commit a fipthen which none was greater. 
Againſt the Carelefſeneſs of theſe times in the adminiftra- 
Angſt. bam. t ion of the Lords Supper, the ſaying of Auguſtine is worthy 
8 of obſervation: with what care or ſolicitude ( faich he) do 
tech. Myſtageg. WE obſerve, when che body of Chriſt is miniftred unto us 
5. chat nothing of it fall to the ground from our hands, It is 
likely that Tertullian ſpake before him co che fame parpoſe : 
| werake it heavily (ſaith he) that any of out Cup or Bread 
1... fflrotheground. Gregory Naziars, (trearing of thæ Birth 
riarierbowy Ot our ble Saviour) faith ; Adore the Manger (wherein he 
Nd, nf. was laid.) The croſs and the ſigu were had in no leſs honout: 
in chriſi nati- Without the fien of the Croſs (ſaich Auguſtine) neither Bap- 
Heres "ag Fifth nor Confirmation, por the Lords Supper can be righcly 
#ercellem ar ( 35 to the cuſtomes and Canons of the Church in thoſe times) 
185 d. The Croſs was kiſſed, people fell down before 
a r; adored it i yet Ambroſe ſaith of Helene the mother of 
Fkt, Conflantine the great; that ſhe ſound the title (of the Croſs) 
27% „ . andadoredthe King ( Chriſt) ſurety not che wood ; rhar is 
een che errour of the Gentiles. AMimmin long before Ambroſe (aid 
bom: 12, d 10 


1 2  Litragies, Rites, Eee" 
in the name of all Chrittians , we do not worſhip the Croſs: 

We (ee then, that in thoſe days the Croſs wi #doted by 
Chriflians , and yet that ic was not adored by them: It was 
adored by an Eccleſiaſtical adoration, which was won to be 
exhibiced to things or perſons accounted excellent, by tea- 
ſon of ſome dignicy and notable uſctulneſs, in being occafi- 
ons, cauſes or ĩnſtruments of ſome very fingular benefit; it 


93 


was not adored by an adoration proper to God, nor was it Aug. contra 


made cicher improperly or avalogically of by accident par- 


Fauſtum 


caker thereof, oO mentioning Abrahams adoring the — 


Ancients of: 4 | 
that therein he did not tranſgreſs Gods command; who di 

onely forbid men to ſerve the cteaturt wich the ſervice and a- 
doration called Larreia. So Angnftink Latyein is when the 
Divine excellencies ace the objects of the adoration , atd the 
outward acts of adoration , are ſymboles of the ſmiſſion of 
the heart to them. The ancient Bathers did not of their own 
heads make a creature roſupply the place of 2 Divineper- 
ſon, (as men do, and may make a fellow. creatute to ſupply the 
place of another, and perform ſuch acts of veneration to ic 
as ate due to the perſon repreſented , ſuch be the ſtatues of 


Emperors, and perhaps images and relicks of friends and 


benefaQors)Nor did the Fathers offer ſo to couple any creature 
unto the Divine petſon of our Saviour to partake in ſome 
ſort of his adocacion, 28 his apparel , hen he lived on eatth, 
was by conjunction wich his made neer to his perſon , 
even, (ama judge) to iccidental participation of his 
Divine adoration. It cannot be proved that it way che inten- 
tion of the Church ĩn thoſe times, to exhibite the extetnal 
as of divine adoration unco God, in, by, or through any 
created * co- ſubjects or co-objeſts of them: in all 
which caſes the inward adoration proper to God's in ſome 
ſort rendred to the co- adored creature. The intention of thoſe 
holy men was to adore the croſs onely with av ecclefiuſtical 
adoration 4 und ſo adore ir for the ſake of Chriſty und for rhe 


red irs exceilency,: which coalifted ia being an 


1 
Lob 
* 


benefics ſake redounding from the croſs of Chrift. —— 


le of the Land here he ſ6journed; faith, qu +2. 60. 


Ma- 


conſtax · 
the mericorious triumph of —_ „undi * has! Can, 73 1 
2 
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fefled a ſervice convenient to ir, in order to the commending 
and maintenance of that irs excellency: onely a created ex- 

was the object of this adoration. When Chriſtian 
ſubjeRs exhĩibĩte co the King acts of civil worſhip or adora- | 
tion, as kneeling, &c. they do this from a dutiful affection 
to God, and a like affectios of love to their prince, which is 
Gods Vicegerent; yet they do not perform thoſe individual 
acts of adorationto God, in, by, or through him, that is, they 
do not perform them to God and the King, as two diſtinct ob- 
jects of one and the ſame external, and of two diverſe in- 
ward adorations , but terminate them onely in the King. 

Ie ſeemed to pteſent the 
fame individnal acts both to God as ſymbols of theic inward: 
adoration of him, the is, of cheir affection of ſubmiſſion 
to the divine excellencies, and alſo to the croſs as ſymbols of 
theic inw ration of it, that is of their affection ol ſervice 
to irs excellency, fo uniting two inward coordinate adorations 
in one aud the (ame external adoration: but whether ſo near 
a conjunction between the Divine and Eccleſiaſtical adoration, 
( it uſed indeed by them) proceeded from humane frailty, 
or may be defended by the Holy Sctiptures, or be not iff». 
nant to them, I refer to bettet conſideration, ö 
. What hath been ſaid of the adoration of the croſs, may 
be eaſily applied to the like adoration of the relicks of Saints, 

curyſol. is x of the Altar or Communien- Table by bowing, r. of the 

Cor. ben. 20. book of the Evangels by kiſſing, & c. and the like, which were ., 
E:Bef1.L797%- nfed inthe ſame time. It may be eaſily diſcerned that theſe 
: adotations of. the Croſs, Altars;Evangels, Relicks, and the like 
Litwrg.chryſ» Eccleſiaſtical worſhipings were very Iubrick, ſo that it was a 

difficulr.matrer to ſtand upright in them, and not to fall to ſu- 

. perſtition. or. idolatry, as roo many Churches did in after 
_ 1%, times. The bowing to the Altar, which was done for the 
nen fakeof the Sacrament ( which was much more to be partaker 

q the fn agerntinn ) when it became idolatrous it eaſily 

rancedthe Hereſy of: Tranſubſtanti ation. The de generation 


likewiſe of the «doration of the Croſs and Relicks to the 
former brought in in ſubſequent times, the ĩdolatrous adora- 
tion of images. of Ore » [lh 14--3. 7 64 | "i 


. 8 
* 
58. . 
* * 
4 And 


expound that Text. To ſpeak in fober (adne(s and truth, there 


" Liturgies » Rites , &c. 


is not one Father that ſo expounds it, although you produce 
the Catalogue of the Fat hers to ſweer and holy Bernard, There 


is not one Orthodox Author in all the lengch of that Cara - 


logue of Fathers, who ſpeaks of any adoration given or to be 


given or exhibited to that moſt ſweet name Jeſus, The places 


produced by ſome late School-men ouc of che Fathers co make 
good their novel expoſitĩon of that plice in the Epiſtle of the 
Philippians, (which our men believed · and were thereby decei- 


ved) have irrchem very (mall appearance of proof, and nothing 
truth, as the inſpection of the places themſelves, 
ly. if compared wich other plainet places of the 


and eſpecial- 
= authors) 


will maniſeſtly diſcover. All the lattet School- men maintain 


that adoration of the good 


name Jeſus, whether ſpoken ot wri- 


ten but all have not the braſen Foreheads to produ-e the anci- 
ent Fathers as Patrons of ir, or to expound the foreſaid text to 
prove it a duty. Let Faſques a Learned Jeſuice be heard; 4a} 

where it is ſaid ( faith be) inthe name of Jeſus let every knee 111. 6.17, 


be bowed, ( ſo many Ancients read the text) 


&c. by name , 


not the word | Jeſus] but the thiog it ſelf, that is, [Chriſt] is 
underſtood. And a little after he ſaith, out of this place it is 


not ſufhciently 
is to be exhibir 


ed 


roved; that any honour (no no: 
to the word ¶ Jeſus} wricen or ſ 


accident) 


coan 


image with its prototype, Therefore although there may be 
an inBOCEnCy in thoſe adoratĩons uſed in the right manner and 
ſenſe , yer it is hardly preſerved > (I had almoſt aid morally 
impoſſible) by the vulgar : iris ſo eaſie a lapſe from the uſe of 


them to fall. to the uſe of the reſt, and then to the 
abuſe 


one of 


3.4.25. 


#6 
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abuſe of every of them: For thoſe Ecclefiaſtical adorations 
of the altat, Evangels and che name Jeſus are uſed molily in 
the time of divine ſervice , when the like external acts of a- 
doration are exhibited to God, which near conjunction in 


time and place, between the one adoration and the other, and 


the beholdi 


the ſame acts of worſhip to be done to God 
and a ſacred thing, doth puzzle the ignorant and unwary that 
either his zeal is as much to the Creatures adoration, as to the 
Creators; or mingles in bis mind both the adorations, where- 
by the beſt is debaſed and corrupted. 
Some may ſay , may we not bow to 
at the alrary withont danger ? Ic is ſoon anſwered ; That wich- 


God, and kneel to him 


out doubt we may, and muſt do ſo , and in ſo doing, our mind 


doth not intend the altar, as the object of our bowing: The. 
danger is in bowing to the altar, for then we make ic the ob- 


ject to which we bow. 


It may be demanded if the Magiſtrate make the naming of 


the name Jeſus , the name of the Saviour of the world, to be 
a ſign when, in the divine ſervice , we mult bow to the per- 


fon of the Lord Jeſns, God and man, and not to the name 


Jeſus, may we not without danger ſo do? Ianſwer, fic, That 
it is our duty to bow our hearts, and alſo in convenient time 
and place, to bow out bodies to the man Jeſus Chriſt, in the 
unity of the divine perſon. And this is intended in Philip, 2. 


Secondly, to bow our bodies at the naming of the name of 


Jeſus is no duty that we are bound unto. It is indifferent then 


to bow or not to bow, as it is at the naming of the name of 


Chriſt. Thirdly, if the magiſtrate command us either at che 
naming of the name Jcſus, or at the-naming of che name 


Chriſt in the divine ſervice, co worſhip Chriſt, God and man. 


by bowing unto him, and not incending the name | Jeſus ] 
or [ Chriſt] as an object of our bowing, it ĩs our duty to o- 
bey our Superiours command, Fourthly, from the bowing 
Cat] the name the vulgar eafily fall to the bowing (to] the 
name. | | 

Theſe adorations of the Croſs, c. inward and out ward 
may not be counted divine or properly and of their omn na- 


ture, religious becauſe no rule of true religion doch requice 


them 
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them, but they are properly Ecclebaſtical , becauſe the Chur- 
ches did ſometime cteate them; and as things Eccleſiaſtical, 
and things any way made pertinent to religion, are counted te- 
ligious things, ſo may theſe adorations be accidentally called 
religious. There is not that kind and degree of excellency in 
the Croſs, Communĩ on- Table, or name Jeſus, or in any ſuch 
ſacred thing, which may ip prover ſeoſe mer it andrequite that 
mental tegard from us, lch (bould of right be teſtiſied by 
choſe acts of worſhip, Neither do we find that the Churches 
acknowledged any obligation upon them, co make any Canon 
requiring thoſe adorations , but onely, as citcumſtances then 
were, a congtuĩity to command their uſe : under which com- 
mand and judgement of the Church, individual petſons were 
to acknowledge thoſe ſacred things worthy choſe honours. 
Wherefore if it pleaſe our Superiors to continue the uſe of 
theſe Ceremonies, which are ſo eafily abuſed, it will be very 
neceflary to Rate and determine the right uſe of them, and to 
poine at the dapgers to be avoided, and to command that the 
cautions be at ſer times read io the Churches, that none may 
erte for want of knowledge, or by forgerfulneſs, 

The diſcreet followers of the holy ancient Fathers of the 
Church are worthy commendation , but their apes are ridi- 
culous; To ſow the foul rages of ſome late ſlovenly School- 
men tothe comely garment of out Church (as the miſinter- 
preters of the text in Phibp, 2. have attempted) is an act diſ- 
gtaceful to the authors, detrogating from the honour and 
dignity of our dear Mother introductory of unwarrancs- 
ble adorations, beipg pretended io be commanded by Al- 
Seen God. Fot, if it be once obtained that the adoration uſed 
the tame Jeſus is ot divine inſtitut ion. ĩt will by the neceſ- 
fy of like reaſon follow,that the bowing to the croſs and the 
Communion- Table, and eſpecially, co the holy bread and 
n_ 2s a dury which of divine right doth belong unto 

m. 

But it is time to proceed to ſpeak of ſome other Ec- $8, 17. 
clefiaflicall Cuſtomes of the fourth Century, whereof one | 
was derived from former times, chat in the Chu ches no Our Chryſoſl. in 2 


Father was ſaid inthe prayers; ſo long as the Catechumen — Cor. bom. 2. 
p. 


— 
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Pevitents (for whom ſpecial prayers were made) were per- 
Concal.Leodi- mitted to ſtay in the Church. After their departure out of the 
2 Church began the ſecond divine Service and prayers proper to 
Eph, bom, 3. the faithful , among which was the Lords Prayer, moſt of the 
Aug de temp, Teſt were ſubſervient to the bleſſed Sacrament of the Lords 
ſer. 38. Supper. When that Sacrament was to beadminifired (which 
— 2 ®-was then uſually every Lords day) they offered bread and 
Tide ae, wine for the uſe of the Sacrament ( inſtead of which we have 
valentin. c. 1. Offerings for the poor) and the Biſhop or Presbyter went 
from the Pulpit or place where he prayed for the penĩtents or 
his ſeat,to the Communion-Table ; where it is to be noted, 
that he had not ſo long and difficult a journey to go, as in moſt 
parochial Churches the mivilter hath , to paſs from his rea- 
ding Pew or Pulpit through a throng of people to the holy 
Table, and therefore there is good reaſon to ſpare him that 
labour in the days wherein is no Communion. 
Gor, Ancyram, Perſons excommunicated were not received into Commu- 
can. 6, & 25, nion of any Prayers in the Church, no not with the Catechu- 
Conc. Nicen- mens, until they had humbled themſelves before che Biſhop, 
ch and earneſtly beſought that they might be made partakers of 
his councel, concerning what was needfulco be done by them, 
to the perfeing of meet repentance in them , and whereby 
they might give ſufficient proof thereof, for the ſatisfaction 
of the Chucch offended by their tranſgreſſions, promifing to 
follow his counſel, and to perform the enjoyned pernance. 
Upon this ſerious petition and promiſe the Biſhops and Pres- 
by tets enjoy ned ſuch works of unfained humiliation to be done 
by them, as they thought moſt agreeable for their caſe and 
condition, and praying for them admitted them to the num- 
ber and order of the Penitents. When theſe had fulfille® 
the enjoyned works of humiliation to be performed by them 
in that orders then they were admitted to the Communion 
of the prayers proper to the faithful, and after the works of 
| repentance which were commanded to be done by them in 
Conc. Nices, that tank, they were admitted to the Lords Supper, wherein 
6. 14 was the petſection of Communion. If any Penitent in the 
courſe of humiliation was in an eminent and ĩmĩinent day 
of death, it was alway provided by the Fathers of the * 
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that petfect Communion with the Church of God (without 
which Church is no ſalvation) ſhould be granted him in the 


ratticipation of the body and blood of our bleſſed Saviour, 
except the governours of the Church had obſerved in him a 


very notoriousdefeR in fulfilling his duty; of which yer if 


there was any the leaſt probable a ppearance of repentance / he 
waz not denied the neceſſaty viaticemw ( as the Council of 
Nies calls it.) The belt men ready to depart to a better life 
defired and took this czleſtial meat for their comfort and re- 
freſhmen io theic paſſage to God, 

Some miniſters are ſo ftrit and parſimonious in giving the 
Holy Sacrament , that they deny the ſame unto a conſiderable 
part (yea oſten, to moſt part) of their pariſh , which be- 
fore had been admitted to ic, without uſing the method pre- 
ſcribed by our Saviour in Marth, chap, 18. ver, 15,16, 17. 
Which text requires publick accuſation and proof in the pre- 
ſence of the governours of the Church,and their publick con- 
demnation before the publick execution of ſo high a cenſure, 
They are alſo ſo hard hearted to dying men, earneſtly defiring 
chat ſoul-confirming & molt refreſhing viaticum, that although 
they cannot truely before God and men, ( if put to it; ) aſſure 
it, that they remain in a ſtate of fin incopfittent with any de- 
gree of ſaving grace, ( aSincaſ: of denial, they ſhould bez up- 
on good grounds aſſured) yet they can be ſo unchirĩtable and 
upmercitul, as to den it unto them, Theſe extreams on the 
one hand, and on the o:her hand, partly the not forgotten 
oreat abuſe of the holy cenſures by Chancellors and Com- 
miſſaries , partly the late eje&ing of the ſer publick forme: 
of prayers out of the Churches, and partly the general con - 
tempt of all the holy ordinances ſpread over the Kingdomes 
by the ſeveral Sects brought in and maintained by the Regi- 
cides, to ſttengthen and perpetuate themſelves, (it they could) 
in theic moſt impious uſurpation and tyranny, theſe (I ſay ) 
have made the Communion of Saints in the publick prayers , 
and the holy Sacraments, to be of very ſmall eſteem with 
moſt; inſomuch, that very many are brought to believe, they 
may go to heaven 5 notwithſtanding the neglect of them; 


for which moſi peſtilent diſeaſe, if ſeaſovable and convenient 
H me- 
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medicine be not found out and wiſely applied, the Church of 
England will be uncapable of receiving any benefit by che 
meer Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline ; and the onely reſtraint under 
God againſt the growing ſad effects of irreligious profaneſs 
will lie in che ſole power of the Regal auctority. | 
What geſture of body was uſed in thoſe ancient times io re- 

ceiving the holy Communion, whether ſanding, or kneeling, 
or at ſome times the one, and at other times che other, is not 
very clearly and expreſſzly fer down by the writers of that 
age , that I canremember, This onely is certain, that they 
did not kneel inthe receiving of it onthe Lords days, becauſe 
it was againſt a Canon of the Church, to adore God by bowing 
of the knee on thoſe dayes : It is probable, that on other days 
(except in the Pentecoſt ) they received kneeling, for St. Hie- 
rom ſaith, that it was an Eccleſiaſtical Cuſtome to bow the 
knee to Chriſt, which we may underitand to be in the recei- 
ving of that holy Sacrament, as well as in the publick pray- 
ers; notwithſtanding that this holy Doctor ſaich in another 
place, that every one that is ſubject unto Chtiſt, is ſaid to bend 
his knee unto him; and citing the words of St. Paul | at the 
name of Jeſus eyery knee ſhall be ured addeth, that the 
words do not pertain to the knees of the body, but to the ſub- 
jection of the mind, and inclivation of the ſoul, and obſe- 
quiouſneſs of the heart to God: Which this moſt learned Fa- 
ther would never have ſaid or written, if the Cuſtome of the 
Church had been in his time to kneel not one ly unto Chriſt 
himſelf, but alſo to his name Jeſus, or if he had thought 
that this place of the Apoſtle did ſignifie it to be every mans 
duty to make the name Jeſus a co- object with Chriſt of his a- 
doratĩon by the bowing of the knee, as ſome of the latter 
Schoolmen have taught. In the time of Sr, Hierom and be- 
fore, the ſtanding in receiving the Euchariſt on the Lords day 
was accompanied with a lo bowing of the body even nigh to 
a proltration ; for St. Auguſtius writing upon the 98 Pſalm 
laith, none eateth that fleſh, unleſs he firſt hath adored ir. 
And in the words following he ſpeaketh 6! inclination and 
. profiration to that earth, that is, the fleſh of our Saviour ( nor 
conſidered as apart from, but as in, and with the moſt — 
Divide 
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Divine perſon.) Cyril of Jernſalem ſpeiking of che Holy ci. ieroſal. 
Communion, ſaith, take the 047 of Chriſt ſaying Amen: and Cech. Ana. 
a-littleafcer ,- come ( ſaich he) to the Cup of his blood, not br Fe 
extending thy hands, but incurving them (e and in 

manner ot adoring and worſhiping, ſaying, Amen, But now, 

chat tbe more urgent reaſons, which moved the Fathers of the 

Primitive Church not to uſe kneelivg in adoring God on the 

Lords days , are ceaſed, it ſeems molt convenient ro kneel 

in taking the Holy Sacrament, upon what day ſoever we re- 

ceiveir; for the neater Chriſt comes to us, and the more he 

doth deſce ud and condeſcend in coming to us, yea, and into 

us, myltically in thoſe external weak Elements, the more 

ſhould we deſcend, humble, and debaſe our ſelves by the in- 

ward bowing of our ſouls, and the external bending of our 

knees inthe receiving of him, thereby teſtifying our own un- 
worthineſs of that Grace, and commending the exceeding 

freeneſs of it. In the Kingdome of Preſter Job» they ſtand Paulinus in 
hen they receive the holy Communion, In giving the Sa- — = 
crament the Biſhop or Presbyter ſaid, the body of the — Caſe 
Lord, and the receiver ſaid, Auen, ſaith Ambroſe, About [axdr; liturg. 
the year 600, in the Sacram: utary of Gregory the great , De Sacrament. 
it is ſaid, while the prieſt giveth the Lords body, let him ſay „“ 4.6. 6. 
The Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt preſerve thee to eternal life, 

Amen, And in giving the Cup let him ſay, The blood of our 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt preſerve thee to eternal life, In the miſs of 

ſome Armenians in Ryſſia, the prieſt communicating ſaich, 4 Caſſand, 
By faich I believe in the moſt holy Trinity the Father, Soo and | 
Holy Ghoſt, By faith I eate thy quickning and ſaving body , 

O Lord Jeſus Chriſt; let it be unto me to the abſolution and 
remiſſion of my ſinnes. And in drinking the Cup, Idripkby , — 
faith thy holy unmixed blood, blotting out fins, O Lord Jeſu dem. 
Chriſt, tor the remiſhon of my fins, and of my Parents and of 

allche world, Every Communicanct of the Armenians in Ju- 

dla goeth before the foot of the altar to receive. It is pro- . .. 
vided inthe Council of Laodic. before the year 400, that ovly * 
the miniſters mighrtgoin to the altar, and there take the Com- 

munion, In the fourth Council of Tolet, it was appointed <p, 17 
that the prieſts and deacons ſhould communicate _— the 

H 2 altar, 
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altar, the ſubordinate Clergy in the Quite, the people without 
the Quire, This Council drave the people far off from the raile: 
ol the altar. 

Many more Rites and Ceremonies were uſed in the fourth 
Century, which do not pertain to our purpoſe, and very minx 
more were afterward added, eſpecially in the Roman Church. 

From what hath been ſaid, we may perceive; that the Com- 
poſers of our Divine Service- book made choice of the beſt 
things out of the moſt ancient Licurgies of the Churches, 
which flouriſhed long before the birth of Antichriſt, leaving 
many Ceremonies uſed in the primitive times, pot very conve- 
vienc tothe preſent tare of our Churches, retaining other 
that the garment of Chriſtian religion with us might nor al- 
together vary from the ancient form ſo far as ir. could without 
prejudice to the body of religion be fitted to ns. 

Tertullias ſaith, that the ſolemnities and myſter ies of Idols 
gained credit and reputation with men, by the ſumptuous rites 
and rich ornaments, whereby they were ſer forth and adorned, 
Ic is likely that the ancient Fathers, when miracles began to 
ceaſe, ſaw it expedient ( for the removing of ſome of the 
obſtructions to Chriſſian taith ) to add to the divine Solemni- 
ties ſome agreeable Rices, whereby the Chriſtin Doctt ine 
might be commended to the reftitude of humane judgment, 
as not incredible or contemptible , and, it miy be, thereby be 
commended as credible and worthy of good regard. The 


Yertull, de re- Schiſmaticks in Tertullian s time, (as be ſaith) pamed the 


ſcript. beret, 
6. 41. 


decent Ceremonious Diſcipline of the Churches, a bawd, and 
counted the ptoſtration of that Diſcipline by themſelves to 
be Chriſſian ſimplicĩty: Whereas in very deed that proſtra - 
tion of ediſying order and Ceremonies, Cauſed the conſuſion 
of the holy ordinances among them, and ſluttiſhnefs in the 
celebrations of the divine infſticutions; as Tertullian noted in 
thoſe Schiſmaricks, and we ſee now a days in outs. But on 
the other fide we muſt remember, that we may erre (as in the 
defect, ſo) in the exceſs of Ceremonies, or in the choice, ot 
in accounting and compelling others to own them for unchan- 
geable Apoſtolick inficures, or by too rigid preſſing the uſe 
of eyery of them, eſpecially upon people of weak capaciey 
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humble, peaceablezand of a ſccupulous conſcience, Auguſtine Auguſt. £pift 
was grie ved to ſee the ttanſgreſſion of a Ceremony to be-more 119 
ſeverely reprehended then the = of Gods law: his — 
judgment was, that the Ceremonies ſhouſd not be many, ſo as ld nern i. 
by them to preſs with ſervile burthens the Church of Chriſt, poxere prater- 
which God would preſerve free in the uſe onely of few Rites 4 q«e ne- 
commended by manifeſt reaſons, Antiquity is venerable , His ſerua- 
yet it may not, ought vor continue a Rice or Ceremony ip 7 , ge. 
any Church with whoſe edification and peace it is become in- — —— 
conſiſtent. There be but few ordinances meerly Eccleſiaſtical, onnem quidem 
which have not in ſome Churches become noxious, or at leaſt fornicationem 
uſeleſs, And there is a viciſſuude of profit or detriment py — 
growing from them many times in the ſame Churches, atiſin CO 


| - 2 b 
from notable changes in perſons and circumſtances. - 4 — = 38 


tutis, perinde 
atq; de anima ipſa,decertant,Dei mandata inverientes, & fbi ipſis leges ſerentes,per Socrat, bift. 
I. 5. c. 21, Edit. Bafil, 1570. "I 


eAwuguſtine thought thatthoſe obſervances which the whole 
Church kept, and no diverſity. of manners had varied, were 
ordained by the Apoſtle St. Paul. This bis thought holds forch TH. 118. 
a probability and no demonſtration, for he himſelf in ſome 
place grants, that ſuch univerſal (and de facto unvaried) rites 
might have been made by a general Council, and we may add 
by cuſtome. Many Ceremonies were univerſal (as many then 
believed) and unvatied in Auguſtines time, which were in 
following times, eĩther altered, ot altogethet diſuſed. Where- 
fore > ſurely becauſe they ceaſed to be uleſul, ot became hurt- 
ful. And therefore if St. Paul wis the author of them, he 
gave them with conſent of the Churches to be uſed ſo long as 
they ſaw them to continue ſeryiceable , or at lexft not hurt- 
ful co Chriſtian religion. It was difficult inthe ancient times 
to know which tices deſcended from che Apoſſles, and which 
not, or which were upiverfal in ſuch in age by them that lived 
rherein: They many times ſaid ſome Rites to be univerſat, | | 
which were ſo opel in the part of che Chrittian world where gras. 658, 
they lived, as in the Eaſtern or Weſtern Churches, It was be- J. 5. c. 21. 
fore ſhewed, that man thinzs were ſaid by the Fathers to be £ 6am. 1. 
of divine or Apoſtolical inſtitution, Which were not ſo = 7.1619. 
dee 7 
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deed, if we ſpeak of divine or Apoſtolick ioſticures in 2 pro- 
per ſenſe : Sometime hat was by one of the Fathers affirmed 
to be ſo, was by ſome other ancient writers reſetred to a more 
recent author, as to one Pope or other, So ſome aſcribe the 
Roman Liturgy to St. Peter, as Iſidere, every part whereof is 

- aſſigned to other authors by Gregory the great, or Amalarime, 

or Alcuinw, or Strabus, or ſome other which have writer of 

the Roman Service. I find none to determine in particular 

what part of that Service was made by St. Peter, but one ly a 

few alſitmĩng that he compoſed three prayers of ir, But if he 

had been the author of ir as /fidere relates, it is not to be 
doubted, but that the Heſtern Churches or moſt of them, had 

uſed one ly that Liturgy. But the Church of Millaine had a 

proper Licurgy » the Churches of Spaine had another proper 

to them, and the Africans had divers in divers Churches; ſome 
of which had una wates put into their Licurgy ſome prayers. 
compoſed by Hereticks ; which cauſed ſome African Councils 
to ordain, that no prayers ſhould be received into the Liturgy, 
but ſuch as were examined by Learned men or approved by a 

Et ſides, fine : 

Ectlefharum Council. | 

conſuetdines diverſe ? & altera conſuetudo miſſarum ia Romana Eccleſia, atq; altera in Gallia- 

rum Eccleſiis tencatur? buic interrogationi Anguſtini Anglorum Epiſcops fic yeih. Gregorius 

Papa. 1, : ; 
— fraternitas tua Romane Lccleſiæ conſurtudinem in qua ſe mem init eruditam; Sed mibi 

plaret, ut frve in Romana, froe in Gallicana ſen in qualibet Eccleſia aliquid inveniſti quod plus 

emnipotenti Deo poſſit placere , ſolicite eligas er in Anglorum Eccleſia, que adbuc ad fem no 
ys inſtitutione precipua, que de-mulcis Eccleſ is colligere potuiſti, infundas. Non enim pro locis res 

pro bon is rebus loca amanda ſunt, Ex quibuſg; ergo Eccleſiis » que ia, que rellgioſa, que 
refla ſunt, elige ; & bec quaſe in faſciculum collect a apud Anglorum mentes in conſuetudinem 


fle po ne. 
4 Every Church, at leaſt every Provincial Church, compoſed 
their prayers; or other parts of their divine Service, as ſeemed 

moſt conducible to their edification,and after altered the ſame, 

Vide Bern. Au- Ot made a new form, or received a form uſed in another 
gienſ. de qui- Church, as they pleaſed: Spain or ſome parc of ic received the 
buſd. rebus ad Roman Licurgy. And therefore if it hould ſeem good to the 
__ _ Church of England to mend their Lirurgy , or compoſe a new 
Vide Sue. one ( if need be) more agreeable to the preſent time, they 
bi 19. ſhould do therein ho more ihen the moſt famous Chutches have 


done 
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done before, and which can be no diſparaging of the wiſdome 
and piety of the Compoſers of it, which intended onely te 
make it as fit as could be for the ſtate of the Church in their 
time ( which I believe they performed very exactly) and not 
to frame and impoſe an nnchangeable form which could ne vet 
prove incongruous to any paſſible variety in the ſtate of the 
Church; for thĩs is not in the power of any perſons or Chur - 
ches. Howſoever Ceremonies and a form of Licurgy, are no 
more neceſſary for Epiſcopl, then a Presbyterian Govern- 
ment, which may equally etre in defect or exceſs, or quality of 
the rites and divine Service, 

Now although both the forms of governmenc and all Ec- 
cleſiaſtical rices be in cheir narure changeable, becauſe of cheic 
dependance upon variable circumſtances , yer ſome have been 
leſs ſubject to change ot abtogation then other, either becauſe 
they be of ſmal efficacy to hurt or profit, or becauſe the hurt 
done by them is hardly diſcerned, or becauſe the circum- 
ſtances, which are apt to make chem noxious, ſeldome happen, 
or becauſe they are believed to have the Apoltles for their au- 
thors or approvets. | 

Of all other, Epiſcopacy ſeems leaſt ſubject to abrogation. 
Firſt, bꝛcauſe the Churches in all parts of the world, were al- 
ways firmly perſwaded, that the inſtitution of Epiſcopacy , 
had the Apoſtles hand and ſeal joyned wich the mother Chur- 
ches for the confirmation of ic. Secondly , becauſe many 
believed that the Apoſtles never permitted the Colledge of 
Presbyters to ordain Presbyters in the time that —— in 
the Churches, this they received by tradition, to which t 
eaſily gave their afent,becauſe they found nor io the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, or the Apoſtolical Epiſtles, that ſole Presbyters ordai- 

red any ( except perhaps by an immediate command of che 
Holy Ghoſt, which is extraordinary) but with a Preſident ei- 
ther an Apoſtle or an Evangeliſt, or aVicegerent of an Apoſtle, 
as Timothy, I itas, & c. whence they thought it might be very 
probably collected that the Apoſtles would have given a prin- 
cipality of the exerciſe of the power of ordination unco one 
Presbytet onely in every Church, ſo as without him the whole 
Colledge could not ordain , and would have left the govern- 
ment 
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ment to be exerciſed in common, equally by all, if the Col- 
ledge had nor ſo groſly abuſed their ruling power, whereby ic 
was ſeen that the Colledge had need of a Prefident, both inthe 
Goverpment, and the Ordination, which wes accordingly gi- 
ven them by the decree of the Church, gp by the Apo- 
files; Sr, Hierome himſelf hath ſome paſſages , which ſeem co. 
$ipaſſm an- favour this opinion, and therefore che Churches never ſuf- 

nibus ( Preſb.) fered a Presbytet; or Choropiſcope, to ordaine, except he ſup- 

Her conceſſum plied the place of a Biſhop, when he could not be preſenc, and 

(ordinare,) the Ordination could not be delayed; Thirdly, The Presby- 

— 2 tet ian Government was in uſe in the pureſt puticy of che Chur- 

dine i, quod non ches, beginning to ſpread abroad over the world by the preach- 

ſervaretur ing of the Apoliles, and yet id leſs then twenty years ſpace 

ordo; imme po · Schiſmes grew out of it, which cauſed the Churches to out it , 

euer 420 and to eltabliſh Epiſcopacy as the beſt antidote againſt 

2 77725 Schiſme, and for the reſtauration and maintenance of che 

tum eſi Dei cen · Chut e hes peace. | | 

filir,quod ſols 1 

Ep1ſcopis ordinum diſpenſatio & aliorum officiorum ut conſecratis abbatum, monlabum & eccleſies 
rum & cenſniliun con:edatur. Bonevent. in 4. d. 25. 4 1. 


Now if the Pre:byterian Government was uneffectuall for 
che preſerving of peace among the moſt godly , and conſe- 
quently the moſt addicted to peace, who can expect ic ſhould 
be effectuall to reſtore union and peace, and to preſerve ic in 
Churches too full of pollution and Raines , very much dege- 
nerated from the holineſs of the Apoſtolicall times? It ſeems 
a deſperate and prepoſterous coutſe, to uſe that as a ſoveraigne 
Antidete in our time, which had the effect of a Poyſon upon 
the Churches in the Apoltles time. A burnt Child dreads the 
fire; and ſheuld not the weaker members of the body dread the 
fire, that burnt the ſtrongeſt and beſt able to refit its force? 
Seeing the remainder of natural! — — in the moſt holy 
Churches drew the Poyſon of Sciſme from the Presbytetian 
forme of government, we cannot, without high preſumption, 
think chat the far higher degrees of ſin remaining in us, will be 
idle. & ſuffer grace to make of ir an Antidote again Schiſme, 
Mountebanks are ſeen ſometime to heal by improper Medi- 
cines, where the ſtrength of nature, and the concurrence of 

| | ſome 
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ſome other ſecret cauſes do perfotme the cure, and not the na- 
cure of the Phyſick. So may the Presbyterian goverument 
have in ſome place the credit of healing Schiſmes & maiorain- 
iog peace, when in very truth thoſe good effects proceed from 
the copſluence of other cauſes , and nor from the aptneſs of 
that government. to effect them: For ĩt ſeems incredible that 
ic ſhould bave ĩn ĩt an aptneſs to keep us in peace that had in it 
an ĩnept ĩtude to keep the moſt peaceably diſpoſed Apoſtolick 
Chriſtians in unity and peace. Whence we may conclude, that 
although the ancient Epiſcopacy be in ics nature changeable, as 
being of the Churches, and by conſequence of humane conſti- 
tution, yet morally and practically ir may not be abrogated 
without dammage to the Church; which will aſſurediy fol- 
low , if ſome accidentall benigne influences of ſome other 
cauſes do not for ſome time hinder its birth. 

I am very apt to believe, that the Churches, which ſeem 
to uſe the Presbytetian government , never intended by any 
Law,deſervipg the proper name of a Law , to ſettle the primi- 
tive Presbytery in cheir Churches, whence the ſad Schiſmes 
aroſe in the primitive times; much leſs co abtogate the an- 
cient'Epiſcopacy, which in the judgment of che belt Chriſti- 
ans, and of the Apoſtles, is the healer of Schiſmes, and the pre- 
ſet vet of peace: But thit they intended (as they had good rea 
ſon) to abrogate the corrupted Hierarchy , with the multitude 
of its oppreſling attendants, and (as neceſſity compelled them) 
ſeemingly to ſuſpend their reception of the ancient Epiſcopa- 
cy,bur in very deed receiving in ſome hidden ſort the fubſtance 
of ic, ſecretly giving that Authority to the moderator of the 
Colled ge of Presbyters, which tantamounts the Authority of 
the ancient Biſhops, This was done by them in theit Emer- 
gency, out of the Gulfe of the Babyloniſh Idolatry and Hzre- 
fies, when. the ſtate of perſons and Circumſtances would not 

ermirt them directly and manifeſtly to ſer up the ancient 
1 covertly and cloathed with the apparel of Preſ- 
bytery; Becauſe the appearing of it in ics native cloathing 
ſeemed to threaten an extreme danger of returning again to 
Idolatrous Babylow, Thus when two duties became inconſi- 
tient, the keepiog out of Idolatry , and the open and manifeſt 
I uſe 
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uſe of an Ordinance inferior te the maintenance of the pnriry 
of Gods ag they did, asit was their duty, fo farforbear 
the open uſe of Epiſcopacy as ſeemed needfull. that they might 
preſerve the truth and ſincetity of the worſhip of God, I know | 
many wricers are of another mind, but the intentions of 
Churches are bettet ſeen in the cauſes of their actions and the 
managing of them, then in the letter of a Law , or in the ſpe- 
culative opinions pf private perſons. 

Some think the preſenc condition of our Church, to be al- 
moſt the ſame with the Rate of thoſe Churches, when they fitſt 
began theic Reformation, and therefore that we ftand in need 
of the ſame cure undet the habit of the Presbyrerian Govern- 
mem. Surely theſe are much deceived ; firſt, in their opinion 
of our preſent Rate ; ſecondly, in the ſequele, if our caſe were 
like theirs : for, when we were like them in departing from 
Babylon, we were unlike them in many other reſpeQs, and 
needed not the habit of Presbyrers, but fall copurge the) an- 
ciem Epiſcopacy from as many of the foul exc:eſcencies which 
the ſins of men made to grow to it, asthe condition of that 
time would permit, whereby out Church kept more nniformi- 
ty with the primitive Churches, and by the bleſſing of God up- 
op out endevour, obtained more meaſure of the Heavenly 
light, and of che power of Godlineſs in peace, and that for a 
longer tĩme, then any part of thoſe Churches attained unto, 
which were neceſsitated ro fhrowd themſelves under anot het 
habit of Government. This I ſry not any way to diſparage 
any other Church of Chriſt, (whom ] honour and pray for 
from my heart ) or to aſcribe any thing to ouro n wiſdomo 
and providence , but to honour and glorifie the grace of God 
for his great mercies to our Church, and to defend her honour 
againſt the miſtakes of ſome. 

But now our condition is changed our fins have brought us 
to miſery, the light ind glory of our Church is tutned co dark- 
neſs, coxtuſion, and comempt; from which (notwichftandine 
out unworthineſs) Gods infinite mercy (which hath moR gra- 
tiouſly reſtored our Soveraign Lord the King unto his Kipg- 
domes and Subjects) will be pleaſed, I cruſt, to deliver us, and 
to beautĩſie our Church wich the primitive Apoſtolicall Epiſ- 
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topicy, attended by his aſſeſſors and Senne , the reverend , 


ve, wiſe, learned and pious Colledg of Presbyters, to go- 
vern the houſe of God, after the beſt pattern of che primitixe 
holy orders and diſcipline, for the obtaining whereof , God 
would have us aſſiſted by His grace to contribute out ende- 
yours , improved to the utrermoſt of Chriſtian Wiſdom and 
moderation, to be crowned with his rich bleſſing, And be- 
cauſe this bufineſs is about things for the mot parr ſpirituall, 
tending to the edification of Gods houſe ; it will, no doubt, 
pleaſe our gracious King and his great Councell not to pro- 
ceed in this work without the adviſe and counſell of chem , 
whom Chriſt hath ordained under Himſelf Miniſter, all buil- 
ders of His Houſe ; leaſt the negle& of His Ordinance aud Mi- 
niſters cauſe the Lord to blaſt all other Counſells and endea- 
yours, ho probable ſoever they may ſeem to be ĩo the eye of 
the world. Give unto Ceſar the things which are Ceſars, and 
let the Vicegerents of Chritt enjoy the things belonging to 
them; let all intereſts have cheir due part in this weighty 
work; and then whatſoever Government be ſettled , what 
form ſoe ver of Divine ſervice,what Rites ſoever.and Ceremo- 
vices ſhall be eſtabliſhed, they will wich all readine(s and due 
ſubmiſſion be received and embraced by all the people, and all 
che obedient Sons and Daughters of our deareſt Mother the 
Church of Exgland : among whom it there ſhall b: ſom whoſe 
judgments cannot acquieice in ſome determinations of the 
bigher powers, they will wiſely confidery firſt, that in the te- 
mote conclulious of Divine maximes, all good men in this our 
inficmicy will vial cp and that nature teacheth us that iu 
conttovetſies the teſolution of the major part mult be obzyed, 
without which debates would never be ended, and St. Pas! 
faich, let che ſpicics of the Prophets be ſubj:& to the Prophets. 
Secondly, That Cod hath appointed the powers civil and 
Eccleſiaſlĩcall in his ſtead to determine Eccleſiaſticall comro- 
verbes, and to make Eccleſiaſticall Ordinances, from whoſe 
judgment there is no appeal but only to God by prayer, Third- 
ly, That to preſerve the peace of the Church and Charity the 
bond of perfectnels, is a duty to be preferred before the duty of 
publick teaching, dirulgiog , 'F preaching mary of thoſe Di- 
2 vine 
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vine Truths, whoſe ignorance (it- not voluntary) dorh not ex- 
clude from Heaven, when that teaching or publiſhipg doth di- 
llurb the publick peace, and conſequently the keeping of the 
peace requireth abſtinence in that caſe from ſuch divulg ing or 
preaching. | 

And from theſe conſiderations good men will infer that ic 
is good for them, and that ic is theic duty both for the lake of 
Gods Authority , for good order ſake, and for Charity and 
peace ſake,&, out of a Conſcientious tegard to the higher pow- 
ers, to acquieſce_in their decerminations , and to deſiſt from 
oppoling their private opinion to the publick judgment, and 
purſuing their private inteteſt to the prejudice of publick 
peace and Charity. For which Wiſedome and modetation, 
that they may be in all, let all good men ptay to the one ly 
wiſe and moſt mercifull God, the Author of Truth and 
peace. 0 | | 
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An APENDIX. 


He manner of the Ordination of Biſhops (forgotten to be 
ſhewed by me, in due place) is declared by the fourth 
Councilt of Carthage in theſe words; When a Biſhop is or- 
dained, lay and hold the book of the Evangelifts upon his head 
and neck, and one Brſhop pronouncing the Benediction over 
him, let the reſt of the Biſhops preſent touch his head with 
theit hands. The Church never accounted any to be capable 
of this Epiſcopall Ordination that was not firſt ordained a 
Presbyter, the manner of whoſe Ordination, was that the 
Biſhop bleſſing him (ſaying, receive the Holy Ghoſt, whoſoever 
ſins you ſhall remitt, &c.) ind laying his hand upon his head, che 
Presbyrers preſent lay their hands upon his head by the hand 


There was a (%) Canon in uſe in the ſecond Century (When 
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it was made it is pot knowu) which required that eyety one 
that would be an Eccleſiaſtieall Officer ſhould begin with, and 
for ſome ſer time officiate in the loweſt Office, and ſo by de- 
grees aſcend to the Epiſcopacy, if the Church did deſite his ad- 
vancement. Vet we find that ſome laicks, yea ſome unbaptiſed 
perſons have been by the Clergy and people choſen Biſhops , 
as eAmbroſe, Nears, and other, who leaping over the infe- i, in v4 
riour offices, and the time wherein they ſhould have given ta Ambrojj. 
proofe of their faithfulneſs and induſtry in the order of Presby- Niceph. Caf. 
retry, have been Baptiſed, made Presbyters , and then Biſhops Cecil. hiſt. l. i. 
within few dayes, and ſome (it may be) took theſe two laſt or- 
ders in the ſame houre. But this was very rare, and by diſpen- 
Grion, or was liable to an Eccleſiaſticall cenſure. 
When any undet the degree of a Presbyter, was by the ĩgno- 
trance or perverſneſs of ſome Biſhops , otdained a Biſhop, no- 
ching done by him was elleemed valid, bur what his former 
degree did warrant, ot a Laick might in neceſſity do, untill he 
was made a Presbytet. B:larmine ſaich truly, that ic is im- 
poſſible that one ſhould be ordained a Biſhop ( fit to officiate ) 
which was not before a Presbyter, or did not take both orders 
ro:ether, For (ſaith he) Epiſcopacy includes Presbytery in | 
ics eſſence, and a Biſhop, no Presbyter, is a figment, a Biſhop De Sacramento 
being nothing elſe but the firſt or chief Presbyter. Whence I I. 
he doth rightly inter that the Ordination of a Biſhop ,, com- * 
pared with the Ordination of a Presbyter , is (being in ir ſelf 
preciſely conſidered) interior to it,as being of noeffi-acy as to 
acts meerly Eccleſiaſticall, and which the civil Magiſtrate 
cannot execute. ny £37 | 
Here ſome doubts ate raiſed which by divers are divetſely 
reſolved. As whether Chrtit did ordainethe Apoſtles in the 
firſt place Presbytets, and after that Biſhops > and if ſo, when 
was this dane? or it it be ſaid that Chriſt made them Apoſtles, 
Presbytets and Biſhcops,in one and the ſame Ordination, how, 
can it be proved that Chriſt gave the Apottles the poiyers now 
proper to Biſhops , not only as they were extraordinary Offi- 
cets, bur alſo as they were to have ſucceſſors; and not rather 
that Chriſt reſerved thoſe powers as they were to be conveyed 
by ſucceſſion to be given in a more convenient time ? it is l 
46. | generally 
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generally acknowledged that Presbyters were vertuilly or- 
dained when the Apoſtles were ofdained, If Chriſt made the 
Apoſtles both Presbyters and Biſhops in one Ordination, how 
durſt the Church alter our Saviours Ordinance , as to ordain 

them by two aRaall Ordina'ions whom He Himſelf had or- 

dained in one virtuall Ordination) to ſay that our bleſſed Sa- 

viour ordained the Apofiles firſt Presbyters, and afterwards 

Biſhops, is to affirm that which the Evangelifis do not menti- 

on. To Preach, Baptiſe, adminiſter the Lords Supper, to feed 

the Sheep, to bind and looſe, all theſe offices appear by clear 
Teſtimonies of the holy Scriptures, and the conſent of che Ca- 

tholick Church to belong to Presbytets; and therefore it may 

not be reaſonably thought that any of thoſe places of the Evan- 

geliſts which promiſe thoſe powers , or ĩntimate t hem to be 

given, or require the execution of them, conveigh an Epiſcopa- 

cy to the Apoſtles ſuppoſed before ordained Presbyrers. Some 

ſay, that St. Cyprian and ſome other of the Fathers affirm 

Chriſt in ordainirg the Apoſtles to have ordained Biſhops , 

and that Biſhops are the Apoſtles ſucceſſors , and Presbyrery 

the ſucceſſors of the 10 Diſciples, To theſe ObjeRions the 

Ad Draſcont;- anſwers are ready and cafie, Firit, Arhanefim ſaith, chit Chriſt 
em in I. 44, by his Apoſtles conſtituted and ordained Biſhops; and A- 
guſtine ſaich, that the Church conceived Biſhops, nei:her of 

them writeth that Biſhops were vertually ordained in the 

Apoſtles Ordination, neither is this expreſly ſaid in any anci- 

1s Epift. 1. ad ent Author. Secondly , Ambroſe the contemporary or elder 
Timeth, c. 3. then the true Ambroſe ſaith, that the Ordination of a Presby- 
tet and Biſhop is one and the ſame, this may ſeem ſtrange, for 

in his and the'preceding times, they were diſtin , but his 

followipg words declare his meaning when he gives this rea- 

Cyprian ad ſon, namely, becauſe both Presbycer and Biſhop are Secerds- 
florentium,&<. ter, Priefts, which ſhews that in ſaying}, that the Ordinition 
El. of a Preꝛbyter and Biſhop is the fame, he meadt quarerne ga- 
cerdoter, as they were Pitelts or Prevbyrets, theic ordination 

was the ſame. | : 20 : 74] | | 

So che other auncient Doctors which ſay that Chriſt in 
Baſil. conſit. ſpeaking ſome things to the Apoſtles, as, He that heareth you, 
monaf, c. 32. bear me, Sc. and ſpake in and by them to Biſhops, or _ in 
em 
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them Chriſt ordained Biſhops, did mean, That our Strlour 
ſpake in and by the Apoſtles co Biſhops, (not as Biſhops ) duc 
as they were Sacerdotes, Prieſts, and Pregbyrers, and only 
conſequently and remotely , by the means of a ſubſequent 
Ordinance, as they were Biſhops, that is, Presbyters , having a 
preſidency over their Brethren, when the Paſtors of that 
primitive Church fay , that Biſhops are Succeſſors of the 
Apoſtles, and Presbyters ſucceſſors of che 70 Diſciples, theic 
meaning was, That having reſpect to the Diſtinction which 
the Apoliles made , between one Presbyter and the reſt, 
by exalting one in every Churgh to 2 preſidency over 
the reſt : Prefidene Presbyrer , which is the Biſhop, 
ſucceeds the Apoſtles , whoſe Succeſſors, and the ſubje& 
Presbytets ſucceeded the 70 Diſciples , in ſome likeneſs of 
ſuperiority and inferiority, 
The Fathers could not mean, That the Presbyters were 
ordained ia the Ordinat ĩon of the 70. For | 

Firſt, None of them had any good ground to affitm, That 
the 0 either had ſo ample an ordinary power (if they had 
any ordinary power) as the Presbyrery have; or that the 
power they received was rather the power of an Office to 4% xadopbum = 
continue in them, then a power only to do ſome acts for a 4rcbiepiſcopum 
certain time after, which the power was to leave them, Senonen. in 
although Pope Nicholas the fi. affirms, That the 70 Diſciples — — 
had the Offices of Biſhops, and could ordain Presbyrers, pf tem. 7. 

Secondly, The Form of Ordination, boch in our Church, — 
and in the Roman pontificial, doth manifeſtly ſhew , That 
Presbyters wete virtually ordained in the Ordination of the 
Apoſtles, after one Saviours Reſuttection, when he ſaid, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt Whoſeſorver fins ye remitz&ec. the which 
entire words are uſed in Presbyters Ocdivacion , and only one 
member of the words are uſed inthe ordination of biſhops, that 
is; Receive the Holy Ghoſt which words do not ſerve to conveigh 
onto them all power to remit, & c. which they had received 
in their Ordination, co Presbytery, but they ſerve to gi ve them 
the power of Prefidency, whereby the Biſhop is conſtituted: 
and therefore Presbyters and Biſhops, as they be Presbyrers, 
are the primary Succefſors of che Apoſtles, and _— z as 

iſhops, 


64 A Treatiſe of the Primitive Epiſcopacy, 
4 " 3's 
Biſhops, that is, as to their preſidency are onely ſecondary 
Succeſſors of the Apoſtles. 2 | + 1 
There is no great cauſe of doubt whether thoſe words a- 
Cun Eteliſa boveſaid, uſed at this time in the or dinat ion of Biſhops: or. 
in ordinatio- presbyters, were together with impoſi ĩon of hands therein 
—— * —— uſed in and from the Primitive 41mes , becauſe they ate not 
1114 ity ver. Exprediely mentioned in any.ancieot Author, for actouſand 
petuo eiſd. ver- JEars and above ( for any thing I could learn) for fitſt the 
bis e forma il- Fathers do ofcen ſz y.that impoſition of hands was uſed in thaſe 
la, Accip te Spi- ordinations (and ought to be uſed) as allo a benediction and 
—.— — prayets: which prayers ( no queſtion) were aceommodated 
fri iz peccara, In each ordination to the qiſtinction made by the Apoſtles le- 
&c. Semper u- (Ween Presbyters and Biſhops, and therefore-the words 
ſa ſuerit, qui ¶ Receive the Holy Ghoſt , — ſms ye remit, &c. ]. might 
ambigat idem be uſed in the prayers of the Biſhops ordination, for an in- 
Chrilum 725... cteaſe of the grace and power received by them in heit Peeſ- 
re, &c. Vaſq. byterial ordination, ang .omicted in che prayers of Presby - 
inz. p diſp. ters ordination (herein they conſtitute the benediction,) 
239. c. 4. Hecauſe the ſulneſs of the exerciſe of the power given by the 
miniſtery of thoſe words, and other parcs of their ordination 
is ſomethipg reſtrained by the conſtitution of Epiſcopacy. 
| The reaſon why thoſe holy men did not ſer down in their 
Te 2 Cor. bom; vytitĩogs the very words of benediction ſpoken at the impo- 
as ſit ion of hands, and the particular forms of prayers then uſed 
Not, patres is declared by Chryſoſtome ; who, ſpeaking of Biſhops begio- 
& concilia non ning the AR of ordination, ſaith, l hat ſuch and ſuch words 
con/utviſſe ex- were ſpoken which the initiated knew, for it is not lawful 
piicare r9tum ( faith he) to detect all before the profane. 
mentorum (non As for the forms of Ordination which, were ruten be- 
exim ſcribe- tyyeen the years oo and 1000 andthe forms in Clements con- 
bant libros ri- ſlĩtutions, beſides that they are of ſmall. ctedit, they are 
— imperlect and diſagree among themſelves. In one form of 
— Biſhops copſecration the book ĩs not remembred to be held 
ſentialem ex over the bead of the perſon to be.prdaived; in another form. 
qua cetera there is no mention of the impoſition of hands, In 4 form 
omnia intelli· of the ordination: of a Presbytet, the Biſhop and presbyters 
3 eg. holding theic hands on the head of. the ordained, it is ſaid, 
cram. Ord.l, 1. & da oratianem ſuper ,; and let the Biſhop Pr ay above — 
6, 9. ö 
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then many ſorts of prayers follow. Whence we may gather, 

that the prayer to be made over him differs from the other 

prayers, and that under the word | Prayer] the words of 
benediction, which are, Receive the Holy Ghoſt » Whoſoever 

ſins ye. remit, &c. ate comprehended, For thoſe words pro- 

nounced by the Biſhop as the mouth of the Church are a vic- 

rual prayer, the heavenly. gift ſignified by them, and to be x4 axus impoſe 
given in the uſe of them, being begged of God in the pre- ene verba 
ceding and alſo in the ſubſequent prayers, And as they , 
pronounced by the Biſhop ſupplying the place and inſtead of — 3 


Chr iſt, they are Chriſts benediction, and a ſiguifiction of his o- lech acchi- 


perative will in giving the Holy Ghoſt unto ſome (that's Pres- ens auftorita- 
byters in their ordination) to authoriſe them to do the exter- em tefte con- 
pal acts of binding and looſing, Sc. and to accompany thoſe T ſue , 
acts duely exerciſed inthe union and communion ot the true- — — 
ly Catholick Church; and unto others (chat is, Biſhops, in gc;um Deo . 
theit ordination ) to anthotize and enable them for the emi- ferre. Ambtoſ. 
nent, uni vetſal, and prefidential uſe and admĩniſtrat ĩon of the * Nit. 2. ad 
et of binding and lookng before received in theit Preſ- — =P 

terial ordination, and for the ſole exerciſe of the power a, ew 
of ordination, and to accompany their ſervice duely perfor- largitur gra- 
med in the union and communion of the true Church of tam, homo im- 
Chriſt. So the words of the infticution of the Lords Supper are Pit H 
in themſelves no prayers, but conſidered as 2 part of the —— — 5 
prayer preceding them (called by Gregory the great, the dual potent 
Canon, which is not reputed co be ended before thoſe words deatera. Am- 
be prolated ) they aten virtual prayer being preſented ubro broſ. de ani 
God inthe ſupplication of the Church for the obtaining of an 4e /acerd. 
beavenly effect in che imitationof the act of Chrilt, like unco f 5. 55e 
that effect which was granted at the act of ptolation of them 
by Chriſt bimſelf.- | | 

Major & Angel .aficm, that they ſaw ſome Ponrificals which 

were both without the words | Recervethe Holy Ghoſt, _ 
and alſo without impoſition of hands. Therefore thoſe omiſ- 
ſions are no ſufficient arguments to prove that the foreſzid 
words of benediction were not uſed in the Primitive times. 
We may further prove them tb be then id uſe by'rhis, that 
of all the integral puts of ——— we fins 


20 
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"Euaeyls d- nothing proper to the Biſhop, bur onely choſe words of 
viecher ET &- benediction + for the Presbycers umpoſe their hands as well as 
_ - mp che Biſhops, the Presbyters and people fat and pray with 
ee $A che Biſbop, there's nothing left bur che prolatiov of che 
Car. 11. words of benediction, inthe name and place of Chriſt, This 

is confirmed by the ſtory of the purblind Biſbop, who havivg 

laid his hand to ordain a Presbyter, and the Presbycecs theit 

hands, uſed the eyes and mouth of a Presbyrer to read and 

cont, Hiſpal, pronounce the benediction. Its not ſaid that the Presbyter 

2. c. Fo read the prayers ( although irs moſt likely he read them) bur 

the benediction. And why > ſurely becauſe the prayers were the 

common prayers of the whole Church, and the benediction 

onely proper to the Biſbop, and therefore that ordination 

was re jected as unlawful and invalidya Presbyter and nat a Bi- 

ſhop having prolated the benediction: and the Biſhops com- 

miflion was of no value, becauſe prohibited by the Canons in 

force at that time. Above 300 years before this Biſhop, in 

the time of Aibanaſſau, all the Presbyters (and /ſchyras among 

them) which were ordained by Celythie a prevended Biſhop , 

ArhansC, is a Were refuſed ro be received by the Church in that degree, 

poleg, 2. becauſe Colythw was proved to be onehj a Presbycer , whoſe 

ordi nat ĩon, in the judgment of the Church, the conſtitutĩon of 

gem. de entel- che Apoſtles had made invalid. Iv Carnatenfis ſpeaking of 

ene the ordination of Presbyters, and having ſaid, tha the Biſhop 

and Presbyters had laid their hands, he-adds , and they invo- 

cate the Holy Ghoſt upon them. which are ordained; where 

he leaves nothing for che Biſhop but the words of be- 

nediction prolated by him, and onely by him az in the place of 

Chrift, The Biſhop invocated in the name of the whole con- 

2 — g. Ambroſe writing to a Bi 

= 4e the ordinacion which thou! i ——— — 

my kands, and benediction in the name of the Lord Jeſus is 

Is Ia. c. 58, not r Hierome faith that ordination is not ful- 
filledonely by imprecation of the voyce, but — 1 

tion of hand. Now becauſe the iction was to 

de ſaid, while the and Prezbyrers ( in the ordination 

i theſe ) impoſe and hold their bands on che bead of the 

per- 
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rſon to be ordained (the formal prayer going before the 
impoſit hon and followiog after it,) and becauſe it-is the prin- 
cipal part of the ordination , to which the impoſition of hand ; 
is ſubſervienc, as it is a. vertual prayer, Sr, Auguſt, ſaith, De beptiſ. can- 
what is impoſition of hand, bur a pe over a man? And as —— 4 
it is ſpoken by the Biſhop in Chritts ſtead, deliveting the Ec- ** 
cleſiaftical power in Chriſts name, Awbroſe ſaith , that the tn Fiſt. 1. ad 
2 — 7 —— = 5 words whereby che elect Timoch. c. 4. 
to acred mini receiving authority is con- 
—— may be bold to offer Sacrifice to 
God in Chrifts ſteed. Whereby we ſee that impoſition of 


hand, and the benediction, are diſtinct parts of ordination, yet 
ſo conjunct, and the benediction ſo excelling the impoſit ĩon 


of hand, that the whole is reckoned nothing elſe but a bene- 
———— | 
le that I did ſometime begin to ſuſpect, that when 
the Raman Coutt had determined ordination to be a Sacra- 
ment properly ſo called, as baprifm, and infticured by out Sa- 
viour , they put in thoſe words in the ſolemnity of ordina- 
tion, forthe bettet confirmation and propigation of their 
new opinion; but confidering the reaſons aſoteſaid , and eſ- 
pecially that the bleſſed Reformers of out Church have recai- 
ned the ſame words, and nothing doubting but that in ſo doi 
they did not favout the popiſh opinion; but were — 
they did therein follow theit patteru, which was the uſage of | 
the Primitive Church, I rejected that conceic and ſuſpition. f 
The firſt Author that 1 can remember to have read, more 
— —4 intimating the ſaid words of benediction to be 
uſed in the ordination of Pre byters, is out Country-man 
eAlexander of Hale, in theſe words; the Keyes ( ſaich he) Sun. part. (. 
are given with the ſacerdoral order, when it is ſaid , whoſe f. 21. mem- 
fonr you remit, cc. and when a Biſhop is. conſecrated, anothet *"* + 
Key is not conferred upon him, but the nſeof that firſt Key is 
extended. Thus far he, who flouriſhed about the year 1240. 
In the words { #hoſe fins ye remit; bc. ] remiſſon muſt not 
derbe psc af ber the taking away the gailc of fin, oc the 
reconciling of n rate or publick re- 
pemance for fins committed after baptiſm, but alſo for the 
* | K 3 ta- 
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taking away the power and raign of fin, which is done by in- 
fuſed grace, which having removed the ſpititual darkneſs and 
death, illuminates che ſoul, and makes it alive to God, E- 
very patt of the Presbycerial function, tends to this laſt ef- 
ſect as well as to the former, although one piſtoral office 
may be more eſpecially ditected to the former, and another 


in a more ſpecial manner to the latter effect. 


The Fathers do oſten apply thoſe words in St. Jeb» now 
frequently remembred , and the like iv Math, ch. 16. and 
chap. 18, to the act of reconciling Pzvitents co God and the 
Church, and much ofcner then they do to any other kind of 
the minigerial looſing or remiſſion, ad they had good reaſons 
moniagthemilo ee. For, firſt, Hæteticks began in the ſe- 
cond Century to deny chat Chriſt left any miniſterial power 
in his Church for the remiſſion of any great ſin - committed 
afrer baptiſm; and this Hereſie was revived by Nevatian and 
Novatw inthe thicd Century, and quickned by the Donatiſts 
inthe fourth Century, Againſt which, the Orthodox Paſtors 
of the Church uſed thoſe places of Sctiptute, to prove that 
the power of reconciling ſuch Penĩtents was given to the 
Churchof Chrift, Secondly, the zeal of che people in the 
Primitive Times, and the encouragements of the Minitters , 
and alter, the Canong of the Church inclined the people to 
make confeſfion of their ſecret enormities co the Church ot 


nonfiratton and proof 
and comfort of their 


None 


None of thoſe boly Paſtors denyed the miniſterial power 
of retaiſſion or looſſing to be exerciſed inthe other minĩſte- 
rial offices, inſtiruted as the means which God would bleſs 
(it not abuſed) for the begetting and increaſiog of ſaving 
gtace. Yea ſome of them have a_—_ taught, that the 
preaching of the word, baptiſm, and conſequently the Lords 
Supper are Keyes which open Heaven co ſome, and (hut Hea- 
ven againk others , and are the inſtruments of Gods power 
tolooſe ſome from the bonds of the guilt and power of ſin, 
and to bind choſe that refuſe to be looſed by them. For, doth 
not the Lords Supper bind the unworchy receivers, who car 
and drink cheir own damnation! and doth it not ſet at liberty 
and open Heaven to chem, who in eatiog and drinking ac- 
cotding to the will of Chriſt eat and drink their own ſalva- 
tion? but lets hear what holy Hicrams ſaith, the Apoſtles do hate. os 
looſe men (ſaith he) by the words of God, the teſtimony 1 
of the Scriptutes and exho:tation of verrues. And agiin io Eviſt. ad Re- 
another place, the Apoltles (ſaich h:) in che firſt day of 40. 9. 5. 
Chciſs. reſurrection received- rhe grace of che Haly Gholt, 
whereby they might remit fins and biptiſe and make ſons of 
God, and give the ſpitit of adoption to believers , ouc Si- 
viour himſelf ſaying , Whoſcevers avs ye remit, they ſual be re- 
muted, Thus far Hierome, 
The powers promiſed unto Sc. Pater in Math, ch. 16. and 
the powecs given unto the Apoſtles, when out Saviour breath- 
ed upon them and ſaid, Recerve the Holy Ghoſt, &c. and the 
wers mentioned in the 18 chap, of Sr, Matthew, ſuppoſed 
— e given, ot to be in a ſpecial manner given in tim: to 
— — one and the ſame powers, and ſo taken to bz by the — — 
dort of che Primitive Church, which they do unanimouſly Aunbref. 1. 
acknowledge to be given uato the Apoltles bach in tight and de nt. c. 1. 
on (as to tue eſſent ial parcs of che powets) before & 6. 
Chris death: although chere is ſome ſeeming variety among i ne 
chem concerning the punct of tiqe before his death / wherein fix.. 
Chciſt gave them declaratively unto them, and che im nediate Achanaſ. ſerm. 
ſubjetꝭ to whom they were given. 5 iz illad C per- 
| ing theic ſayings concerning this mitter, and com- di is patum, 
Pacing. them together; and ſo expounding them that they Type de fm. 
1.5 may „lic Fralatr. 
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may agree with the Scriptures and among themſelves , theſe 

following aſſertions may be garhered from them. Firſt, They 

do not deny the ſaid powers co have been given (as to their 

eſſentials) unto the Apoſiles when he called them to the Apo- 

ſtleſhip, and gave them the name of Apoſtles; For they could 

not think, that Chriſt gave them the name of che office,wichour 

che office ic ſelf : And it appears that the Apoſtles preacbed 

and baprifed before the promiſe of them was made unto P. 

ter, They received with che name of Apofiles the powers to 

AR.t. 14, a5, Niniſter all the docttine and means of ſalvation which Chriſt 

AR. 26. 16, intended ip due time to deliver unto them. And therefore 

when the-Sacrament of the Euchariſt was inſtituted, they 

needed not a_new ordination , but onely a fignification of 

Chrifts pleaſure, that they ſhould uſe the power before given 

them in the adminiſtration of this ordinance » which is but 

an extent ion of the power to a new object. Secondly, they 

Chryſeſt. in agree, that all the Apoſtles received thoſe powers when out 

* Saviour breathed upon them, & c. and that this was a ſolemn or · 

fimplicie. pre. dinstion of them, giving them more grace co accompany their 

later. miniſtery then they had in their firſt call and leſs ſolemn or 

Aug. de Tvini- dination, or in the ſubſequent mani ſeſtatĩon thereof before 

tate, & cvi- his death. This is the more proper ordination of the mini- 

rate De! ©. 4. ſters of the nem teſlament, the full original and ſeminal tra- 

der. & Nou dition of the miniſterial powers , whereby all future ordina- 

Teſtam. c. 93. tions of the like kind are ſanRified : and for theſe cauſes out 

Saviour iterared their ordination to the paſtoral extraordinary 

and ordinary offices, and the rather leaft his death might be 

thought to have made void their firſt more ſecret and covert 

ordipation. Some late writers think, that Chriſt , left his aſ- 

cenſion into heaven might ſeem to have'vullified the ſecond 

ordinatiop , did ordain the Apoſtles che third time in the day 

Hier, ezsſ.ad Of Pemeroft ; but its more likely that he did then onely com- 

Hedib,q. 9.  plere their ordination in the meaſute of extraordinaty and 

ordinary gifts of che ſpicir, enabling chem, and in them the 

ſucceeding Paſtors for the bettet execution of their paſtoral 

5 , functions. „ er fachers that _ 
yprian. de gave equal power and authority unto all the Apoſtles 

N wade them all miniſterial rocks and fundations, ty 
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them the Keyes of the heavenly Kingdome , and gave them 

with the Keyes in theĩt hands unto che Church, for whole æ - A de l 
dification onely they and their ſucceſſots were to uſe them. Vn, ſerm. 
The eyes are not more the bodies, theo Paltors and their , deft. 
Keyes are the Churches ; and as the body cannot ſee bit by e 0. 
eyes, ſo the Church cannot entet into heaven by apy other 
member (uoder Chtiſt) of the myitical body, withaut the 
ſervice of the Paſtotrs openiog with their Keyes the gites of 
heaven for her. As the Apoltles were miniſterial rocks, ſo 
was Peters confeſſion an inſtrumental rock: and in'a ſecond 
place, the confeſſion and preaching of the reſt of the Apoſtles 
were ſo too; by the meins of which rocks the Church is built 
upon the elde of foundations, the principal rock our 
Lord Jeſus Chiſt. Vet Peters confeſſion was not without a Hilar.in Mark, 
great reward? He bad the ficit promiſe of the Keyes to be c. 11. 
given unto him aſtet Chriſt's teſu:rection, with the more abun- 10 
dant meaſare of the grace of the Holy Ghoſt , which he then 

received wich the reſt of the Apoitles ; yet fo that he was the 

firſt in ordet which received chem before the ret, He had a 

name given him by our Saviourtrom the principal rock, He Ambroſ. ſem, 
was made the ſitſt in order and head of the les: the firlt F* _. Fa 
miniſterial rock: and his preaching was made the firſt inftru- A wreie. 
mental rock, He was made the fick pte cher to, and convertor | 
of the Jews and Gemtiles; the Apoltle and Paſtor of the Job 19. & 
firſt Chriſtian Church after Chriſte aſceation » which was che 1. le. 
morherof all other Churches. And becauſe ic was believed n: petro vide 
chat he had his choyceſt an i longeſt cefidence in Rowe, where- Aug. retract. 
in by hiamĩniſtery the Goſpel was ſirſt plamed , that Church: 1. c. 21. 
was counted che Princeſs of Churches , che other of Chur- Androl & 
ches, as he was accounted and called che Prince of the A- [1c 
poſtles. All cheſe priviledg:s did ſerve to ſhaw the unity of Cypr. abi ſup. 
the Church, and che anity ot che holy minĩttery and miniſters & ad Antoni- 
theteof, andro commend unto all th: ſons of ch= Church, num. 

the preſervation of unit in doRrine , warſhip , Diſcipline 

and charity. There be many patticulet Churches of Carift , 

yet all but one Church, as Peters Church was one, there be 

hops and Presbytetrs, yet as Peer was alone the A- 


pot ofche firſt Geh which repent ll che noceding 
l - arc Ss. 


72 


A Treatiſe of the Primitive Epiſcopacy, 


Bafil. canſlitut . Churches, ſo the many miviſters of che Goſpel are one in 
Monat. c. 22+ Peter, and the miniſtery one in him, And as the Churches 


De dignitate 
Sacerd. c. 2, 
Jo. 21. 


imĩtates her faich and 


and miniſters were one in theic fountains and roots , ſo they 
ought to preſerve the like unity among themſelves, the mi- 
vifters Imucativg the faithfulneſs of Peter, and the flock imi- 
cating the obedience and holineſs of the Church of Peter, 
If Rome had perfiſted in, and contented her ſelf with the do- 
cine of St. Peter, and not added thereto Idolatry, ſuperſti- 
tions and hzrefies, we would gladly have owned and honour- 
ed her Biſhops as the prime ſucceſſors of Peter, and the Church 
of R ome; as the like ſucceſſor of Peter's Church: bur, to ouc 
bearcs unſpeakable grief we ſpeak it, the gold is become 
dimme , the moſt fine gold is changed, the holy City is be- 
come an harlor, O that ſhe would return to n husband 
that we might return to her ! Ther s Peter's chait᷑ where Peter's 
preaching is _— imicared , that's Peters Church which 
oliceſs, which when Reme ſhall do, 

ſhe ſhall recover her precedency of ſucceſſion. 
Thus Peter had a primacy among the Apoſtles, but no ſupe- 
riority of command over them : All paſtors were ĩn him firſt 
and ſecondarily in the reſt of the Apoſtles, Peter (faich Am- 
broſe) did not alone receive the ſheep, but received them with 
us, and we receivedthem with him.Chriſt inthe Apoſtles gave 
unto all Paſtors the power of ordainingPaſtors;becauſe he gave 
them the Keyes to be conveyed to ſucceſſors, Bur the power 
of appointing who among the Presbyters ſhould exerciſe 
chem , and how, and who among. them ſhould be governours 
of the uſe of the Keyes, was not conveyed with the Keyes ro 
all Paftors inthe Apoſtolical ordination ; becauſe it was pe- 
culiar to the extraordinary office of the Apoſtles, either to 
leave that to the wiſdome of the Church and ordinaty Paſtors 
to order, or to ſettle it in one Presbyter aſſiſted with the 
Colledge of Presbyters, or orherwiſe, as the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhould guide them, We may not think that our Saviour did give 
unto every Presbyter power to ordain, preach, adminiſter the 
Sacraments , excommunicate, or abſolve, at his own will and 
pleaſure, without any appointment of a flock, or calling him to 
account of his Ste wardſhip, & c. for this is agaĩũſt che light of 
f nature, 


Bungie, Eber, c-. "i 
narure , unleſs God had given unto every Presbyter wiſdome 
2nd a will which could not ere 'q *. — uſe of the 


eyes, aShe gave unto the A without which extra- 
grace the houſe of God t caſe had been full of 
diſorder and confuſion, which Chit would not permit. 

If che power of dif; and governing the a& of ordi- 
nation, and rhe exerciſe of the acts of binding and loofing had 
been givento the body of the Presbyters by out Saviour v the 
Apolſles and univerſal Church had never deprived the Col- 
ledge of that anthotity: Wherefore as the firſt planting of the 
Curiſtian Churches was proper to the Apoſtles ; ſo the con- 
ſtitutĩng of the form 1 and the governors of 
the exerciſe of the acts of ordination, and the Keyes was com- 
micced onely to their craft, And ic was very congruous that 
Chriſt would not determine the form of the government of 


of D erer 
of ail t 


5 Presbyters governors both : 
ol tbe Pato, Tndividuntly conftdered, and a yh flock » . Ne. 


wich and under themſelves or their yicegerencs as preſi 


number which wanted their ſociery, the 2 a 
ä —— 
0 | 
L theteunto | 


fon of the tar 
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therero-by rhe Spit it of Chriſt ro conſent to a change of the 
government which was by the Colledges (bodies without « 
head, and ſo apt to ſwerve in ruling populous. Churches) inco- 
2 pteſident in every Church choſen out of the Paſtors, toge- 
ther with the Colledge of the City and beſt Presbyters as his 
Senate and Counſellors, And then both the Apoſtles and E- 


vangeliſts, or Apoſtolical 22 which were extraordinary- 


Biſhops,become ordinary Biſhops to be ſucceded by others. 
And theſe laſt were like our Arch-biſbops, having mavy Bi- 
ſhops under them, as Titus in Creet, & c. and the Apoſtles were 
like our Pcimares but of higher authority, and having more 
Arch-biſhops under them. . Here we may obſerye, that the 
original occafion of Epiſcopacy doth very much commend ic, 
it being introduced to heal the evil of Schiſme, and, by pre- 
venting it for time to come, to ſecure the peace of the Church: 
And it bath and will be the . to the Churches, 
8 it was inſlituted or conficmed 

deſire. 

Unto the impoſition of hands, benedictien and prayers 

(which were of the eſſence of the otdi nations of Biſhopsjand 
Presbyters). mapy Ceremonies were ig time added, ſome 

ſooner, ſome later, which ſerved: to make a clearer, mani - 

feſtation of the Eccleſiaſlical powers received in and by them: 

which additional Ceremonies in cime became occaſions of 

foul miſtakes : Some making the additions to be the eſſence of 

che ordinations, or part thereof; other multiplying the ordipa- 

tion of che Apoſtles according to the diverſity of kinds of 

the powers, which they ib yery deed received, but in one or- 

dination, although ĩterated for ſome ſpecial reaſons, '' - © 

When the Schoolmen began to write, they found the Roman 

Court full of corrupt doctrine, which they choughc themſelves 

bound to maintain, miſtaking & miſcalling the evil good, and 

the good evil. They found in the ordination of a Preabyter the 
Patene with Bread, and the Cap with the Wine ( both un- 

1 conſecrated) to be delivered unto the party to be ordained , 
1 with theſe words Ages. 
24 Mior offer, cc. which eremony added to that ardinitien about 
2 * the year 27e ( in probable +) ä 
271. 9 7¹ | | | ope 
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y the Apoſtles at their 


the Biſhop, v. Take power to 
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Pope Exgemm the fourth, affirm to be the matter and forme 

of the conſecration of a Presbyter, making the impoſition 

of hands wich the words, ,Rereive the Holy Ghoſt, &c. 

to belong onely to. the ſolemnity thereof ,* and not to 

be eſſential to it; 2g inſt che judgment of ali antiqui- 

| 


Other maintain the delivery of che Patene with Bread, and Scotus is 4. 
the Cup with wine it it. together with the ſad wotds ſpoken. 24. 

by the Biſhop ,-ro be one part of the ordipation ; and the ĩm- "+ in 3. 
poſition of hands with the words, Recrive the Holy Ghoſt, & s, he 
to be an otheriparr thereof; and both theſe de to conſtitiute cyoments ord, 
the whole eſſence of the ordination: As if our Saviour had}, 1. c. 3. 
made the Apoſtles Presbyters by two diſtinct ordinariops , 
the one before his death, and the other after his reſurrection, 
whereof the firſt (if we will without reaſon believe them) 
made them Prieſts, theſecond gave them the power of bind- 
ing and looſing ; and made them complete Presbyters. 

As conceruiog the ordinatĩon of Biſhops, Divines ( ſaith ; 
Vaſq.) do not well agree at what time they were ordzined, , 3. P. 0,242, 
Some thin that Chriſt ordained them, hen he ſaid, Receive ** 
the Holy Ghoſt, Whoſe ſins ye remit, & c. this opinion is juſtly re- 
jected by Yaſques ; unleſs ir may be made good, that Bi 
and Presbyrershad one and the ſame ordination ; for ill grant 
rn a. —.— choſe words, Other ima- 
gine Peter alone to have been imediarefy ordained by bur Sa- 
viour , and the reft of the Apofiles by Peter, &. fo Bellay- 
mins and others > but this afſertion doth not 'pteaſe Vaſquat 
and we cannor be pleaſed with ſuch ſigments. Others doe 
conceive ou? Saviour to keve ordained n Priefts and Bi: 
ſhops, when de laid, D thi is remembrance of we; Thi$ - 
opinion is as ſalſe as the lat. Some rhiok them or̃diĩted in cle 
day of Poe; and Yaſques himſelf dünks them to have 
— 4 — | * e 1 i 45 
en e Ahikh g as” grovndleſs an "opinion 4% any of the 
ret" Whet mee mere ordained Apoſtles, 
weret6 betranſmftted r6 flcteffors, and were. 
cheordinury Biſhops, kriog'ss cenie 

| 2 


aba 


141 


76 A Treatiſe of the Primitive s 
— of Apoſtleſhip, an extr ptebdency and: 
— ed þ Peg exerciſe ot all rhe pattoral 
ces. but — —— were to 5 — — 
chemſe — 4 .— prudent choice of the. . 

— — inſtituted Epiſc 
The Schoolmen found the @ impomer d commiſ- 
fron from Ram, &c. to excommunicate: Hence they diſtin- 
1 the Order and che power of ju- 
We gather from the holy Scriptures and the pra- 
Rice Nice er che primitive Church, that excommunicarion was 
ordained to be a mean to bring a „ guiley of ſome 


En meet firlt, to — pardon of. 


— by good good example in proportion to the * 
———— —— ——ů Ione 
take 2 11 the skars and — 2 
2 e ſin committed, and to reſtore the offender to the 
e ity of Soul, and of communion with · 
of Gods love to him which he enjoyed before his 
fall; which are obcained when God is glorified and | 
by the humiliation 1 to the diſhonour to 
50d , 8 pleaſure incurred by fin. Fourthly » 
to make the pevicenc able to ſtand, 
and avoid che like fall in time to come. In che ſirſt four Cen- 
turĩes after our Saviour birch, a full abſolutĩon 


Cyprian ad 

Der vow of the Church, « » and to bear 
grace. thecefore we ma 

— communicaced from the Church — bar 3 is 
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kinds , that it , into excommunicacion from the Church trĩ- 
umphant , and ex communicat ĩon from the Church militant , 
the firſt proper to the Biſhop and Presbyrer , and the other 
iar to the Biſhops and his Committees. Presbyrers or 

y ; this to be exerciſed by che power of juriſdiction, che for- 
mer to be exerciſed by the power of order, that is, the power 
which Biſhops and Presbyrers received from Chriſt by their 
ordination. Whereby we underſtand the power of jariſdi- 
Rion, in this ſenſe as oppoſedto the power of order, to be the 
gift neicher of Chriſt nor of his Apoſtles, If che Church 
ave this power, ic was a corrupt Church that gave it, for 
this osdinance of man rhe ordinance of Chrift is made 
void; The ordinance of man, is exalted above the'. ordinance 


77 


of Chriſt ; for the excommunication which is Chriſts ordi- 


nance may be executed by the Presbyrer ( in ſubordioarion to 
the Biſhop, but) without his Commiſſion ; the humane ex- 
communication is made peculiar to the Bi the chief of- 
ficer in the Chucch , to be execuced by himſelf or ſome othet 
by his commiſſion, Much good do it to the Roman Biſhopa 
whoſe cheif Biſhop firſt invented ĩt: out Biſheps like it not, 
it hath been coo importunate to Rick (io part) unto them, 
oon as can. 


Ambroſe) & ſol- Do j 
that there ſho eu 
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Jo. 20. Recerve the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe fins ye remit, &c. Therefore he 
$i fikus cf that cannot looſe fin hath not the Holy Ghoſt (that is, as ma- 
(Prefiter ant king him an able miniſter of the New Teſtament , and of che 
Epiſcopus) ſpitit for the remĩſſion of ſins.) Thus far Ambroſe, Whereby 
Spiritus San- we ſee that the Holy Ghoſt gives unto Biſhops and Presbyters 
Gu Diſcipline the power of binding by excommunication, and of looſing 
74 es by.abſolution, and that the Holy Ghoſt doth accompany theit 
jus,miniſterium ſet᷑vĩce to cute them that will not refuſe to be healed, Away 
tamen ejus non then with the excommunpication that hath not the Holy 
deſerit, quo per Spirit to warrant it , nor the operation of the Holy Ghoſt to 
—— make ĩt effectual to mans ſalvatiop. Away with the lay ex- 
Pn communication that makes the Holy Ghoſt a ſervant to de- 
Aug. contra e- nouncꝭ it. Away with Zeroboams Prieſts made of the loweſt 
piſt. Parmen. of the people, which are not of the ſons of Levi, which 
1. 2. c 11. have not received the Holy Ghoſt to make them able miniſters 
of the ne Teſtament, not of the letter bur of the Spitit. 
Ir ir che duty of the lay Chriſtian magiſtrate to overſee , 
facilitate and corroborate the due execution of the ſpititual 
cenſute bf communication performed by Biſhops princi- 
pally and Presbyters ſubordinately: but if any ask, whether 
he may not excommunicate either by himſelf or by a ſublii- 


tute ? alchoughche afſwer is already given in the premiſes et 


I dem do fo, and if he have the gift, may preach in 


publick, and miniſter the haly Sacramenrs as lawfully as the 


240 perſons ſpoken of in the fiireenthichap, of Numbers, rook 

2 Chron:t:27. cemſers.and offered incenſe, and as lawfully as King Hr did 

u the like: And ag to the curing of the Lepro of the ſoul, be 

2 Mag- cg. may expett the Hike ſucceſs as 'Nagmer would have had 2s to 

tte healing of the Leproſy of His body, if he had*waſtied 

+». 2 hitnſelf ifabyorhertivet tben Jorilan, wherein the Prophet 
commanded him to waſh himſelf in order to his cleanſing. 


f up eſſectuil x Nr, Hon 
grace: as We Wake Fe caching of the Goſpel 


ate leyfully called that york > che 


them thut 
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giſtratet power is verſed about the eternal af Chriſtian vir 
tues. and tea cheth onely accidenta lly and by:Gods indulgence 
{omecime to theſouls of men, and the life of vit ues: Where 
as the miniſterial power of the Goſpel, is primarily. ordaĩ - 
ned to be a meaus al wayes e flectual for the inſuſion of the ſoul 
and life 'of all ſaving Chriſtian virtues, ĩt the opatation of the 
Holy Gho& which doth conſtantly work with che miniftery 
of che Goſpel ( ĩn all the offices thereot,') be not defiberace- 
ly reſiſted. Men are ſaved by means inflicuced and ſancti ſieu 
by the wiſdome and power of God, and not by means which 
onely the wiſdome of man judgeth to he moſt probable. to ef- 
fect out eternal ſalvation. Weltre by faith, and not hy ſeuſe. 

The Independent congregations blame the reverend: Bi- 
ſhops for ſome miſcariages about the heavy cenfure ot ex- 
communication, and exclaim both againſt chem, and againſt 
Presbycers for being more zealous for. ceremonies , then for 
the due execusion of our function in the maine offices thereof; 
and for the power of godlineſs. As for the abaſe of enchmmu- 
nication, the blame was to have been imputed unto ochers, and 
not to the Biſhops, And to ſay the very truth, iu this matter 
of excommunication, the Canon of our Church are defecti ve 
and requĩte amendmenc, which perhaps (ome invincible hin- 
derances would not permit to be done in times paſt; As for 
the miſplacing of the intention of out zeal ; Firſt ,"as being 
my ſelf a Presbyter, although one of the meaneſt, I mult 
anſwer for myſelf that although (ic may be) no man will 
of can condem me, iyer:crucly. I cannot juſti ſie my felf be- 
fore che judgment ſeat of: A God , but muſt make my 
eatneſt ſupplication fer -thercy to my judge. I fear leaſt any 
ſoul miſcarry,or mi carried throdgh my default, that his blood 
ſhould be required at my hands; And therefore I tremdle 
rg be» —— — —— to give ot —— 

ip. Aud nom havibg expeande of the mo 
heavy weight df chi aced VHꝭ un, ad the great propew- 
ſuy of ot nature; engt he ned by mani told 1cmpratious, 
unto unſeait h̃ſulneſi thætein i if I were no to enter into ĩt. 


2 


the cenſcience of tand fear of miſcatriage would 
care me to decline toi bi helng long fſmce emed, oe 
vn unto 
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. — — 3 _—_ diſ- 
COUra ving the power mercy in whom I 
truſt co be my lirength and comfort. I defire all good men, as 
charicably to cenſure us, ſo to pray eatueſtiy to God for us, 
chat the great afflictions which we have ſuffefed may be ſan- 
ctiſied to us, that remembring the afflitions and miſeries , 
the Wormwood and the Gall, out ſouls may be — nts P 
us, and that the extraordinary deliverance and bleſſi 
entirely 1 our hearts to ſerve the Lord with all dili 
and faic s in the holy miniſtery , and to feed rhe flock 
of God, taking the thereof not by conttrainc bur 


walbed bis Diſciples feet,) 

of ſobciery » humilicy , —— 

poor, & c. it becomes not good men to cenſure us for uſing 
thoſe: Rices and Ceremonies, which we are perſwaded not to 
be prohibited by Gods Law, and both they and we do ſurely 
no to be commanded to be uſed by mans Law duely made, 
which is Gods ordinance, to which we muſt be ſubject ſor con- 
ſcience ſake. We piry the tender conſcience which cannor 
wichont offence either obey or diſobey that ordinance. And 
where any of 5 to have that tenderneſs wich- 
ont the malignity of pride, and labour co propagate ir and di- 
9 — er forts of the Biſbop will 


—— — K EN for him, waice patiently 


example of che is 
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prevaile , muſt have the whole in their power, And can the 
that attempt ſo great robbery love God, and the power 
Godlineſs 7 By this curſed fruit we know theſe to be moR vile 
Hypocrites. Let no good people be deceived by their ſheeps 
cloathing; look upon this bitter fruit, and you ſee that they 
are within but greedy and ravening Wolves: God deliver us — 13; 
from them, and deliver them from the wickedneſs of their c. 15. u The. 
hearts and wayes: but leaving theſe I proceed. It is very od. balſam.c. 5. 
rtivent to the matter in hand to ſpeak of reordination ; Vie Baron an« 
ut becauſe this ſubje& is two large, I will onely ſay thus = 1 
much, that St. Aug. and the Council of ( artbage, and ge- — 
nerally all aptiquity ate againſt reordination a8 well 43 2- temp. Bomac. 
gaipſt rebaptizatiob, both truely ſo called. In Caſes of doubt & celeſtia. c. 
whether one were truely biptiſed ot truely ordained, it was 1. 
never accounted a rebaptization to baptiſe the one, or reor - . e * 
dination to ordain the other. Ihe ordination of a Presbyter Gg. J. epi. f. 
by Presbyters without Commiſſion from a Biſhop, was al. 
wayes judged of dubious validity at the leaſt. Some ſo or- 
dained in fore ine Churches were not rejected by the Biſhops 
of the Church of England; I believe, becauſe they thought 
that to judge of the fact of another Church in matter of no 
greater moment would not tend to ſtrengthen unicy between 
the Churches , but rather to dimĩniſh and weaken ic ; Or, ic 
may be, they did not admit them, as certainly knowing them 
to be ſo ordained, but as chatitably believing they hid been 
ordained by a Biſhop, for charity covereth the multitude of 
_ — ordination eſtabliſhed in — the parts ot ĩc, 
y the publick conſent and auchgricy ot a Church is far more 
tolerable , then bogs Wil celebraced in all che parts 
of it, without and againſt the legal conſent and authority of 
the Church. For in this laſt caſe , many are doubtful ot the 
validity of Baptiſm, and the other divine ordinances admi- 
nifired by them that were ſo ordained, But the Higher power 
partly hach, and in convenient time will remove all ſuck 
doubts to the full ſatisfaction of all good men. I have already 
exceeded my intended brevity. I will ſay vo more; but defire 
the candid reader to believe that I have not maintained E- 
piſcopacy to be an inſtitution , Chr ĩſt by the Apoſtles, and 
h Dot 
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not an inſtiturion of Chtiſt in the Apoltles ( as ſom: hold, in- 
duced by many fait probabilities) out of a ſpitit of concra- 
di Aion; but becauſe the ſentence choſen by me ſeems to b: 
ſubje& to leſs difficulties , and more agreeable to the ancient 
paſtoral and Epiſcopal otrdinitions which b: received and uſed 
in the Church of E»glard, and eſpecially becauſe it doth 
more incline and conduce to moderation. Whatſoe ver I have 
herein written, I humbly ſubmic to the judgement aud cor- 
rection of my Superiors, 

Neg; enim Epiſeep propter not ſumma, ſed propter eos quibus ver- 
bum & Sacramentum Dominicum miuiſtramus; ac per hoc ut ca- 
rum ſiae [candalo gubernandiru m ſeſe neceſſiturtulerit, ita vel eſſe 
vel non eſſe debem a quad non propter not ſod propter alias ſum, 
Aug. contra Creſcon. Grammatic, I. 2. c. 11. 


FINIS. 


Errata. 

Pf. line penu lt. after [of the Apoſtles] add [before our Sav ours 

th] p. 10. marg. v. Jubain. p. 14. marg. v. in Ela. p. 1 5. J. 12. r. dicit. 
J. 22. v. dicit. ib. r. conſectatione. 1.36. r.poſtea, p. 26. J. 10. dele [of] exped. 
p.30. I. penult. v. ſaith. I. 37. r. enable [them] the. p 32. . 13. r. whom. J. 31, 
r. ulafridus. p. 39. J. 31. 7. Tungrenſ. ſo in marg. pro Vigrenſ. r. Tungren. 
At. I. 27. v. within ren. in marg. r. natalem Domini Toleran. the quota- 
tion ubi multorum is miſplaced. p. 42. J. 9, 16. r. Paſchal VVax- candle. 5.46. 
over againſt 24. v. in marg. Greg. Nyſſen. contra Hunom. Orat. 1 6. p. 47. ult. 
r. Catechumens. p. 5 1. in marg. dele [ Paultnus in vita Ambroſ. ] I. 16. marg. r. 
c. 5. p. 53. in marg. dele [per] Socrat. . 54. in marg. pio præcip. v. piincip. 
5.56. 1. S. r. Chorepiſcope. 5.59. for Miniſter, all, r. Miniſteriall, p.63, J. 20. 
r. 70 diſeip. in marg. r. Dracontium. Aug. in Pſal. 44. J. ult. dele (and.) 
p. 63. J. 6. r. Brethren I. ---- of [the] I. 13. dele [whoſe Succeſsors] J. 
14, r. ſueceede. p.69. marg, 7. pznir : after r. [profeRi] in pagum. 


It maybe, that, by reaſon of the Autbours abſence and ſome ob ſcu- 
rity in the Copy, a few other faults may have eſcaped undiſcer- 
ned) as miſplacing ſome Authours cited in the Marg ent, or in the 

wres , or in Pointing, and the like, which being ſmall, the 


goodneſs of the Reader will eaſily pardon. 


